
TLATA DEPURANUTA
& SHIVA DENECHEMTA

Three Haftarot of Punishment,
Seven Haftarot of Consolation



First chapter of Isaiah, but only up to verse 27 in our practice.

This haftarah is read using the tune of Eichah (Lamentations).

Whenever we talk about Yeshayahu 1, we have to acknowledge that we don’t 
know when it’s chronologically set.

That’s because many (both traditional and modern) commentators identify chapter 
6 as an account of Isaiah’s first prophetic vision:

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I beheld my Sovereign seated on a high and 
lofty throne” “Holy holy holy” etc.

WEEK THREE: SHABBAT CHAZON



Can we determine the context of Yeshayahu chapter 1?

Michael Fishbane,
The JPS Bible 
Commentary: 
Haftarot

“Not specified”



Here’s that footnote

“The literature is vast” - very intimidating!



But the important thing is that NOW, these passages form 
an integrated introduction to the sefer

Brevard Childs,

Isaiah: A 
Commentary



And while we can make educated guesses about the 
context(s), we really don’t need to focus on that. We 
should focus on the chapter as it comes to us.

Bear in mind that (depending 
on shittah) most likely a 
congregation would not read 
to the end of the chapter.



More from Fishbane



One last bit of overview

From the Jewish 
Study Bible (JPS 
translation with 
modern commentary)

(We’ll look more at 
this work when we 
start talking about 
how the later chapters 
of Sefer Yeshayahu 
are different from the 
earlier chapters.)

In other words, not much is 
for certain about this 
chapter’s composition. 
What we do know is that 
this is the first taste the 
brand-new reader gets of 
Yeshayahu’s “brand.”
This passage, composite or 
not, is centered and 
front-loaded. It gets 
primacy over “Holy holy 
holy” and Yeshayahu’s 
actual commission.



Yeshayahu 1:2-4

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for GOD has spoken:
“I reared children and brought them up, and they have rebelled against Me!

An ox knows its owner, a donkey its master’s crib,
[yet] Israel does not know, my people takes no thought.”

Ah, sinful nation! People laden with iniquity!
Brood of evildoers! Depraved children!

They have forsaken GOD,
Spurned the Holy One of Israel,
Turned their backs.



Childs:

“The accusation is made, not in forensic terms as a breaking of God’s 
law, but in a parabolic form of wisdom. Israel has less understanding 
of its Lord than even the most stupid of domesticated animals.

Still, the two different idioms, law and wisdom, bear testimony to the 
same subject matter: Israel’s total alienation from its God to whom it 
owes its life and well-being.”



vv5-6

Why do you seek further beatings, that you continue to offend?
Every head is ailing, and every heart is sick.

From head to foot no spot is sound:
All bruises and welts and festering sores—

Not pressed out, not bound up, not softened with oil.

Childs again:



vv7-8

Your land is a waste,
Your cities burnt down;
Before your eyes,
The yield of your soil
Is consumed by strangers—
A wasteland as overthrown by 
strangers!

Fair Zion is abandoned
Like a booth in a vineyard,
Like a hut in a cucumber field,
Like a city beleaguered.

Fishbane:



v9

Had not GOD of Hosts

Left us some survivors,

We should be like 
Sodom,

Another Gomorrah.

Fishbane:

Childs:



vv10-17

Hear the word of GOD, You chieftains of Sodom; Give ear to our God’s instruction, You folk of Gomorrah! What need 
have I of all your sacrifices?, Says GOD.
I am sated with burnt offerings of rams, And suet of fatlings, And blood of bulls; And I have no delight In lambs and 
he-goats.

That you come to appear before Me—Who asked that of you, to come trample my courts?!
Bring no more empty gifts. [Your] incense is offensive to Me. New moon and sabbath, Proclaiming of solemnities, 
Assemblies with iniquity I cannot abide.
Your new moons and fixed seasons Fill Me with loathing; They are become a burden to Me, I cannot endure them.

And when you lift up your hands, I will turn My eyes away from you;
Though you pray at length, I will not listen. Your hands are stained with crime— 

Wash yourselves clean; Put your evil doings Away from My sight.
Cease to do evil; Learn to do good.
Devote yourselves to justice; Aid the wronged.
Uphold the rights of the orphan; Defend the cause of the widow.



Comments

Childs: Jewish Study Bible:

Fishbane:



vv18-20

Come, let us reach an understanding, says GOD.
Be your sins like crimson, they can turn snow-white;
Be they red as dyed wool, they can become like fleece.”

If, then, you agree and give heed,
You will eat the good things of the earth;

But if you refuse and disobey,
You will be devoured [by] the sword.—
For GOD has spoken.

Childs:



vv21-26

Alas, she has become as a harlot,
The faithful city that was filled with justice,
Where righteousness dwelt—
But now murderers.

Your silver has turned to junk metal; your wine is diluted with water.
Your rulers are rogues and cronies of thieves,
Every one eager for presents and greedy for gifts.
They do not judge the case of the orphan, and the widow’s cause never reaches them.

Assuredly, this is the declaration of the Sovereign, GOD of Hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:
Ah, I will get satisfaction from My foes; I will wreak vengeance on My enemies!
I will turn My hand against you, And smelt out your impurities as with lye, And remove all your slag!

I will restore your magistrates as of old, and your counselors as of yore.
After that you shall be called City of Righteousness, Faithful City.”



That which has been made impure can be purified…

Childs:

Fishbane:



Two readings of v27 (where most conclude)

Jewish Study Bible:

ויַּגְִבַּהּ ה’ צְבָא-וֹת בַּמִּשְׁפָּט
והְָאֵ-ל הַקָּדוֹשׁ נקְִדָּשׁ בִּצְדָקָה׃

GOD of Hosts is exalted by judgment;
The Holy God proved holy by retribution.

5:16

10:22

Fishbane:



Verses 28-31 (not common practice to include)

But rebels and sinners shall all be crushed,
And those who forsake GOD shall perish.

Truly, you shall be shamed because of the terebinths you desired,
And you shall be confounded because of the gardens you coveted.
For you shall be like a terebinth wilted of leaf,
And like a garden that has no water.

Stored wealth shall become as tow [dry flax tinder],
And he who amassed it a spark.

And the two shall burn together, with none to quench.



Content of 28-31

Jewish Study Bible, 
reminiscent of Childs’ 
comments on 18-20:



Stopping before the end of the chapter

Why don’t we read the end of the chapter?

We want to end with verse 27.

Is that the best ending?

Let’s look at variant practices.

Some Temanim read the whole chapter.

Others, following Rambam (and Meiri, and Sefer Eshkol), 
Also finish the chapter, but read ONLY vv21-31 - but 
that’s because that tradition read Isaiah 1:1-20 last week!

There is also a tradition, possibly related to that but 
possibly not, that THIS week we only read vv1-20.

https://alhatorah.org/Haftarat_Devarim/0/he


Rambam et al, other variants

Rambam we

just mentioned

Older E”Y minhag reads only vv21-27.

A handwritten Western European chumash records a tradition that continues into 
chapter 2, up to verse 3. A Cairo Genizah fragment records a tradition that goes all 
the way until 2:5!



What’s in those verses?
1.The word that Isaiah son of Amoz prophesied concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2. In the days to come, the Mount of GOD’s House
Shall stand firm above the mountains and tower above the hills;
And all the nations shall gaze on it with joy.

3. And the many peoples shall go and say:
“Come, let us go up to the Mount of GOD, to the House of the God of Jacob;
That we may be instructed in God’s ways, and that we may walk in God’s paths.”
For instruction shall come forth from Zion, and the word of GOD from Jerusalem.

4. Thus [God] will judge among the nations and arbitrate for the many peoples,
And they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks:
Nation shall not take up sword against nation;
They shall never again know war.

5. O House of Jacob!
Come, let us walk
By the light of GOD.

What a difference a 
few verses make! Talk 
about finding hope 
sprouting amongst the 
ashes!

So: some minhagim 
read up to these less 
bleak verses. And 
some minhagim end 
with the very bleak 
verses at the end of 
ch1. But the common 
minhag ends with v27, 
which is sort of handy, 
because it can be read 
in either way!


