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Exodus 13

(1)'n spoke further to Moses, saying, (2) "Consecrate to Me every male
first-born; human and beast, the first [male] issue of every womb among
the Israelites is Mine.” (11) “"And when 'n has brought you into the land of
the Canaanites, as [God] swore to you and to your fathers, and has given it
to you, (12) you shall set apart for 'n every first issue of the womb: every
male firstling that your cattle drop shall be 'n’s. (13) But every firstling ass
you shall redeem with a sheep; if you do not redeem it, you must break its
neck. And you must redeem every male first-born among your children. (14)
And when, in time to come, a child of yours asks you, saying, ‘What does
this mean?’ you shall reply, ‘It was with a mighty hand that 'n brought us out
from Egypt, the house of bondage. (15) When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to
let us go, 'n slew every [male] first-born in the land of Egypt, the first-born
of both human and beast. Therefore I sacrifice to 'n every first male issue of
the womb, but redeem every male first-born among my children.” (16) “And
so it shall be as a sign upon your hand and as a symbol on your forehead
that with a mighty hand 'n freed us from Egypt.”
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Sforno on Exodus 13:1-2

(1) 2moa ' 7 wp, they all have to be redeemed just as other sanctified items
which cannot be used for their designated purpose can be redeemed;
otherwise they are forbidden for secular use. This prohibition is spelled out
in Deuteronomy 15,19 in the words 71w 2p22 Tiavn X7, “you are not allowed
to perform work with your firstborn ox.” The amount designated here by the
Torah for redeeming a human being is the minimum applicable mentioned in
connection with this legislation in chapter 27 in Leviticus. Whereas a fully
mature male over 20 is valued at 50 shekel, the 30 day old infant is valued
at 5 shekel.
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Rashi on Numbers 3:12

(1) 'nnp? man axi AND I, BEHOLD I HAVE TAKEN [THE LEVITES FROM AMONG
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL] — This means: And I — whence do “I” claim the
right on them from among the children of Israel, that the Israelites should
have to hire them (cf. Rashi on v. 8) for My service? It is through the
firstborn — to whom I surely have a title — that I have a claim on them (the
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Levites) and so I take them in their (the firstborns’) stead. For originally the
service (the priestly functions) was performed by the firstborn, but when
they (the Israelites and among them their firstborn too) sinned by
worshipping the golden calf they became disqualified, and the Levites who
had not worshipped the idol were chosen in their stead.
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