Chapter 3: Revelation and the World

Menahem Nahum Twerski of Chernobyl, Me’or ‘Einayim (Jerusalem: 2012), likkutim, 2:497
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As the blessed holy One said, ‘I am Y-H-V-H
your God, this utterance was heard roaring
forth from all places, even from the stones in
the wall. There was no place in which “I am”
was not heard. God’s word, the statement “I
am,” truly fills everything, for the world is filled
with God’s glory (Isa. 6:2). Divinity dwells
within all things.

b. Eruvin 100b

Rabbi Yohanan said: Even if the Torah had not
been given, we would have learned modesty
from the cat, and stealing from the ant, and
forbidden relations from the dove, and proper
relations from the rooster, which appeases and
then mates.
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Job 12:7-10

But ask the beasts, and they will teach you;
The birds of the sky, they will tell you,

Or speak to the earth, it will teach you;
The fish of the sea, they will inform you.
Who among all these does not know

That the hand of the LORD has done this?

In His hand is every living soul
And the breath of all mankind.
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Hayim Vital, Sha'ar Ruah ha-Kodesh

Even the worms, flies, and mosquitoes declare
wisdom. Fach living thing, including the
creepy-crawlies, speaks matters of wisdom.
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Zelda “Orange Butterfly
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b. Ta’anit 24a

Rav came to a certain place. He decreed a fast
but rain did not come. The prayer leader
descended before him recited: “He Who makes
the wind blow,” and the wind blew. He said:
“Who makes the rain fall,” and the rain came.
Rav said to him: What are your deeds?

He said to him: I am a teacher of children, and
I teach the Bible to the children of the poor as
to the children of the rich. If someone cannot
pay, I do not take anything. And for any child
who is struggling, I have a pond with a school
of fish. I win the student over with my fish. I
calm that child and soothe them, until they
learn to read
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Clint Smith, “Look at that Pond,” Above Ground
Look at the fish swimming under its silver surface. Look how the surface shimmers like sound. Look

how the fish follow one another, how their bodies bend like strings of a harp. Look how this stone

skips staccato across the surface then disappears with a whisper. Look how the ripples in the water

never seem to stop. Look at the way the colors of the fish’s scales change as the sun slides across the

sky. Look at the way the plants surround the pond as if they were trying to keep it safe. One day this

pond will become a swamp and this swamp will become a marsh and this marsh will become a

forest. Maybe one day my children’s children’s children will walk around in this forest and find the

stone we skipped. A single fish can lay over one million eggs in a single year. Tiny plankton in bodies

of water like this one produce over half of the oxygen on earth. My life is made possible by trillions

of tiny mysteries. I exist because of so many things I’ll never see.




Nahman of Bratslav, Likkutei Mobaran 2:63

Each shepherd has a unique melody (nzggun),
reflecting the grasses and the place where they
pasture. Every animal has some unique
vegetation that it must eat, and the shepherd
does not always remain in the same place ...
Each grass has a song... and the shepherd’s
melody is made from their songs....

This is connected to, “From the ends of the
earth, song shall be heard” (Isa. 24:16). Melody
and song erupts from “the ends of the earth,”
for the vegetation that grows upon the earth
produces song. The shepherd knows the
melody through which strength is given to the
grasses, and thus food is produced for the
animals.
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Ya’akov Leiner, Beit Yaakov, bereshit p. 26, no. 41

The statement “let Us make the human being in
our image” (Gen. 1:26) was spoken to all
creations. When all creatures were formed,
other than human beings, the blessed One
asked each one individually for its consent to be
created, as it says in the Talmud, “They were
created willingly, with their form” (b. Rosh
Hashanah 11a). But no creature was asked
regarding the others, since they do not have
free choice and thus cannot destroy or lay waste
[to other species]. They will surely profit from
the creation of other beings, and thus implicitly
agree to their creation, since “one may be
granted merit without explicit knowledge.” But
when it came to humanity, the blessed One
asked all other creatures if they should be
formed because they have free will and can
destroy all the rest of creation. They agreed,
however, and all gave permission for the
formation of humanity.
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