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Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 7a

Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: What 21722 91727 122097 PR LRI 272 R 027 N
is the meaning of that which is written: “Iron S N 7T TOR — A1 2102 0 17 Wi
sharpens iron, [so a [person sharpens the 12202 71 DR ] PTI0 — 20020 Y7070 1Y AR

countenance of his friend]” (Proverbs 27:17)? It

comes to tell you that just as with these iron . . .
implements, one sharpens the other, so, too, UK 1IN M7 W3 M7 ST 02 12 737 MY

Torah scholars sharpen one another WX 77 W12 7 ORY WRD 127 D Xog Ny
in halakhab. ST PRYRON PR 1710 7127 AR 7MW p2IT NN

Rabba bar bar Hana said: Why are matters of
Torah compared to fire, as it is stated: “Is not
My word like fire, says the Lord” (Jeremiah
23:29)? To tell you: Just as fire does not
ignite in a lone stick, so too, matters of Torah
are not retained by a lone scholar.

Nancy Levene, “Courses and Canons,” 1000, 1002

Let us call a classroom a laboratory. It is a space of experiment, a space controlled by questions. The
questions build on what is known in order to cultivate new frontiers, and so are suspenseful,
collaborative, and methodical. A laboratory is a discipline; not just anything can happen there. Yet a
laboratory is a place of surprise, a place where a question and an objection can alter the sense of the
world... We students are the laboratory of canon, the experimental space of working on, working
out, and augmenting what it is. In metaphor, canon is a limitless language I use, whose origins are
also my origins . . . A canon is an act of the mind.

Herb Kohl, The Herb Kobhl Reader: Awakening the Heart of Teaching, xxii

Education is a moral practice manifested by the specific content and nature of instruction across
subject areas, within the context of a caring learning community.

Maimonides, Perush ha-Mishnah (122-13% century Spain/Egypt)

“Make for yourself a teacher.” That is, even if one T2 DR IR Y KD IR a0 TR ey
is not fitting to be your teacher, appoint that person 1Y 1M XYY >73 277 T2 MK 7wy 277
as your teacher so that you can study with them and 7MY PR M7 W 09 ,77°2 T7NPN 2PN
thus your learning will become settled. Study in N2 ITING *3 N2 1TINGI MEYD OTRT
isolation is unlike one who learns from another 7R3 73777 12°0RY |70 7121 17°2 2pnn

person. What you learn from someone else is more ... )2Mn MND IR 71MOn2



sustained and understood, even if they are your
equal in wisdom or lesser than you...

It says “acquire for yourself a friend,” referring to
it as an acquisition and not “make for yourself a
friend” or “befriend others.” The intention is that
one must acquire a beloved friend for themselves so
that all matters be improved by them, as the sages
taught, “Fither a friend or death” (b. Ta’anit 23a).

If one does not identify such a person, one must
make strenuous efforts to do so - even if you must
first lead that person to into friendship, such that
they become your friend. One must never let up this
connection, until the friendship is firmly established,
as the ethicists say, “When you love, do not love
according to your qualities; but rather love according
to the qualities of your friend.” When each friend
does this, and has the intention to fulfill the other’s
will, the intention of both of them will be one,
without a doubt.

How wonderful is Aristotle’s statement: “The other
friend is yourself.”

There are three types of friendship: a friendship of
utility, of pleasure, and of virtue.

A friendship of utility is, for example, the friendship
of two [business] partners or the friendship of the
king and their retinue.

The friendship for pleasure is of two types - the
friend for pleasure and the friend for confidence.
The friend for pleasure is like that of men and
women in a marriage, and so forth. The friend for
confidence is when a one has a friend upon whom
one can depend and not withhold anything from
them - not in action and not in speech, make known
all of their affairs - the good ones and the
disgraceful - without fearing any embarrassment
from this - not from that person and not from any
other. When one has such a level of confidence in a
another, one finds great enjoyment in their words
and in great friendship.

And a friend for virtue is when the desire of both of
them and their intention is for one thing, and that is
doing good. Each one wishes to be helped by their
friend in reaching for this good so that both can
reach for this good. This is the friend regarding
which we are commanded to acquire. It is like the
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love of the teacher for the student, and of the
student for the teacher.

W.E.B DuBois, Souls of Black Folk

“I sit with Shakespeare, and he winces not. Across the color line I move arm and arm with Balzac
and Dumas, where smiling men and welcoming women glide in gilded halls. From out of the caves
of evening that swing between the strong-limbed Earth and the tracery of stars, I summon Aristotle
and Aurelius and what soul I will, and they come all graciously with no scorn nor condescension. So,
wed with Truth, I dwell above the veil. Is this the life you grudge us, O knightly America? Is this the
life you long to change into the dull red hideousness of Georgia? Are you so afraid lest peering from
this high Pisgah, between Philistine and Amalekite, we sight the Promised Land?”

Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, “From There You Shall Seek,” p. 145

This experience belongs to my childhood. Still, it is not the golden fantasy of a little boy; the feeling
in it is not mystical. It is a completely historical, psychological reality that is alive even now in the
depths of my soul. When I sit down to learn Torah, I find myself immediately in the company of the
sages of the masorah [tradition]. The relations between us are personal. The Rambam is at my right,
Rabbenu Tam at my left, Rashi sits up front and interprets Rabben Tam disputes him; the Ramabm
issues a ruling, and the Rabad objects. They are all in my little room, sitting around my table. They
look at my affectionately, enjoy arguing and studying the Talmud with me, and encourage and
support me the way a father does. Torah study is not solely an educational activity. It is not a merely
formal, technical matter embodied in the discovery and exchange of facts. It is a powerful experience
of becoming friends with many generations of Torah scholars, the joining of one spirit with another,
the union of souls. Those who transmitted the Torah and those who received it come together in
one historical way-station.

Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 24a

Rav came to a certain place. He decreed a fast but RV RDX R RD°IVA 03 ,RI0K RITT? ¥9R°R 27
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makes the rain fall,” and the rain came. o ’
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He said to him: I am a teacher of children, and I M9 RITOWR YWOT 1D 921,927 R V7 XY

teach the Bible to the children of the poor as to the DR CNRT TY A 110070m) 7Y 10770m1 3000

children of the rich. If someone cannot pay, I do

not take anything. And for any child who is

struggling, I have a pond with a school of fish. I

win the student over with my fish. I calm him and

sooth him, until he learns to read.”

Rav said to him: What are your deeds?

Babvlonian Talmud, Horavot 12



Rav Mesharshayya said to his son: “When you seek to 2¥°1 N2 70 1717727 ROWIWR 27 1717 MR
enter and study before your teacher, review your lessons MPD 121 RNPIND 1073 127027 ) 030M)

and then enter before your teacher. When you are sitting 2°N2T MDY NN PP NN 9311572
before them, look to their mouth, as it is written: “And 31 M DR MR PV 1P (9,2 1vw?)
your eyes shall see your teacher” (Isaiah 30:20). When TIWNT °3°7 937 RMT R HY 1073 17073
you study, study next to a river of water; just as the water 122NNV 1PDWR XN

flows, your studies will flow.”

Zohar selection (3, 2:127a)

Rabbi Shim’on, Rabbi El’azar, Rabbi Abba, and Rabbi N7 ,707 M RIR M MYHR 227 YN 27
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nice is the shade of these trees covering us! We must RIDYR? 172778 JIRY 219K 130 19V ROOMT
adorn this place with words of Torah!” RNPIRT 912 IR ORI

Menahem Nahum Twerski of Chernobyvl. Me’or ‘Einayim (Jerusalem: 2012). likkutim, 2:497

As the blessed holy One said, T am Y-H-V-H X7 72 5922 DIRM WA WK D WY1 0N '
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the wall. There was no place in which “I am” " 901X 7"2PR MKW AYwa (772" nw) 1757927 NIt
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b. Eruvin 100b
Rabbi Yohanan said: Even if the Torah had not 2330AR TR 707 .M D, a%n3n 21 ,2annn
been given, we would have learned modesty from 5yia 720X 0oy —
the cat, and stealing from the ant, and forbidden
relations from the dove, and proper relations from
the rooster, which appeases and then mates

Job 12:7-10
But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; ST DAWT 1YY 790 NINT2 RITONY DPIN),
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Or speak to the earth, it will teach you;
The fish of the sea, they will inform you.
Who among all these does not know

That the hand of the LORD has done this?

In His hand is every living soul
And the breath of all mankind.
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