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Part I1I: Tosafot’s Approach to All of This

Recall that last week we furthered our understanding of the role of sprinkling of blood
during the covenant ceremony (Exodus 24) by seeing how hazal built on in the gemara
in Kareitot 8b-9a.

It seems as if, in an earlier stratum of the talmudic sugya the Rabbis were interested in
requiring a sacrifice as part of the conversion process, based off Exodus 24.

Later, they backed off a full equation between the two processes, emphasizing the
burnt-offering for a convert, but not the peace-offering.

The halakhic conclusion notes three required steps for conversion, but circumcision
and mikva-immersion are necessary steps, while the burnt-offering is obligatory but its
absence does not impede the conversion process.

The rabbis derived from a verse in Numbers 15 that conversion must be possible in
every generation, despite the destruction of the temple.

NB: nntn means “sprinkling” and nxy N means something like “presentation”.
Sacrificial blood is certainly sprinkled/presented on the altar as part of a normal
sacrifice. It would be quite unusual to sprinkle blood on a person.

NB: The phrase n92v x92 nNtn PN - there can be no sprinkling without prior
mikva-immersion appears in several different halakhic contexts.
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ancestors. Just as your ancestors entered the covenant only
through circumcision and immersion in a ritual bath and the
sprinkling of blood, so too they may enter the covenant only
through circumcision and immersion and the sprinkling of
blood, which requires at least a bird offering.

... And granted as well, they entered the covenant through the
sprinkling of blood, as it is written: “And he sent the young
men of the children of Israel” (Exodus 24:5).

But from where do we derive that immersion in a ritual bath
was also part of the process of entering the covenant? As it is
written: “And Moses took half the blood...and sprinkled it on
the people” (Exodus 24:6-8), and there is no sprinkling of
sacrificial blood without immersion.

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: #As you” (Numbers 15:15) — as your | -
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One may not read the Megilla, nor perform a circumcision, nor | nx PP PN

immerse himself in a ritual bath, nor sprinkle water of purification [ ,>9n N5 ,n9»nn
to purify people and objects that had contracted ritual impurity | 230 X9 ,19210 &9
through contact with a corpse ... until the sun has risen. And all | .nnnn NInw Ty

these activities that are supposed to be performed during the day, if [ nSywn ywyw 990
one did them after daybreak, even before sunrise, they are valid. AVO INYN TNy
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Rather, Rabbi Yehoshua derived it from here, where the verse states with | xonn NON
regard to the formation of the covenant at Sinai: “And Moses took the [ nx nwn np»
blood and sprinkled it upon the people” (Exodus 24:8), and it is learned | 5y Py DTN

as a tradition that there is no ritual sprinkling without immersion. | >3 Dy”n
Therefore, our forefathers also must have immersed at Sinai, and | 852 NNt PR
consequently that is also an essential requirement for all conversions. N0

The Gemara asks: And with regard to the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua, | yvin» 17
from where do we derive that also in the case of our foremothers there | mynnxa nNY*av0
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was immersion? The Gemara answers: It is based on logical reasoning, [ N30 X72© 1910
as, if so, that they did not immerse, then with what were they brought [ nna > ox~
under the wings of the Divine Presence? Therefore, they also must have [ 935 nnn Yo
immersed. nYOWN
=IURIIVR!

‘He threw [it] on the people.’ rasHi It was ‘sprinkling’
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There is no sprinkling without mikva-immersion.

Rabbenu Tam explained: Without mikva-immersion
prior to the sprinkling in order to ‘receive’ the
sprinkling, as it was stated in Karetot chap. 2, Just like
your ancestors entered the covenant with circumcision
and mikva-immersion, and sprinkling of blood.’

That mikva-immersions is valid even at night, as is stated

in tractate Parah (12:11) ‘However he himself may
immerse at night and sprinkle during the day;” however,
concerning impurity, there is another mikva-immersion
after the sprinkling which is to purify from impurity, as
the verse states, ‘He shall sprinkle’ first and then ‘He shall
wash in water’ and that mikva-immersion is only valid

during the day as stated in chap. 2 of Megilla, ‘One may
only immerse and sprinkle during the day ...’

One should not be surprised that if we require
sprinkling, how can we accept converts in this time,
since in chap. 2 of Karetot it is derived from a verse that
it is not required.
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are the priests sprinkled?

here, the sprinkling was with water.

However, according to your opinion, that you derive it from Sinai,
was there in fact sprinkling at Sinai? According to your opinion, why

Reish Lakish said to him: And according to your reasoning, does it
work out well? At the inauguration, the sprinkling was with blood;
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sprinkling.
sprinkling at all?

standard, and this sprinkling is not a requirement.

Rabbi Yohanan answered: That is not difficult, as Rabbi Hiyya | >»n7T Nowp Y N0
taught: Water replaced blood, but both have the status of [ Dy YDI3) NN 21
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However, according to your reasoning, at Sinai, was there | NNt 7715  NON

YNIN N 101

Reish Lakish said to him: The Sages merely established a higher | nbyn 1Y “nx
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Was there sprinkling at Sinai?

the people” (Ex. 24)

blood of the covenant which the Lorp seals with you.’
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Question: But there was sprinkling of blood at Sinai, as [ DT PN >»D2 MN XM NN
the verse states, “Moshe took the blood and threw it on | nX nwn NP (75 MY) N7
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Answer: That ‘throwing’ was not for purification, | nmn XY APt AN MY v
since it was not on Moshe alone that it was thrown | nyn Sy XY >Anv nynv Hrava
but rather on all the people; rather, it was the blood | 87 X9N pyn 95 Yy NYN Pty 112Y
of the covenant, as the verse states, ‘Behold here is the | o1 nyn' (ow) 25157 ,710 nvHan
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If he dipped the hyssop during the day and he sprinkled
during the day, it is valid. If he dipped it during the day and
sprinkled at night, or dipped at night and sprinkled on the
following day, it is invalid.

But he himself may immerse at night and then sprinkle on the
following day, for sprinkling is not allowed until the sun is
risen. And if any of these was done as early as the rise of dawn
it is valid.
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