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Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus, pp. 403-405
The blood spots alone need to be washed out, not th entire garment. The garment
does not become holy by coming into contact with the blood of the purification offering.
Instead of being confiscated by the sanctuary, as would any object that is rendered holy,
it is restored to its former status by having its so-called holiness effaced through
washing. Thus the garment is actually treated as if it were impure, for it is impure
clothing that always requires laundering...
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If the earthen vessel was now sanctified, why the need to break it?... We are
dealing with matters of impurity, not holiness. Only impure earthenware needs to
be broken... We have here a case of ambivalence... On the one hand, Scripture
states flatly that any object touching the flesh of the purification offering contracts
holiness; on the other hand, the object is treated as if it were impure.
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Parallel Between Chapter 12 and Chapters 9-11
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Segue Between Chapters 12-13
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