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M. Hullin Chapter 6
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Midrash Yelammedeinu 170
If you slaughter an ox, sheep, or goat, do not cover their blood. Why?
Because they stem from your possessions and are under your authority. But
those that under his [i.e. God's] authority, if you slaughter them, cover their
blood. Why? Lest he become your prosecutor and slayer.
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