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Ruth vs. Judges:
A Righteous Revelation of Literary Inversions
and Lessons to Live By

by Rabbanit Jennifer Raskas

Introduction: Same Time/Same Place
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Ruth 1:1-2

(1) In the days when the judges judged, there was a famine in the land; and a man
of Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country of
Moab. (2) The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name was Naomi, and his two
sons were named Death and Destruction—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah.
They came to the country of Moab and remained there.
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Judges 19:1

(1) In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite residing at the
other end of the hill country of Ephraim took to himself a concubine from
Bethlehem in Judah.

Part 1: Stories in Shoftim
Stories: Story 1—Judges - Micha - Veiled Depravity -- Blessings Gone Wrong
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Judges 17:1-6

(1) There was a man in the hill country of _whose name was Micah. (2) He
said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you,

so that you uttered an imprecation which you repeated in my hearing—I have that
silver; I took it.” ﬁ,” said his mother. (3) He returned
the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother; but his mother said, “I herewith
consecrate the silver to the LORD, transferring it to my son to make a sculptured
image and a molten image. I now return it to you.” (4) So when he gave the silver
back to his mother, his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave it to a
smith. He made of it a sculptured image and a molten image, which were kept in the

house of Micah. (5) Now the man Micah had a house of God; he had made an ephod

and teraihim and he had -one of his sons to be his f)riest. (6)

Story#1 Rut: Redemption of Blessing to G-d — Boaz, Rut and G-d
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Ruth 2:4

i4i Boaz ireeted the reapers, “_they responded, _
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Ruth 2:20

(20) Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, KBlessedbeRE(BOAZ) 0L the BORD, who

has not failed in His kindness to the living or to the dead!
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Ruth 3:10

(10) He exclaimed, FBeiDIessediof the LORDydaughter! Your latest deed of kindness

is greater than the first, in that you have not turned to younger men, whether poor or
rich.
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Ruth 4:14

(14) And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not withheld a
redeemer from you today! May his name be perpetuated in Israel!

Story 2 Judges- Hospitality Gone Wrong
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Judges 19:1

(1) In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a Levite residing at the other
end of the hill country of Ephraim took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in
Judah.
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Judges 19:10-12

(11) Since they were close to Jebus, and the day was very far spent, the attendant said
to his master, “Let us turn aside to this town of the Jebusites and spend the night in
it.” (12) But his master said to him, “We will not turn aside to a town of
non-Israelites who are not of Israel but will continue to Gibeah.

M723-272:07° DYLDWW



https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.10
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.10-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.10-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.22-25

0°BTNA N2 NN 130 PY°52712 "WIN Y7 “WIN 1131027 NK 07270 191 (22)
I072°9K N2™WK WIRITNN NI AN Tt 1737 2va WN- "X 1IN NYTIYY
A2y

Judges 19:22-25

(22) While they were enjoying themselves, the men of the town, a depraved lot, had
gathered about the house and were pounding on the door. They called to the aged
owner of the house, “Bring out the man who has come into your house, so that we
can know him.” ...

Story #2: Rut: Redemption - Hospitality Gone Right
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Ruth 1:16

(16) But Ruth replied, “Do not me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you.
For wherever you go, [ will go; ; your people shall

be my people, and your God my God.
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Ruth 3:13-14

And now, daughter, have no fear. I will do in your behalf whatever you ask, for all (11)
the elders of my town KllOW what a fine woman you are...(13) OGS Or theMIShT.
Then in the morning, if he will act as a redeemer, good! let him redeem. But if he does
not want to act as redeemer for you, I will do so myself, as the LORD lives! Lie down

until morning.” (14) So she lay at his feet until dawn. She rose before one person

could distinguish another, for he thought, “EetiGNOGDERAOWS that the woman
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”.came to the threshing floor

Story 3: Judges - Brotherhood -> Civil War
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Judges 20:2

(2) All the leaders of the people [and] all the tribes of Israel presented themselves in
the assembly of God’s people, 400,000 fighting men on foot.—
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Judges 20:8

8) Then all the people rose, as one man, and declared, “We will not go back to our
peop 8
homes, we will not enter our houses!

Story #3 Rut — Redemption of Brotherhood (literally and figuratively)
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Ruth 4:10

(10) I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to
perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name of the
deceased may not disappear from among his brothers and from the gate of his
home town. You are witnesses today.”

Story #4: Judges - The Wrong Way to Prevent a Lost Tribe
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Judges 21:1-3
(1) Now Israel’s forces had taken an oath at Mizpah: “None of us must ever give his
daughter in marriage to a Benjaminite.” (2) The people came to Bethel and sat there
before God until evening. They wailed and wept bitterly, (3) and they said, “O
ETERNAL God of Israel, why has this happened in Israel, that one tribe must now
be missing from Israel?”
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Judges 21:10-11

(10) So the assemblage dispatched 12,000 of the warriors, instructing them as
follows: “Go and attack the the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead to the sword, women
and children included. (11) This is what you are to do: Destroy every man, and every
woman who has known a man carnally.”

Story #4: Rut - A Righteous Way to Prevent a Lost Family
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Ruth 4:7

(7) Now this was formerly done in Israel in cases of FedemptiORjor exchange: to
validate any transaction, one man would -his sandal and hand it to the other.
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Ruth 4:10

(10) I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the
deceased upon his estate, that the name of the deceased may not disappear from among his brothers and

from the gate of his home town. You are witnesses today.”
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Now we can better understand how hard it was for Naomi to see beyond Rut’s surface and
appreciate the journey everyone took to “recognize” her
3. Ultimate Tikkun -Meta-Theme: Seeing Ruth’s Righteousness Beyond the
Surface
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Ruth 2:5-6

(5) Boaz said to the servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose girl is that?”
(6) The servant in charge of the reapers replied, “She is a Moabite girl who came back
with Naomi from the country of Moab.
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Ruth 2:10-11

(10) She prostrated herself with her face to the ground, and said to him, “Why are
you so kind as to recognize me, when I am a ” (11) Boaz said in reply, “I
have been told of all that you @illfor your mother-in-law after the death of your
husband, how you left your father and mother and the land of your birth and
came to a people you had not known before.
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Ruth 2:19
(19) her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work?
Blessed be he who _y 1” So she told her mother-in-law whom she had

worked with, saying, “The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.”
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(11) And now, daughter, have no fear. I will do in your behalf whatever you ask, for all
the elders of my town know what a fine woman you are.

Ruth 3:11
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Ruth 4:11

(11) All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are. May the LORD make
the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built
up the House of Israel! Prosper in; and perpetuate a name in Bethlehem!

Final Moment: Naomi and her friends RECOGNIZE Rut's love and loyalty
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Ruth 4:15

(15) He will renew your life and sustain your old age; for he is born of your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons.”

4. Redemption of Words
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Judges 20:42-45

(42) They retreated before the men of Israel along the road to the wilderness, where the fighting caught up with
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them; meanwhile those from the towns were massaering them in it. (43) They encircled the Benjaminites,
pursued them, and trod them down [from] Menuhah to a point opposite Gibeah on the east. (44) That day 18,000
men of Benjamin fell, all of them brave men. (45) They turned and fled to the wilderness, to the Rock of
Rimmon; but [the Israelites] picked off another 5,000 on the roads and, continuing in hot pursuit of them up to
Gidom, they slew 2,000 more.

VIR M7

MP22M 1210 MINER (77 P AY°R N°2 MWN AR (X 007 P17 1107 ()

Ruth 1:9

(9) May the LORD grant that each of you find security [Menuha] in the
house of a husband!” And she kissed them farewell. They broke into
weeping.
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Ruth 2:1

(1) Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, a man of substance, of
the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.
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Ruth 2:8

(8) Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen to me, daughter. Don’t go to glean in another
field. Don’t go elsewhere, but stay here close to my girls.
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Ruth 3:1-2

(1) Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, “Daughter, I must seek a home
for you, where you may be happy. (2) Now there is our kinsman Boaz,
whose girls you were close to. He will be winnowing barley on the threshing
floor tonight.
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Ruth 3:11

(11) And now, daughter, have no fear. I will do in your behalf whatever you
ask, for all the elders of my town know what a fine woman you are.
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Ruth 4:6-8

(6) The redeemer replied, “Then I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair
my own estate. You take over my right of redemption, for I am unable to

exercise it.” (7) Now this was how redemption was performed in Israel: to
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validate any transaction, one man would draw off his sandal and hand it to
the other. Such was the practice in Israel. (8) So when the redeemer said to
Boaz, “Acquire for yourself,” he drew off his sandal.

5. Redemption of Ending
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Judges 21:24-25

(24) Thereupon the Israelites dispersed, each to his own tribe and clan; everyone
departed for his own territory. (25) In those days there was no king in Israel;
everyone did as he pleased.
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Ruth 4:17-22

(17) and the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi!”
They named him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, father of David. (18) This is the line
of Perez: Perez begot Hezron, (19) Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Ammi-nadab, (20)
Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salmon, (21) Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz
begot Obed, (22) Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.
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