
TLATA DEPURANUTA
& SHIVA DENECHEMTA

Three Haftarot of Punishment,
Seven Haftarot of Consolation



Week 9: Kumi Ori
We read all of Yeshayahu chapter 60 this week.

It’s part of a longer section that also includes part of next week’s haftara, Sos Asis

These early chapters in the 60’s of the sefer are an extended address to Zion



Childs:

“God’s covenant with those “who turn away from sin” (59:20) will continue from 
generation to generation. Chapters 60—62 serve to spell out, in different ways, the 
effect of this enduring promise. Particularly in chapter 60 the future glory of Zion is 
described in a moving portrayal of the city of God. She is addressed in the second 
person feminine as the downtrodden, rejected woman whose fortunes have 
suddenly been reversed.”



Light, brightness, radiance, brilliance
This haftara is ALL ABOUT LIGHT. Fishbane says:

“The imagery of light frames the haftarah... This light is portrayed as God's own Glory, a splendor that will illumine Zion and attract 
all nations to her (v. 3). In earlier prophecies, Israel … and the prophet in particular are the designated bearers of the light of hope... 
Now the light is wholly divine; and God, the creator of light (45:7), tells Zion to arise and shine, for He has cast a supernatural light 
upon her (60:1)....

The people are repeatedly called upon to heed the heavenly manifestation [which] is more than natural; it is not a creation in the 
world like the sun, but a supernal effulgence {supernatural radiant splendor} of God's redemptive reality… Zion shall have no further 
need of natural light… Their redemptive state … shall be a permanent illumination. An eternal radiance shall be cast over the 
city—lighting all things in full clarity.

Light imagery is found in other genres of Israelite literature … in such personal exclamations as "The LORD is my light and my help 
… whom should I fear?" (Ps. 27:1) and … "With You is the fountain of life; by Your light do we see light" (Ps. 36:10). Speaking to the 
nation centuries earlier, Isaiah of Jerusalem … invited them to "walk by the light of the LORD" (Isa. 2:5). And in another word of 
hope, he also consoled the people oppressed by Assyrian dominion with the prophecy, "The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a brilliant light; on those who dwelt in a land of gloom light has dawned" (9:1). Harking back to these promises, the present 
prophet gives Isaiah's words a new national application. Indeed, his vision of redemption as a heavenly and enduring illumination 
marks a new moment in biblical theology.”









The abandoned site Zion will be enriched by wealth and 
prosperity flowing to it from other kingdoms. The suckling 
imagery isn’t actually that strange. Being raised up with 
lavish gifts is in line with the restored wife motif, even!





Fishbane summing it up:

The new "light" that shines for Zion is God's redemptive Presence…. This promise 
counterpoints the elegy of exile, afflicting the people with "darkness and no light" 
(Lam. 3:2).
[T]he roads of Zion that were "in mourning" because they were "empty of pilgrims" 
(Lam. 1:4) shall be repopulated: Israel and the nations shall come again to Zion in 
droves, for her "days of mourning shall be ended" (Isa. 60:20). The hunger and 
horror of the devastation is over, when "babes and sucklings languish" in the 
streets and their "life runs out in their mothers' bosoms" (Lam. 2:11-12). Now Fair 
Zion, mother of the people, is consoled with God's healing word: "You shall suck 
the milk of nations, suckle at royal breasts. And you shall know that I the LORD 
am your Savior" (Isa. 60:16).


