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Section One: Establishing the 79Y of human beings:
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“*Valuation’ here is not monetary value, but whether the person is valuable or cheap, the
valuation fixed for him in this passage is according to his years.”

Issue to think about: Why? Why does the Torah establish set values for human beings?
Why not do with human beings the same thing that is done with animals that cannot be
sacrificed—bring them to the kohen for a precise evaluation?
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20-60 5-20 1 month-5 years | 60
Male 50 shekels 20 shekels 5 shekels 15 shekels
Female 30 shekels 10 shekels 3 shekels 10 shekels

Men Go Down in Value; Women Less So
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Arakhin 19a

And what is different with regard to a female, that when she ages past sixty years she stands at a
valuation of ten shekels, one-third and what is different with regard to a male, that he does not
stand at even one-third of his previous valuation of fifty shekels? Hizkiya said that people say If
there is an elderly man in the home, there is a burden [paha] in the home, as he does not help
with anything; if there is an elderly woman in the home, there is a treasure in the home, as she
assists with various domestic labors.

Addendum: If the person is too poor
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Bava Metzia 114a

Rabba bar Avuh found Elijah standing in a graveyard of gentiles. Rabba bar Avuh said to
him: What is the halakha with regard to making arrangements for the debtor [so that if he
pays his debt he will still be able to live]? Elijah said to him: A verbal analogy is derived
from the usage of the term “poor” written in the context of a debtor and the term “poor” written
in the context of valuations. With regard to valuations, it is written: “But if he is too poor
[makh] for your valuation” (Leviticus 27:8), and with regard to a creditor, it is written: “But
if your brother be poor [yamukh]” (Leviticus 25:35).

Section Two: Dedication of Animals
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This section seems to begin cases that are not “evaluations” but “dedications” (this is more
explicit in the next section). The pure animal must go on the altar. An impure animal obviously
cannot. But it does belong to the Temple and it will need to be redeemed.

Why must an added fifth be given? Baruch Levine (JPS Torah Commentary) suggests that this is

a penalty. One should not undo this act of generosity. Therefore a 20 percent penalty was
imposed on the donator.

Section Three: Sanctifying Houses
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Notice that the verb here is yakdish. He is not saying that he wants to donate the value of the
house. He is dedicating the house to the Temple. The house is evaluated by the kohen, but this
does not automatically mean that the house is redeemed. The house is similar to the impure
animal.

Section Four: Ahuzah (Inheritance) Land
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Rules:
1) Land is evaluated by the quantity of seed required in planting it. Zera homer—means the
amount of land that is planted with a homer of seed. Land in the Torah refers to land that
can be farmed—not random land anywhere.

2) If he dedicates it in the Jubilee year-the land is worth its full value. This is because
ahuzah land goes back to its owner at the next Jubilee. Basically the dedicator is
dedicating the amount of years left before the Yovel.

3) If he does not redeem the land, then the kohanim might sell it (this pasuk is difficult).
Once the kohanim have sold it, the land cannot be redeemed by the original owner. At the
next Jubilee the land has the status of herem, meaning it becomes the property of the
priesthood, as in Bemidbar 18:14: :757 77 “X1t°2 071772

Section Five: Purchased Land
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At the Yovel, purchased land goes back to the person whose ahuzah it is.

If a person dedicates land he purchased, then the kohen must evaluate it and the one who
dedicated it will pay the Temple. In this case, he must pay the debt. There is no option, because
at the Yovel, the land will go back to the original owner. If the dedicator does not pay the debt,
then it will turn out that nothing is given to the Temple.

Section Six: Herem Dedications
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