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Rabbinic Models of Conversion 
 

●​ Recall that last week we explored two different interpretations of the Covenant 
Ceremony (Ex. 24) when sacrifices were offered at the foot of Mt. Sinai after the 
revelation of the scroll of laws 

○​ Rabbi Akiva and Targum Onkelos — half the blood was sprinkled on the altar as 
atonement for the people 

○​ Abba bar Hanin/Rabbi Eliezer, and later, Rashi — half the blood was sprinkled on 
the people as an embodied symbol of entering into the covenant 

●​ Now we will consider how hazal drew upon biblical precedent in order to construct a 
formal legal mechanism for what we usually call “conversion” to Judaism (גיור/גרות) 

 
 )ח,ב( ב:א כריתות מתני' א.

עָה רֵי אַרְבָּ  מְחֻסְּ
עָה 1כִפּורִּים,  אַרְבָּ
דוֹן עַל מְבִיאִין ָּ  הַז
גָגָה. שְׁ  כִּ

רֵי הֵן אֵלּוּ  מְחֻסְּ
ב, כִפּורִּין: ָּ בָה, הַז ָּ  וְהַז

 וְהַמְצֹרָע. וְהַיוֹּלֶדֶת,
י ן אֱלִיעֶזֶר רְבִּ  יעֲַקֹב בֶּ

ֵּר אוֹמֵר: ר ג  מְחֻסַּ
פּורִּין, רֵק עַד כִּ ָּ ז ִּ י  שֶׁ

ם. עָלָיו  יֵינוֹ וְנָזִיר, הַדָּ
 וְטֻמְאָתוֹ. וְתִגְלַחְתּוֹ

There are four who are called: ‘Lacking atonement.’1 And there are 
four who bring an offering for an intentional transgression in the 
same manner as they do for an unwitting transgression.  
And these are the four who lack atonement: A man who 
experiences a gonorrhea-like discharge [zav], a woman who 
experiences a discharge of uterine blood outside her normal 
menstrual period [zava], a woman after childbirth, and a leper 
[metzora].  
Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov says: A convert also lacks atonement 
until the priest sprinkles the blood of his offering on the altar on his 
behalf. And a nazirite lacks atonement with regard to drinking wine, 
and cutting hair, and exposure to corpse impurity, until his offerings 
are sacrificed. 

 
 ח,ב כריתות גמ' ב.

נוּ נןַ: תָּ ֵּר רַבָּ  מְעוכָּּב ג
ים לֶאֱכוֹל קָדָשִׁ  עַד בְּ
ָּבִיא י  הֵבִיא קִינוֹּ, שֶׁ
רִידָה חֲרִית אַחַת פְּ  – שַׁ

The Sages taught: A convert is precluded from eating sacrificial 
meat until he brings his bird nest, i.e., a pair of either pigeons or 
doves. If he brought one young bird in the morning, he may 
partake of sacrificial meat in the evening, and may bring the 

1 For many forms of serious impurity, even after daytime mikva immersion, certain aspects of 
the impurity remain in effect until nightfall ( יום טבול  tevul yom = 2° impurity). For specific 
even more severe forms of impurity, even after nightfall, certain aspects of the impurity 
remain in effect until certain sacrifices are offered on the persons behalf ( כפרה מחוסר  mehusar 
kappara = 3° impurity). 
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ים אוֹכֵל קָדָשִׁ ל לָעֶרֶב. בְּ  כׇּ
ין ינִּ תּוֹרָה הַקִּ בַּ  אֶחָד – שֶׁ
את  כָּאן עוֹלָה, וְאֶחָד חַטָּ

יהֶן – תֵּ   … עוֹלוֹת שְׁ

second at a later time. Regarding all other cases in the Torah 
where bird nests are mandated, one is brought as a sin offering 
and the other one as a burnt offering; but here, in the case of the 
convert, both of them are burnt offerings …  

כְתִיב: … ר דִּ עֲשׂוּ "כַּאֲשֶׁ  תַּ
ה", כֵּן ם מָה יעֲַשֶׂ  אַתֶּ

לָמִים עוֹלָה ֵּר אַף – 2ושְּׁ  ג
לָמִים. עוֹלָה  ושְּׁ

… As it is written: “As you do, so he shall do” (Numbers 15:14). 
From this verse it is derived: Just as you brought a burnt offering 
and a peace offering, so too, a convert must bring a burnt 
offering and a peace offering. 

 
 ט,א כריתות גמ' ג.

ניְָא ךְ: תַּ ה אִידַּ ה "וְעָשָׂ ֵ  אִשּׁ
 שׁוֹמֵעַ לַיי", נִיחוֹחַ רֵיחַ
עוֹלֶה כֹּל אֲנִי ים, שֶׁ  לָאִשִּׁ

  מִנחְָה? אֲפִילּוּ
לְמודּ ר לוֹמַר: תַּ  "כַּאֲשֶׁ

עֲשׂוּ ה" כֵּן תַּ  מָה – יעֲַשֶׂ
ם  הֵם אַף דָמִים, מִינֵי אַתֶּ
  דָמִים. מִינֵי

It is taught in another baraita: The verse states: “And if a ger 
sojourn with you, or whoever may be among you, throughout 
your generations, and will offer an offering made by fire, of a 
pleasing aroma unto the Lord, as you do, so he shall do” (Num. 
15:14). I would derive that it means any offering that is brought 
on the fire, even a meal offering.  
Therefore, the verse states: “As you do, so he shall do” — just as 
you entered the covenant with types of blood, so too must they, 
converts, bring types of blood. 

ם מָה אִי  עוֹלָה אַתֶּ
לָמִים,  עוֹלָה הֵם אַף ושְּׁ
לָמִים!  ושְּׁ

לְמודּ ֵּר "כָּכֶם לוֹמַר: תַּ  כַּג
יו, לָכֶם – יִהְיֶה" תִּ שְׁ  הִקַּ

 אַחֵר, לְדָבָר וְלאֹ
נוֹתֵיכֶם.   לְקׇרְבְּ

If so, why not: Just as you entered the covenant with a burnt 
offering and a peace offering, so too, they must enter the 
covenant with a burnt offering and a peace offering?  
The baraita answers that the verse states: “As you are, so shall 
the stranger be before the Lord” (Numbers 15:15). I compared 
him to you, but I did not extend it to another matter, i.e., that 
his offerings must be identical to your offerings. 

י  – "כָּכֶם" אוֹמֵר: רַבִּ
 אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם מָה כַּאֲבוֹתֵיכֶם,

רִית נִכְנסְוּ לאֹ א לַבְּ  אֶלָּ
 וְהַרְצָאַת וטְּבִילָה בְּמִילָה

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: “As you” (Numbers 15:15) — as your 
ancestors. Just as your ancestors entered the covenant only 
through circumcision and immersion in a ritual bath and the 
sprinkling of blood, so too they may enter the covenant only 

לַח 2 שְׁ ִּ נֵי נעֲַרֵי אֶת וַי רָאֵל בְּ ַּעֲלוּ יִשְׂ זְבְּחוּ עֹלתֹ וַי ִּ לָמִים זְבָחִים וַי רִים. לַיי שְׁ   פָּ
He sent the youths of Israel and they offered burnt-offerings and they slaughtered 
peace-offerings of bulls to the LORD. (Ex. 24:5) 
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ם  יִכָּנסְוּ לאֹ הֵם אַף – 3דָּ
רִית א לַבְּ  בְּמִילָה אֶלָּ

מִים. וְהַרְצָאַת וטְּבִילָה   דָּ

through circumcision and immersion and the sprinkling of 
blood, which requires at least a bird offering.  

 אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם מָה מָר: אָמַר …
רִית נִכְנסְוּ לאֹ א לַבְּ  כּוּ'. אֶלָּ

לָמָא שְׁ כְתִיב: מִילָה, בִּ  דִּ
י ל הָיוּ מולִּים "כִּ  הָעָם כׇּ

 נָמֵי אִי הַיוֹּצְאִים",
 עָלַיִךְ "וְאֶעֱבוֹר מֵהָכָא:
דָמָיִךְ מִתְבּוֹסֶסֶת וָאֶרְאֵךְ  בְּ
דָמַיִךְ לָךְ וָאוֹמַר  חֲיִי בְּ
  וְגוֹ'".

מִים, הַרְצָאַת כְתִיב: דָּ  דִּ
לַח שְׁ ִּ נֵי נעֲַרֵי אֶת "וַי  בְּ

רָאֵל".   יִשְׂ
א  מְנָלַן? טְבִילָה אֶלָּ

כְתִיב: ח דִּ קַּ ִּ ה "וַי  חֲצִי מֹשֶׁ
ם  – הָעָם" עַל וְיִזְרוֹק הַדָּ
אָה וְאֵין ָּ  טְבִילָה. בְּלאֹ הַז

… The Master said: Just as your ancestors entered the 
covenant only through circumcision, immersion in a ritual bath, 
and the sprinkling of blood, converts must do the same. 
Granted, they underwent circumcision prior to entering the 
covenant, as it is written: “For all the nation that left Egypt was 
circumcised” (Joshua 5:5). Alternatively, it may be derived 
from here, “And when I passed by you, and saw you wallowing 
in your blood, I said unto you: In your blood, live” (Ezekiel 
16:6).  
And granted as well, they entered the covenant through the 
sprinkling of blood, as it is written: “And he sent the young 
men of the children of Israel” (Exodus 24:5).  
But from where do we derive that immersion in a ritual bath was 
also part of the process of entering the covenant? As it is written: 
“And Moses took half the blood…and sprinkled it on the 
people” (Exodus 24:6–8), and there is no sprinkling of 
sacrificial blood without immersion.  

א ה, אֶלָּ נָא מֵעַתָּ  הָאִידָּ
לֵיכָּא ן דְּ ל לָא קׇרְבָּ  נקְַבֵּ
ֵּרִים!   ג

 יעֲַקֹב: בַּר אַחָא רַב אָמַר
כֶם יָגורּ "וְכִי ֵּר אִתְּ ר ג  אֲשֶׁ

  וְגוֹ'". בְּתוֹכְכֶם
 

If that is so, that these three rituals are required by Torah law for 
a convert, then now when there are no offerings, we should not 
have the ability to accept converts. 
Rav Aḥa bar Ya’akov says: “And if a ger sojourn with you, or 
whosoever may be among you, throughout your generations” 
(Numbers 15:14). This teaches that converts may be accepted 
even when there is no Temple and no sacrificial offerings. 

נוּ נןַ: תָּ ֵּר רַבָּ זְמַן ג ה בִּ ֶּ  – הַז
יפְַּרִישׁ צָרִיךְ  לְקִינוֹּ. רוֹבַע שֶׁ
י אָמַר מְעוֹן: רַבִּ  כְּבָר שִׁ

ן עָלֶיהָ נִמְנָה ן יוֹחָנָן רַבָּ  בֶּ
לָהּ, זַכַּאי נֵי ובִּטְּ  מִפְּ

לָה. קָּ   הַתַּ
ֵּרְשׁוֹם בַּר אִידִי רַב אָמַר  ג

The Sages taught: A convert in the present time is required to 
set aside a quarter of a dinar for his bird nest, so that when the 
Temple is rebuilt he can purchase the offering with this money. 
Rabbi Shimon says: Rabban Yoḥanan ben Zakkai already 
assembled a panel of Sages who voted and nullified this 
ordinance, due to a potential mishap. 
Rav Idi bar Gershom says that Rav Adda bar Ahava says: The 

3 Recall how we saw last week that the phrase דם הרצאת  may be translated as “presentation of 
sacrificial blood.” Notably, although it usually refers to the blood being applied to the alter 
before God, at Mt. Sinai some saw the blood sprinkling on the people as the form of ריצוי we 
are concerned with. 
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א רַב אָמַר  אַהֲבָה: בַּר אַדָּ
י הֲלָכָה מְעוֹן. כְּרַבִּ   שִׁ

halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Shimon. 
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