Be of the Disciples of Aaron
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Pirkei Avot 1:12

(12) Hillel and Shammai received [the oral
tradition] from them. Hillel used to say: be of
the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and
pursuing peace, loving mankind and drawing
them close to the Torah.

Avot DeRabbi Natan 12

Hillel and Shammai received from them. Hillel
would say: Be like the students of Aaron: Love
peace, and pursue peace, and bring peace
between one person and another, and
between husband and wife, [love all people,|
and bring them closer to Torah. He would also
say: One who pursues a name, loses his name.
One who does not increase, diminishes. One who
does not learn, deserves to die. One who makes
use of the crown, passes away. He would also say:
If I am not for myself, who will be for me? And
when I am only for myself, what am I? And if not
now, when? Love peace. How so? This is to
teach you to be a person who loves peace
among all the people of Israel, just as Aaron
loved peace between everyone, as it says
(Malachi 2:6), “A Torah of Truth was on his
mouth, and no crooked thing was on his lips.
He walked with Me in peace and
righteousness, and he pulled back many from
sin.” (Rabbi Meir would say: What do we
learn from “he pulled back many from sin”?)
When Aaron was walking down the road, and
he came upon a wicked person, he would
wish him Shalom. The next day, when that
man wanted to sin, he would say: Alas! How
will I be able to look Aaron in the face; I will
be so embarrassed when he wishes me

279N NIAN mawn .1
711 ,70IR P9 .00n 192p *RRw % (27)

019U 77 09w 2R 0K SW 1 TRban
:117IR% 1277773 NI DX 27N

27 1N3 27T MaN .2

"7 IR P9 0nn 192 TR P90

DI7W 7T D17W AN IR PW 1T Rbnn
NR 2MIR] INWKRS WK 172 017w 0°wn)

T2 ININ 7177 RIT.TIN7 12901 [
7% K771 007 101 RO 1P 0W TaR RNw
11771 K7 2921 RN WRNW2 KT 2°°1 R20p
17 "N¥Y? PIRWIT 72 °n ¥% N PR OX NI
7379 019W AN NA%K 1PWIY R DR 7R
2172 PRIW 2 D1PW 2N DR RiT°W 7270
172 D1PW 2N TR 770w 77T TR TR
NnR NN (2 2R27) *RIW TN TN 72
DI7W3 1"NBWA R¥NI K2 7121971 171792 1IN
n”7) 11Yn 2°Wi 0727 DX 770 11w R
mPIWwS* (1IYn 2°Wi 0727 PPN A0 IR

17 1031 YW1 0TN2 12 ¥ID 7172 7200 1IN
1772y M2Y7 WK MK Wpa nn? 01w
NX FININRT 72 90X 7279 KWK TR 75 1N 0K
MR K373 D17W °7 1NIW 1I0°7 "N 1NN
J1772Y0 10 108Y YN WO

27 Oy 1 12790 WYWw DX 32 7w 197*
1IN %3217 0K 00 TR D3N 2w 10N
17722 DR Y121 127 DR 7072 0N 170 a0
NX TIRINRT 227V R KWK TR 77 I 01X
175V "NMI0W NI PINW 137277 NWwIa 1an
T211 1277 INIR 70w TV 1P¥K W NI
T1aM N 732 7R NRT IR AW IR
17712 DR YIP1 127 DR 57070 I0IX 100

NX INIRT 1727V DR KWK TR 77 71X 01K


https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.12
http://docs.google.com/topics/hillel
http://docs.google.com/topics/shammai
http://docs.google.com/topics/hillel
http://docs.google.com/topics/aaron
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.12
http://docs.google.com/topics/hillel
http://docs.google.com/topics/shammai
http://docs.google.com/topics/hillel
http://docs.google.com/topics/aaron
https://www.sefaria.org/Avot_DeRabbi_Natan.12
http://docs.google.com/Malachi.2.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Avot_DeRabbi_Natan.12
http://docs.google.com/Malachi.2

Shalom. And so this man would stop himself
from sinning. Similarly, when two people
were fighting with one another, Aaron would
go and sit next to one of them and say: My
son, look at the anguish your friend is going
through! His heart is ripped apart and he is
tearing at his clothes. He is saying, How can I
face my old friend? I am so ashamed, I
betrayed his trust. Aaron would sit with him
until his rage subsided. Then Aaron would go
to the other person in the fight and say: My
son, look at the anguish your friend is going
through! His heart is ripped apart and he is
tearing at his clothes. He is saying, How can I
face my old friend? I am so ashamed, I
betrayed his trust. Aaron would sit with him
until his rage subsided. When the two people
saw each other, they would embrace and kiss
one another. And that is why it says
(Numbers 20:20), “And the entire House of
Israel wept for Aaron for thirty days” [after
his death]. (Another interpretation:) Why did
Israel weep for Aaron for thirty days? [(Both
women and men.)| Because he always judged
tairly. How do we know this? For he never
said to a man or woman: You have disgraced
yourself. That is why it says that the entire
House of Israel wept for him. But with Moses,
who would chastise them with harsh words,
it merely says (Deuteronomy 34:8), “The
children of Israel wept for Moses.” And also,
how many thousands in Israel were named
after Aaron! Because if not for Aaron, they
would never have come into the world. For he
would bring peace between husband and
wife, and then they would come back
together, and would name their first child
after him. But there are those who say that
the reason the entire House of Israel wept for
him for thirty days is because anyone who
saw Moses our teacher sitting and weeping,
how could they not weep? (And some say:)
Anyone who saw Elazar and Pinchas, the two
high priests, standing and crying, how could
they not weep? At that time, Moses asked to
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die as Aaron had died, because he saw the
great honor Aaron was given at the funeral
procession, with rows and rows of angels
eulogizing him. But did he actually say this to
someone? No, he just said it to himself. Yet
the Holy Blessed One heard his whisper, as it
says (Deuteronomy 32:51), “And you will die
on the mountain that you go up on, and be
gathered to your people, just as your brother
Aaron died on Mount Hor.” From this you
learn that he asked to die as Aaron had died.
At that time, [God] said to the Angel of Death:
Go, bring me the soul of Moses. The Angel of
Death went and stood before him, and said:
Moses, give me your soul. But he scowled at
him [and said: The place I sit, you have no
right to even stand — and you ask me to give
you my soul? So he scowled at him] and
chased him away with a rebuke. The Holy
Blessed One said again to the Angel of Death:
Go, bring me the soul of Moses. Finally, the
Holy Blessed One said to Moses: Moses!
You’ve had enough of this world. The World
to Come has been prepared for you since the
six days of creation. As it says (Exodus 33:22),
“God said, here is a place near Me; stand on
that rock.” The Holy Blessed One took Moses’
soul and stored it under the Throne of Glory.
(As it says [I Samuel 25:29], “And the soul of
my master will be bound up in the bond of
life.”) And when He took it, He did it with a
kiss. As it says (Deuteronomy 34:5), “[Moses
died...] by the mouth of God.” And not only
Moses’ soul is stored under the Throne of
Glory, but also the souls of all the righteous
are stored there! As it says (I Samuel 25:29),
“[If anyone sets out to pursue you and seek
your life], the soul of my master will be bound
up in the bond of life.” Could it be that the
souls of the wicked are there, too? The verse
continues: “but He will fling away the lives of
your enemies like a slingshot.” [(To what can
this be compared?) It can be compared to
someone who takes a stone and placesitin a
sling;] even though he flings it from place to
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place, he does not know where it will land. So
itis for the souls of the wicked, which cast
about and go wandering the world, and have
no place to rest. The Holy Blessed One said
again to the Angel of Death: Go, bring me the
soul of Moses. He went back to the place, and
looked for Moses, but could not find him. He
went to the Great Sea and said to it: Did
Moses come here? And it said: I have not seen
him since the day that Israel passed through
me. He went to the mountains and hills and
asked them: Did Moses come here? [They said
to him: We have not seen him since the day
that Israel received the Torah on Mount Sinai.
He went down to the Underworld and to
Oblivion said to them: Did Moses come here?
They said: We have heard his name, but we
have never seen him. He went and asked the
angels: Did Moses come here?] They said to
him: God knows his path and his place. God
stored him away for the World to Come, and
no living creature knows where. As it says
(Job 28:12-14, 22), “Where will wisdom be
found, and where is the place of
understanding? No human knows its
measure, and it cannot be found in the land of
the living. The Deep says, itis not in me, and
the sea says it is not by me.... Oblivion and
Death say: in our ears we heard a rumor.”
Even Joshua was sitting in despair over Moses
[for he did not know where he was], until the
Holy Blessed One said to him: Joshua, why are
you in despair over Moses? For “Moses My
servantis dead.” (Joshua 1:2). Pursue peace.
How so? This teaches that a person should
pursue peace in Israel between everyone (in
the way that Aaron would pursue peace in
Israel between everyone, as it says [Psalms
34:15], “Turn from evil, and do good; seek
peace and pursue it.” Rabbi Shimon ben
Elazar would say:) If a person stays quietly in
his place, how can he pursue peace in Israel
between everyone? [Rather, he should go out
from his place and into the world and pursue
peace in Israel,] as it says, “Seek peace and
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pursue it.” How does this work? Seek it where
you are, and pursue it in some other place...

Malachi 2:4-8

Know, then, that I have sent this charge to
you that My covenant with Levi may
endure—said GOD of Hosts. I had with him a
covenant of life and well-being, which I gave
to him, and of reverence, which he showed
Me. For he stood in awe of My name. Proper
rulings were in his mouth,And nothing
perverse was on his lips;He served Me with
complete loyaltyAnd held the many back
from iniquity. For the lips of a priest guard
knowledge,And rulings are sought from his
mouth; For he is a messenger of GOD of
Hosts. But you have turned away from that
course: You have made the many stumble
through your rulings; you have corrupted the
covenant of the Levites—said GOD of Hosts.

Psalms 34:13-15

Who is the man who is eager for life,who
desires years of good fortune? Guard your
tongue from evil,your lips from deceitful
speech. Shun evil and do good,seek amity and
pursueit.

Sanhedrin 6b:2-6

The Tosefta cites several statements of
tanna’im related to compromise and the term
botze’a. Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Yosei
HagGelili, says: It is prohibited to mediate a
dispute; and anyone who mediates
[habotze’a] a dispute is a sinner; and
anyone who blesses the mediator is
cursing God. And of this, it is stated: “And
the covetous [botze’a] blesses himself,
though he despises the Lord” (Psalms 10:3).
Rather, the judge must assure that the true
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judgment will prevail at all costs and
metaphorically pierce the mountain, as it is
stated: “For the judgment is God’s”
(Deuteronomy 1:17). And similarly, Moses
would say: Let the judgment pierce the
mountain. But by contrast, Aaron, whose
role was not that of a judge, was a lover of
peace and a pursuer of peace, and he would
apply peace between one person and the
other, as it is stated: “The law of truth was
in his mouth, and unrighteousness was
not found in his lips; he walked with Me in
peace and uprightness, and turned many
away from iniquity” (Malachi 2:6). The
Tosefta cites several other interpretations of
the above-mentioned verse from Psalms.
Rabbi Eliezer says: If one stole a se’a of
wheat and ground it and baked it and
separated halla from it, i.e., separated the
portion of the dough that must be given to
the priests, how can he possibly recite the
blessing on the mitzva of halla? He is not
blessing; rather, he is cursing God. And of
this offense it is stated: “And the covetous
[uvotze’a] blesses himself, though he
despises the Lord,” interpreted homiletically
as: And whoever blesses upon breaking
[botze’a] the bread despises the Lord. Rabbi
Meir says: The term botze’a employed in that
verse was stated only with regard to Judah,
as it is stated: “And Judah said to his
brothers: What profit [betza] is it if we slay
our brother and conceal his blood? Come,
and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites”
(Genesis 37:26-27). And consequently,
anyone who blesses Judah for this actis
cursing God, and of this it is stated: “And
the covetous [uvotze’a] blesses himself,
though he despises the Lord,” interpreted
homiletically as: “And whoever blesses the
profiteer [botze’a] despises the Lord.” Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Korha says: It is a mitzva to
mediate a dispute, as it is stated: “Execute
the judgment of truth and peace in your
gates” (Zechariah 8:16). Is it not that in the
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place where there is strict judgment there
is no true peace, and in a place where there
is true peace, there is no strict judgment?
Rather, which is the judgment that has
peace within it? You must say: This is
mediation, as both sides are satisfied with
the result.
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'Derekh Chayyim is a commentary on Pirkei Avot written by the Maharal of
Prague (Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel (1512-1609).
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