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Malbim on Genesis
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“If you will look upon,” Rabbi Elazar said:
Hannah said before the Holy One,
Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, if
You will look upon [me] fine, and if not,
You will see. | will go and seclude myself
with another man before Elkana, my
husband. Since | secluded myself, they
will force me to drink the sota water and
since You will not make Your Torah false
[pelasten, [| will bear children.] The Torah
says: “...she shall be acquitted and she
shall conceive” (Numbers 5:28). . . .
Rabbi Akiva said to him: If so, all barren
women will go and seclude themselves
and any woman who did not commit the
sin of adultery will be remembered.
Rather, the verse teaches: if she has
given birth with pain, she now gives birth
with ease. . . . [According to Rabbi Akiva’s
explanation,] what is Im ra’o tireh? The
Torah spoke in the language of men.
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Biblical Poetry Example: 1-2:x 1n'yw!

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth,
For GOD has spoken:

“I reared children and brought them up—
And they have rebelled against Me!

An ox knows its owner,

A donkey its master’s crib:
Israel does not know,

My people takes no thought.”

Ah, sinful nation!
People laden with iniquity!
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Brood of evildoers!
Depraved children!
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“I will greatly expand

Your hard labor—and your pregnancies;
In hardship shall you bear children....”

They have forsaken GOD, MinN
Spurned the Holy One of Israel,

Turned their backs.

Gen. 3:16//tu:a 'R0

And to the woman [God] said, AN NIAYY DI NN X NEURDTIN
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“I will greatly expand
your hard labor”: beyond
the blood of niddah and
the period. “And your
pregnancies”: That the
blood will stop but she
will have the pain of
pregnancy. “In hardship
shall you bear”: This is
the pain of childbirth,
and it includes the pain
of raising [children], for
here, “childbirth”
functions [to signal] the
raising and the nursing..
. . And like Hazal say,
this switched from prior
to the sin, for on the very
day they were created,
on that very day he took
out offspring. And Cain
and Abel did not require
raising and nursing....
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Gen. 4:23//20:71 '%12

And Lamech said to his wives, NY '¢ia i vy NY ATy 1Y g sl
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; T2 Y97 RN UK 1D 'DAK NIATXD
O wives of Lamech, give ear to my NNany
speech.

| have slain a person for wounding me,

And a lad for bruising me.




(Next verse: If Cain is avenged sevenfold,
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”)
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“And Lamech said to his
wives”... Hear my
voice—and do not rebel
(even if you were not my
wives), saying to his
wives: | will give my
words to Adah and
Tzilah; and all the more
SO since you are the
wives of Lamech and the
wife needs to be
submissive to her
husband; if so, “listen to
my words.” (“Listen” is
gentler than “hear,”
meaning you should
even listen to all that |
say): For, if | were to do
evil to you, who would
save you from my hand?
One man harmed me
and | killed him, and at
the time of the murder,
did not the man | killed
for harming me wound
me (wounding is gentler
than harming)? And so |
also killed his child, and
there was no one to
arise against me and to
seek his blood against
my hand (ie, to avenge
his blood)for there is no
law against me in the
land, for my arm is
raised, and should you
say | will be punished by
the laws of heaven, | will
respond to you...”
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