Scene I: The Burning Bush

Exodus 3

(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian,
drove the flock into the wilderness, and came
to Horeb, the mountain of God. (2) An angel
of GOD appeared to him in a blazing fire out
of a bush. He gazed, and there was a bush all
aflame, yet the bush was not consumed. (3)
Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at this
marvelous sight; why doesn’t the bush burn
up?”’ (4) When GOD saw that he had turned
aside to look, God called to him out of the
bush: “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here
[ am.” (5) And [God] said, “Do not come
closer! Remove your sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you stand is holy
ground!” (6) and continued, “I am the God of
your father—the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
(7) And GOD continued, “I have marked
well the plight of My people in Egypt and
have heeded their outcry because of their
taskmasters; yes, [ am mindful of their
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sufferings. (8) I have come down to rescue
them from the Egyptians and to bring them
out of that land to a good and spacious land,
a land flowing with milk and honey, the
region of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. (9) Now the cry of the Israelites
has reached Me; moreover, I have seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. (10) Come,
therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh, and
you shall free My people, the Israelites, from
Egypt.” (11) But Moses said to God, “Who
am | that I should go to Pharaoh and free the
Israelites from Egypt?” (12) “I will be with
you; that shall be your sign that it was I who
sent you. And when you have freed the
people from Egypt, you shall worship God at
this mountain.” (13) Moses said to God,
“When I come to the Israelites and say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me
to you,” and they ask me, ‘By which name?’
what shall I say to them?”” (14) And God said
to Moses, “Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh,” continuing,
“Thus shall you say to the Israelites, ‘Ehyeh
sent me to you.”” (15) And God said further
to Moses, “Thus shall you speak to the
Israelites: GOD [m°], the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you:

This shall be My name forever,This My
appellation for all eternity.(16) “Go and
assemble the elders of Israel and say to them:
The ETERNAL, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob—has appeared to me and said, ‘I have
taken note of you and of what is being done
to you in Egypt, (17) and I have declared: 1
will take you out of the misery of Egypt to
the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and
honey.” (18) They will listen to you; then you
shall go with the elders of Israel to the king
of Egypt and you shall say to him, ‘The
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ETERNAL, the God of the Hebrews, became
manifest to us. Now therefore, let us go a
distance of three days into the wilderness to
sacrifice to the ETERNAL our God.” (19)
Yet I know that the king of Egypt will let you
go only because of a greater might. (20) So I
will stretch out My hand and smite Egypt
with various wonders that [ will work upon
them; after that he shall let you go. (21) And
I will dispose the Egyptians favorably toward
this people, so that when you go, you will not
go away empty-handed. (22) Each woman
shall borrow from her neighbor and the
lodger in her house objects of silver and
gold, and clothing, and you shall put these on
your sons and daughters, thus stripping the
Egyptians.”

Compare with Exodus 19, the beginning of the central Sinai scene:

Exodus 19

(1) On the third new moon after the Israelites
had gone forth from the land of Egypt, on
that very day, they entered the wilderness of
Sinai. (2) Having journeyed from Rephidim,
they entered the wilderness of Sinai and
encamped in the wilderness. Israel encamped
there in front of the mountain, (3) and Moses
went up to God. The ETERNAL called to
him from the mountain, saying, “Thus shall
you say to the house of Jacob and declare to
the children of Israel: (4) “You have seen
what I did to the Egyptians, how I bore you
on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me. (5)
Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and
keep My covenant, you shall be My
treasured possession among all the peoples.
Indeed, all the earth is Mine, (6) but you
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation.” These are the words that you
shall speak to the children of Israel.” (7)
Moses came and summoned the elders of the
people and put before them all that GOD had
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commanded him. (8) All the people
answered as one, saying, “All that GOD has
spoken we will do!” And Moses brought
back the people’s words to GOD. (9) And
GOD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a
thick cloud, in order that the people may hear
when I speak with you and so trust you ever
after.” Then Moses reported the people’s
words to GOD, (10) and GOD said to Moses,
“Go to the people and warn them to stay pure
today and tomorrow. Let them wash their
clothes. (11) Let them be ready for the third
day; for on the third day GOD will come
down, in the sight of all the people, on
Mount Sinai. (12) You shall set bounds for
the people round about, saying, ‘Beware of
going up the mountain or touching the border
of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be
put to death (13) without being touched—by
being either stoned or shot; animal or person,
a trespasser shall not live.” When the ram’s
horn sounds a long blast, they may go up on
the mountain.” (14) Moses came down from
the mountain to the people and warned the
people to stay pure, and they washed their
clothes. (15) And he said to the men, “Be
ready for the third day: do not go near a
woman.” (16) On the third day, as morning
dawned, there was thunder, and lightning,
and a dense cloud upon the mountain, and a
very loud blast of the horn; and all the people
who were in the camp trembled. (17) Moses
led the people out of the camp toward God,
and they took their places at the foot of the
mountain. (18) Now Mount Sinai was all in
smoke, for GOD had come down upon it in
fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln,
and the whole mountain trembled violently.
(19) The blare of the horn grew louder and
louder. As Moses spoke, God answered him
in thunder. (20) GOD came down upon
Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and
GOD called Moses to the top of the
mountain and Moses went up. (21) GOD said
to Moses, “Go down, warn the people not to
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break through to GOD to gaze, lest many of
them perish. (22) The priests also, who come
near GOD, must stay pure, lest GOD break
out against them.” (23) But Moses said to
GOD, “The people cannot come up to Mount
Sinai, for You warned us saying, ‘Set bounds
about the mountain and sanctify it.””” (24) So
GOD said to him, “Go down, and come back
together with Aaron; but let not the priests or
the people break through to come up to
GOD—who would break out against them.”
(25) And Moses went down to the people
and spoke to them.

Cf. Exodus 24:17: n'23% W3 "1 7922 X7
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Ramban on Exodus 3:5

(1) APPROACH NOT HITHER. Moses had
not yet reached the highest degree of
prophecy, for at Mount Sinai /e drew near
unto the thick darkness where G-d was. This
also accounts for the hiding of his face [in
this instance], for he had not yet reached that
high [degree of prophecy of] which it was
said of Moses, and the similitude of the
Eternal doth he behold. (2) FOR THE
PLACE WHEREON THOU STANDEST IS
HOLY GROUND. Even though Moses was
far from the bush, the angel warned him [not
to approach], for the whole mountain became
sanctified when the Divine Presence came
down upon the mountain—top, just as it did
at the time of the Giving of the Torah. Now
Moses was on the mountain for he had
ascended thereto, as it is said, and he came to
the mountain of G-d, unto Horeb, and the
bush was on the top of the mountain. Thus
the entire site became holy and therefore the
wearing of sandals was forbidden. A similar
case is found in Joshua. Likewise, the priests
ministered in the Sanctuary only while
barefoot.
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Scene II: Marah and Eilim

Exodus 15:22-27

(22) Then Moses caused Israel to set out
from the Sea of Reeds. They went on into the
wilderness of Shur; they traveled three days
in the wilderness and found no water. (23)
They came to Marah, but they could not
drink the water of Marah because it was
bitter; that is why it was named Marah. (24)
And the people grumbled against Moses,
saying, “What shall we drink?” (25) So he
cried out to GOD, and GOD showed him a
piece of wood; he threw it into the water and
the water became sweet.

There a fixed rule was made for them; there
they were put to the test: (26) “If you will
heed the ETERNAL your God diligently,
doing what is upright in My sight, giving ear
to My commandments and keeping all My
laws, then I will not bring upon you any of
the diseases that I brought upon the
Egyptians, for I GOD am your healer.” (27)
And they came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm
trees; and they encamped there beside the
water.

Scene III: A Post-Script to Sinai?

Exodus 20:19-23

(19) GOD said to Moses:

Thus shall you say to the Israelites: You
yourselves saw that I spoke to you from the
very heavens: (20) With Me, therefore, you
shall not make any gods of silver, nor shall
you make for yourselves any gods of gold.
(21) Make for Me an altar of earth and
sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your
sacrifices of well-being, your sheep and your
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oxen; in every place where I cause My name
to be mentioned I will come to you and bless
you. (22) And if you make for Me an altar of
stones, do not build it of hewn stones; for by
wielding your tool upon them you have
profaned them. (23) Do not ascend My altar
by steps, that your nakedness may not be
exposed upon it.

Sforno on Exodus 25:8

Elijah: A Second Moses
I Kings 19

(1) When Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah
had done and how he had put all the prophets
to the sword, (2) Jezebel sent a messenger to
Elijjah, saying, “Thus and more may the gods
do if by this time tomorrow I have not made
you like one of them.” (3) Frightened, he fled
at once for his life. He came to Beer-sheba,
which is in Judah, and left his servant there;
(4) he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness. He came to a broom bush and sat
down under it, and prayed that he might die.
“Enough!” he cried. “Now, O ETERNAL
One, take my life, for I am no better than my
predecessors.” (5) He lay down and fell
asleep under a broom bush. Suddenly an
angel touched him and said to him, “Arise
and eat.” (6) He looked about; and there,
beside his head, was a cake baked on hot
stones and a jar of water! He ate and drank,
and lay down again. (7) The angel of GOD
came a second time and touched him and
said, “Arise and eat, or the journey will be
too much for you.” (8) He arose and ate and
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drank; and with the strength from that meal
he walked forty days and forty nights as far
as the mountain of God at Horeb. (9) There
he went into a cave, and there he spent the
night.

Then the word of GOD came to him: “Why
are you here, Elijah?” (10) He replied, “I am
moved by zeal for the ETERNAL, the God
of Hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken
Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and
put Your prophets to the sword. I alone am
left, and they are out to take my life.” (11)
“Come out,” He called, “and stand on the
mountain before GOD.”

And lo, GOD passed by. There was a great
and mighty wind, splitting mountains and
shattering rocks by GOD’s power; but GOD
was not in the wind. After the wind—an
earthquake; but GOD was not in the
earthquake. (12) After the earthquake—fire;
but GOD was not in the fire. And after the
fire—a soft murmuring sound. (13) When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his mantle about
his face and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then a voice addressed
him: “Why are you here, Elijah?” (14) He
answered, “I am moved by zeal for the
ETERNAL, the God of Hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn
down Your altars, and have put Your
prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and
they are out to take my life.” (15) GOD said
to him, “Go back by the way you came, [and]
on to the wilderness of Damascus. When you
get there, anoint Hazael as king of Aram..
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Isaiah 40:1-5

(1)Comfort, oh comfort My people,Says your
God.(2)Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,And
declare to herThat her term of service is
over,That her iniquity is expiated;For she has
received at GOD’s hand

Double for all her sins.(3)A voice rings
out:“Clear in the desertA road for GOD!
Level in the wildernessA highway for our
God!(4)Let every valley be raised,Every hill
and mount made low.Let the rugged ground
become levelAnd the ridges become a
plain.(5)The Presence of GOD shall appear,
And all flesh, as one, shall behold—For
GOD has spoken.”

CF. The Transfiguration: Mathew 17

17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter,
James and John the brother of James, and
led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2
There he was transfigured before them. His
face shone like the sun, and his clothes
became as white as the light. 3 Just then
there appeared before them Moses and
Elijah, talking with Jesus.

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us
to be here. If you wish, I will put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one
for Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud
covered them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him
I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
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