
TLATA DEPURANUTA
& SHIVA DENECHEMTA

Three Haftarot of Punishment,
Seven Haftarot of Consolation



Consolation, week 3: Aniyya So’arah Lo Nuchama

Yeshayahu 54:11 - 55:5

“Poor, uncomforted storm-tossed one”

(IF you don’t mind darshening א\ע, you can imagine this as אנייה סוערה - a battered, 
diminished, storm-harried lone ship on a harsh and unforgiving sea; that is already what’s 
being evoked by So’ara anyhow, so enjoy the drush I say)

We read this portion of chapter 54 two weeks BEFORE we read the first part of 
chapter 54 (“Rani Akara”)

No wonder our tradition applied mnemonics to this sequence of haftarot!

Bear in mind, for what it’s worth, that the scheme which divides the sefer into three parts 
regards chapter 55 as the end of the “Second” part, with the “Third” part starting in 56.



Fishbane; Childs



54:11-17

←  (you can ignore notes a and b)

Childs  ↑  

Fishbane↓ 

Some words about words



More word issues



Tzidkatam, plural - servantS of the Lord





Literality can 
change a lot!

MERCIES vs 
LOYALTY

WITNESS vs
LEADER



Let’s go back to the start of the section



Intertextuality 
with Tehillim 89



In Tehillim 89, the promise is the basis for “a heartrending cry of complaint to God”

Here in Yeshayahu 55, the promise is reaffirmed in language evoking Tehillim 89



If you read with JPS maintext (Fishbane, etc) “עד” in v4 means “leader.” But for 
Childs and the JPS footnote’s literal reading “witness” what’s going on here?





Childs concludes



Here we leave Yeshayahu 55, but we’ll be back…

The chapter continues with the haftara of Dirshu Hashem 
Behimatz’o, which will be read on Tzom Gedaliah.

There are some traditions that read part of it now, as well!


