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Approaching the New Year with the Sfas Emes
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Psalms 100

(1) A psalm for praise.Raise a shout for the LORD, all the earth;

(2) worship the LORD in gladness; come into His presence with shouts of joy.

(3) Acknowledge that the LORD is God;He made us and we are His,His people, the flock He tends.
(4) Enter His gates with praise, His courts with acclamation.Praise Him!

Bless His name!

(5) For the LORD is good;His steadfast love is eternal;His faithfulness is for all generations.
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Rav Hisda says, and some say that Mar Ukva says: Concerning any person who has arrogance
within him, the Holy One, Blessed be He, said: He and | cannot dwell together in the world, as it
is stated: “He who slanders his neighbor in secret, him will | destroy; he who is haughty of eye
and proud of heart, him will | not suffer [oto lo ukhal]” (Psalms 101:5-6). These verses should be
understood as follows: Do not read the verse as: “Oto lo ukhal’; rather, read it as: Itto lo ukhal,
meaning, with him, | cannot bear to dwell. (There are those who teach that this was stated with
regard to those who speak slander because the beginning of the verse states: “He who slanders
his neighbor in secret, him will | destroy.”)
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There are four new years: The first of Nisan is the new year for kings and for festivals. The first of Elul
is the new year for the tithe of beasts. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon say: the first of Tishri. The first
of Tishri is the new year for years, for shmitta and jubilee years, for planting and for [tithe of]
vegetables. The first of Shevat is the new year for trees, according to the words of Bet Shammai. Bet
Hillel says: on the fifteenth of that month.
V' "un (5
'DTN7 DTXD™7 2 D197 019D DA
As face answers to face in water, so does one man’s heart to another.
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“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your
might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). “With all your heart,” with your two impulses, the evil impulse as
well as the good impulse.
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At four set times the world is judged: On Pesah in respect to the produce. On Shavuot in
respect to the fruit of the tree. On Rosh Hashanah all the people of the world pass before
Him “kVnei Maron”, as it says, “He who fashions the hearts of them all, who discerns all their
doings” (Psalms 33:15). And on Sukkot they are judged in respect of rain.
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On Rosh HaShana all creatures pass before Him like benei maron. What is benei maron?
Here they interpreted it Like a flock of sheep [kivhei imarnal.
Reish Lakish said: Like the ascent of Beit Maron
Rav Yehuda said Shmuel said: Like the soldiers of the house of David.
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pass, count, and record the souls of all
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And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, of whatever passes under the rod, the
tenth shall be holy to the Lord.
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As shepherds seek out their flock when some [animals] in their flock have gotten separated,
so | will seek out My flock, | will rescue them from all the places to which they were scattered
on a day of cloud and gloom.



