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mmunity Relations in Seigetime Yerushalayim

TB M. Gittin 56a

The Roman authorities then sent Vespasian Caesar against the Jews. He came
and laid siege to Jerusalem for three years. There were at that time in Jerusalem
these three wealthy people: Nakdimon ben Guryon, ben Kalba Savua, and
ben Tzitzit HaKesat...

One of them said to the leaders of the city: I will feed the residents with wheat
and barley.

And one of them said to leaders of the city: I will provide the residents with
wine, salt, and oil.

And one of them said to the leaders of the city: I will supply the residents with
wood.

And the Sages gave praise to he who gave the wood...

As Rav Hisda said: One storehouse [akhleva] of wheat requires sixty
storehouses of

These three wealthy men had between them enough to sustain the besieged for
twenty-one years.

There were certain zealots among the people of Jerusalem.

The Sages said to them: Let us go out and make peace with the Romans.

But the zealots did not allow them to do this.

The zealots said to the Sages: Let us go out and engage in battle against the
Romans. But the Sages said to them: You will not be successful.

The zealots arose and burned down these storehouses [ambarei] of wheat and
barley, and there was famine.

Obligations of the Individual to the Community

M. Baba Bathra 1:5

The residents of a courtyard can compel each other to participate in the
building of a gatehouse and a door to the courtyard. Rabban Shimon
ben Gamliel says: Not all courtyards require a gatehouse.

Similarly, the residents of a city can compel each inhabitant of that city to
build a wall, double doors, and a crossbar for the city. Rabban Shimon
ben Gamliel says: Not all towns require a wall.

TB Baba Metzia 108a

Rav Yehuda says: With regard to dredging a river, the lower ones, those who
live by the bottom of the river, must assist the upper ones. But the upper ones
do not need to assist the lower ones.

And the opposite is true with regard to the digging of a ditch to remove
rainwater.

This is also taught in a baraita: Five gardens that draw water from one spring
and the spring became damaged, all must help fix it with the owner of the
upper garden, near whose garden the damage occurred. As a result, the owner of
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the lower garden fixes it with all of them, and fixes it for themseles if the

damage occurred in the lower area.

And similarly, if there were five courtyards that would run off water into a
single sewer and the sewer became damaged, all must help fix it with the owner
of the lower courtyard, near whose courtyard the damage occurred. The result is
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that the owner of the upper courtyard fixes the sewer with all of them and fixes

it for himself if the damage affected his courtyard alone.

Teshuvot HaMaharik. Rabbi Yosef Kolon (1420-1480, Italy). Ch. 4

I will say that according to my understanding, all of the communities
for whom there is concern and it is almost certain that, God forbid, the
poisoned cup will pass to them if this matter is not dealt with as far as
possible. My judgment tends to say that they, also, should carry the
yoke, since the rescue of the holy community of Regensburg is also
their rescue, their rescue, the opposite in the opposite case (God
forbid). Even though at this moment there is no libel in the other places
other than Regensburg, in any case, in the end, the disaster would reach
them too. Therefore, they are judged according to their conclusion, and
they are obligated to support the cost of rescuing the holy community
of Regensburg (God protect it).

The apparent proof of this, in my opinion, is...R’ Yehudah said, with
regard to dredging a river, the lower ones support the higher ones, but
the higher ones don’t support the lower ones. ..

Since, in the end the damage will reach them as well, there is no early
and late, and they need to support. Thus too it doesn’t matter that the
damage and danger arrives first in Regensburg, in any case, it is known
that it is likely that [the other cities] also will be in danger (God
forbid). They are obligated to support the holy community of
Regensburg as I explained...

However, in this case, there is not such certainty of damage. For we
may doubt and say that perhaps the liobel will not spread to other
places.

But we see (in our many sins) that all [the non-Jews] think about is to
fall on us and to blame us, God in God’s great mercy rescue us from
them. This kind of thing is certainty of damage!...and everywhere we
find that the Sages were concerned for everything that has even a small
danger, and they acted as though it were a certainty.

Furthermore, even if you say that this is only a minor concern for loss
of life and you don’t treat it as a sure thing, or close to a sure thing
(even though it is close to a sure thing), in any case, don’t we know
that we can force someone to help build the guardhouse and door [for a
chatzer] and we can force them to build a wall with double doors and a
bolt. And the baraita says that someone who has a home in a different
chatzer, the members of the chatzer can require them to participate in
making a door, a door bolt, and a lock. This shows that in every
concern of danger from thieves or bandits, we force everybody related
to this concern to help in allaying the concern as in building the door,
the bolt, and the lock for the chatzer, and the same with the wall, the
double doors, and the bolt. All the more so for a concern as gigantic as
this, which is really, God forbid, for life and limb...that we should take
care that everyone related to this concern must help...
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