TLATA DEPURANUTA
& SHIVA DENECHEMTA



WEEK ONE: Introduction

What makes these haftarot different?

How does this practice emerge?

What is the psychology behind the sequence?

Today’s session will cover Rabbi Yissachar Jacobson’s essay on these topics.



Rabbi Yissachar Jacobson Z°L (1901 - 1972)

Author of the popular Netiv Binah on tefillah;

Occasionally referred to as “The Netiv Binah” as a result

Not to be confused with YY Jacobson, no matter what Google says when you
search in English (even if you include Yissachar)! Search instead j1oapy' 1owwe

Hazon Hamikra is his collection of essays on the haftarot



First, a few main points in English

The OU website conveniently has an English abridgement of R. Jacobson’s essay
on the sequence of “three and seven” haftarot, so we’ll start with what they already
translated as a general overview, and then look more closely at the careful work

done by R. Jacobson and those he cites.

| would gladly give credit to the person at the OU who did this work for us, but
there’s no byline. Oh well. Thanks, whoever you are!


https://www.ou.org/holidays/three_of_punishment_seven_of_consolation/

Sefer Hamanhig

Avraham ben Natan (not David - this is a typo in the sefer and on the OU site) of Lunel, 12th-13th Century CE

“From Parshat Bereshit through the 17th of Tammuz, the Haftarah is chosen to correspond to the Parashah topic by topic;
but from there on — the choice of Haftarah is determined entirely by the time of year and the corresponding historical
events.”

This of course doesn’t mean we read a haftarah each of those remaining weeks that has to do with a historical event that took place
that specific week. Rather, the last part refers to the first three weeks (the historical period of the Temples’ downfall), and the first part
refers to the rest of the weeks when we read themes of consolation as we approach the Teshuvah season.

Also, note “from there on,” because this sequence is not just three and seven - it goes until the end of the Torah-reading cycle.

There is a sequence of ten, really twelve Haftarot (the two of “Teshuvah,” Repentance, are usually not counted): Three of
Punishment, Seven of Consolation, and Two of Repentance.

Let’s lay them out.



Shulchan Aruch’s list

Three of Punishment

“Divrei Yirmiyahu”

“The Words of Yirmiyahu,” from the beginning of Sefer Yirmiyahu through the Second Chapter, Verse 3
“Shim’u”

“Hear the Words of HaShem,” beginning with Yirmiyahu, Chapter 2, Verse 4

“Chazon”

“The Vision of Yeshayahu ben Amotz,” on the Shabbat preceding Tisha B’Av, from the First Chapter of Yeshayahu; chanted
to the melody of Megilat Eichah



Shulchan Aruch’s list

Seven of Consolation

Nachamu: “Be comforted, Be comforted, My People...,” Yeshayahu 40:1)

VaTomer Tziyon: “But Zion said, ‘God has left me...”” (Yeshayahu 49:14)

Aniyyah So’arah: “Impoverished one, one who has endured storms...” (Yeshayahu 54:11)
Anochi Anochi: “I, even |, am the One Who comforts you...” (Yeshayahu 51:12)

Rani Akara: “Sing out, you who were barren,...” (Yeshayahu 54:1)

Kumi Ori: “Arise, Shine forth ...” (Yeshayahu 60:1)

Sos Asis: “l will surely delight in God,...” (Yeshayahu 61:10)



Shulchan Aruch’s list

Tartei Detiyuvta: Two of Repentance
Dirshu: “Seek God when He is near...” (Yeshayahu 55:6)

Read on “Tzom Gedaliah” during Mincha

Shuvah: “Return, O Israel,” read on “Shabbat Shuvah” between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur (Hoshea 14:2)



The Ratio

The reason for the ratio of three to seven of “punishment” to “comfort” is that it takes a long time to be comforted when
one has sustained a major loss, as we see in the Torah, in connection with Yaakov Avinu, when his children sought to
comfort him with the happy news that Yosef was still alive, that at first he refused to believe them (45:26). (OU author’s
example, not in R. Jacobson)

Machzor Vitry, cited in R. Jacobson:

(Original compiler Simcha ben Shmuel, late 1000’s, d. 1105; student of Rashi. Later additions by Yitzchak ben Dorbolo a
few decades after that, and even later ones by the aforementioned author of Sefer Hamanhig.)

“Here too, after such destruction, it would be impossible to accept consolation delivered with such rapidity. It would be like
saying to one who has been begging in the streets, ‘tomorrow you will be king!” which could not be believed, as it says in
(Shemot 6:9), ‘And they didn’t (couldn’t) listen to Moshe, from shortness of breath and from hard labor.””

In other words: It takes much longer to heal than it does to get hurt. Healing from suffering goes on long after the
suffering itself has eased.



The Conversation

R. David Abudarham (Seville, 1300s) brings a drasha that also functions as a mnemonic device

Week by week, God and Israel speak the opening words of these haftarot to one another, in conversation.

R. Jacobson brings Rav Zevin’s summary of the Abudarham.

We'll save this for later in the video because it's smoother in the Hebrew, but here is the OU version for your notes:

“On the first Shabbat, the Holy One says through the Prophets, ‘Be comforted, Be comforted, My People.’ But the People refuse to accept the words of the
Prophets. So that we hear on the second Shabbat, ‘And Zion answered, “HaShem has left me, and the L-rd has forgotten me!” * On the third Shabbat, the
Prophets report to HaShem ‘The impoverished, the storm-tossed one has not been comforted’ — ‘She refuses to accept comfort from us; she wants to hear it
from You alone!””

“Therefore, on the fourth Shabbat, the Holy One, Blessed be He, assures the People, ‘It is |, even | Who is comforting you.” And on the fifth Shabbat, He

continues to raise their spirits, ‘Sing out, you who were barren, who had not yet given birth.” And even on the sixth, ‘Arise, give forth light, for your light has
come.’

“Then and only then, on the seventh Shabbat does the People of Israel believe that her time of suffering is over, ‘I will rejoice in HaShem, my soul will delight in
my G-d...””



Redemption, Then Repentance?

Although the historical and psychological sequence would normally be:
Warning of Punishment, then Repentance, and only then Redemption,
that order could not be maintained here, because it was necessary to
put the Haftarot whose content relates to Repentance at the Time of
Repentance, between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.

So instead, we charge ourselves up with themes of redemption on the
way to our season of repentance, where we must earn that redemption












