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Avodah Zara 3: The Bathhouse and Art

L The Mishnah
1. Mishnah Avodah Zarah 3:4

Proclos, son of a plosphos, asked Rabban Gamaliel in Acco when the latter
was bathing in the bathhouse of aphrodite. He said to him, “It is written in
your torah, ‘let nothing that has been proscribed stick to your hand
(Deuteronomy 13:18)’; why are you bathing in the bathhouse of
Aphrodite?” He replied to him, “We do not answer [questions relating to
torah] in a bathhouse.” When he came out, he said to him, “I did not come
into her domain, she has come into mine. People do not say, ‘the bath was
made as an adornment for Aphrodite’; rather they say, ‘Aphrodite was
made as an adornment for the bath.” Another reason is, even if you were
given a large sum of money, you would not enter the presence of your idol
while you were nude or had experienced seminal emission, nor would you
urinate before it. But this [statue of Aphrodite] stands by a sewer and all
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people urinate before it. [In the torah] it is only stated, “their gods”
(Deuteronomy 12:3) what is treated as a god is prohibited, what is not
treated as a deity is permitted.

II. Rabbis in the Bath
2. Jerusalem Talmud Kiddushin 4:12:3

Rebbi Hizqiah, Rebbi Cohen in the name of Rav. It is forbidden to
dwell in a city which has neither a medical man, nor a public bath, nor
a court lashing and jailing. Rebbi Yose ben Rebbi Abun said, also it is
forbidden to dwell in a city which has no vegetable garden. Rebbi
Hizqgiah, Rebbi Cohen in the name of Rav: Every person will have to
justify himself for everything his eye saw and which he did not eat.
Rebbi Eleazar took note of this statement and saved coins from which
he ate every kind once a year.

3. Vayikra Rabbah 34:3

Another matter, “if...will become poor” — that is what is written:
“The man of kindness does good for himself” (Proverbs 11:17), this is
Hillel the elder, who, when he would take leave from his disciples,
would walk with them. His disciples said to him: ‘Our teacher, where
are you going?’ He said to them: “To perform a mitzva.” They said to
him: “What mitzva is this?’ He said to them: “To bathe in the
bathhouse.” They said to him: ‘Is that a mitzva?’ He said to them:
“Yes. If the statues of kings that are placed in theaters and circuses, the
one who is appointed over them scrubs them and washes them, and
they provide him with sustenance, and moreover, he is exalted among
the prominent leaders of the kingdom; I who was created in the
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likeness and image [of God], as it is written: “For in the image of God,
He made man” (Genesis 9:6), all the more so.” Another matter, “The
man of kindness does good for himself,” this is Hillel the elder, who,
when he would take leave from his disciples, would walk with them.
His disciples said to him: ‘Our teacher, where are you going?” He said
to them: “To perform an act of kindness with the guest inside the
house.” They said to him: ‘Every day you have a guest?” He said to
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them: ‘And is this wretched soul not a guest inside the body; one day
it is here, the next day it is not here.’

4, Shabbat 41a:5-7

Speaking of bathing and its halakhot, the Gemara relates: Rabbi Zeira was
avoiding being seen by his teacher, Rav Yehuda, as Rabbi Zeira sought to
ascend to Eretz Yisrael and his teacher disapproved. As Rav Yehuda said:
Anyone who ascends from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael transgresses a
positive commandment, as it is stated: “They shall be taken to Babylonia
and there they shall remain until the day that I recall them, said the Lord”
(Jeremiah 27:22). Nevertheless, he said: I will go and hear something from
him and then I will leave. He went and found Rav Yehuda standing in the
bathhouse and telling his servant: Bring me natron [zeter] with which to
wash, bring me a comb, open your mouths and let out air, and drink
from the water of the bathhouse.

Rabbi Zeira said: If I had come only to hear this matter from Rav Yehuda,
it would suffice for me. The Gemara analyzes the lessons learned from this
story. Granted, when Rav Yehuda said: Bring me natron, bring me a comb,
he was teaching us that mundane matters are permitted to be spoken in
the bathhouse, even in the sacred language.

When he said: Open your mouths and let out air, that too is in accordance
with that which Shmuel said, as Shmuel said: Heat produces heat. The hot
air that one inhales causes him to sweat more quickly.

However, drink the water of the bathhouse, what benefit is there in doing
that? The Gemara answers: As it was taught in a baraita: ...One who bathed
in hot water and did not drink from it is like an oven that was lit from
the outside and not lit from the inside. The lighting is ineffective and the
oven does not heat properly. Rav Yehuda told his servants to drink the hot water
while bathing so that they would be heated from the inside and the outside.

5. Jerusalem Talmud Avodah Zarah 3:4:2

HALAKHAH: “Proclos ben Ploslos asked,” etc. Where do we hold?
If he asked him about practice in the bath he should have answered; if
he did not ask him about practice in the bath he should not have
answered.

As Rebbi Jacob bar Idi said in the name of Rebbi Joshua ben Levi:
One asks about practice in the bath while in the bathhouse, about
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practice in the toilet while in the toilet. XD37 N°22 XPI7 N2
As when Rebbi Simeon ben Eleazar went to bathe with Rebbi Meir, 27 OV N9 PRY 1YY 12 1ivnY 027 K702
he asked him, may one rinse? He told him, it is forbidden. May one SNOR LYY AR LTI TR LD MR LR
dry himself with a towel? He told him, it is forbidden. SOR LD MR LIIRIY A
But did not Samuel ask Rav, may one say “Amen” at a dirty place? He DiPH2 AR NIIY? 177 277 DRY PXINY 12 ¥
told him, it is forbidden, and it is forbidden that I told you that it is T2 NOART ORI .OK A7 MK A0
forbidden. It was found stated, one asks about practice in the bath n°232 yna NI I PORIY 03p AWK .P0R
while in the bathhouse, about practice in the toilet while in the toilet. XD N°22 RT N°2 NIDYI .yIR0
Rebbi Yudan, the father of Rebbi Mattaniah, said, he asked him NIoY IR 23RN 207 AR 1T 027 M
about practice in the bath but it is not done to answer in the bath. P2 NAY? 0T PRY RN I9RY yoana
Rebbi Samuel bar Eudaimon said, he asked him about practice in the YIORI NI M TaN 02 DRIY 027 N
bath but the steam in the bath is bad for the teeth. OPW2 Y7 YInT 220Y ROR 19RY

6. Mishneh Torah, Human Dispositions 4:16-18 FS-TI0:T NPT DYDY LTTIN IR
The [proper] manner of bathing is that a person should go to the DR VAR YIR2 DTR 012 AN 11T
baths once every seven days. He should not enter [the bath soon RITYI KDY .72°0K7 790 0127 XY .00 nyawsy
after mealtime; nor when he is hungry, but when his food has 932 93 YT .22ynaY 1imaa DN KoK .2y
begun to be digested.He should bathe the entire body in hot - but 102 7292 JWRT 172 7121 AT PRV 1Rn2
not scalding water - and his head, only, in scalding water. Then, he A0RY PWID2 1933 Y 12 IR 102 7121 Y
should bathe his body in tepid water, followed by bathings in T2y X9 .9%2 pOY 7Y WD 1 102 12
successively cooler water, until he has bathed in cold water. T29%2 P R9Y.739% KDY e KD 0o WK DY
[However,] he should not use tepid or cold water for his head, nor 99292 909N YW TV YT K9 .0MWAT ninca
should he bathe in cold water in the winter.He should not bathe NVAYS 1933 7197 YIYI RN PR TN XD
until after he is in a sweat and his whole body has been massaged. KXW IR Y7272 01920 TR SNy PTi21.R¥N
He should not linger in the bath. Rather, as soon as he is in a sweat TR0 XY OTR 2792 12172217 T8 KT Ry
and been massaged, he should rinse off and leave.He should J12°92 9081 77°92 0TR) 120K XY 17°9% 0T
examine himself to see if he needs to move his bowels before Q7P .2RYN) YAy R AN ¥y a7
entering the bath and after leaving it. Similarly, he should always RYWD 70V 297 MWW WY MR WY
examine himself before and after eating, before and after sexual 23 WK 7927 1P WA YInT 1 0N
intercourse, before and after exertion and exercise, before and after nin 2 19981 .77 M0 12 UHwR KoY 073 11

sleeping, all in all, on ten [different occasions]. When one leaves the WPNAY TY RYY IR RIWN D17 T 0D
bath, he should dress and cover his head in the outer room [of the OR) .78 72 I0R) NINR0T 1007 193 M) Wl

bathhouse], so that he not catch a chill. He should take this 792 11 00 720X QTR YIRT 10 KXW vyn 1w
precaution even in the summer.After leaving [the baths], he should TR YR 170 INRY2 0°p 2 IR KDY L TR
wait until he regains his composure, and the warmth [from T R RN OR) 77702 1Y KoY i 9oy
bathing] has receded, and then eat.A nap before eating, after the IR 12 00790 27 IARY YInG 2102 1R YR
bath, is very beneficial. One should not drink cold water on leaving 237 N2 Y7152 19W32 79 OR] AWM W2T2
the baths and it goes without saying, that he should not drink :210 7] °77 AVAYPY R

while bathing. If he should be thirsty upon leaving the bath and
cannot refrain, he should mix the water with wine or honey, and
drink.It is beneficial for one to rub himself with oil at the baths,

during the winter, after he has rinsed off.
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1II. Looking at Idols
7. Avodah Zarah 50a:9 TN 1T TIAY
Rabbi Yohanan said: The son of holy ones walks on them. LT2Y 7900 2WITR DY 132 33090 027 R
Should we withdraw from them? The Gemara asks: Who is the 2DWITR DY 1327 1 1NA 2700 WiN1 1R
person referred to as the son of holy ones? The Gemara answers: It is W 1327 7Y% 17 ORRKY ,ORR2OD 0272 o 020
Rabbi Menahem, son of Rabbi Simai. And why did they call him 22097 R RIITT RATIXD I9°ORT 2" 2WITR

the son of holy ones? They did so because Rabbi Menahem would
not even gaze at the form on a coin, as it was sometimes an
idolatrous symbol.

8. Moed Katan 25b:13 A5:2 771D JUR TV
The Gemara continues to discuss the death of the righteous: When MTNAY AR TR "27T AOWHI M1 0D
Rabbi Abbahu passed away, the pillars of Caesarea, his city, ran with  *719°X7°217%2 W2/ ,°01 °277 .X% 9R7
water as if they were shedding tears over him. When Rabbi Yosei passed X712°2 22293 IRNN ,APY? 277 KT
away, the gutters of Tzippori, his city, flowed with blood. When LRO277 9277 LRIPOR 92 1RYK DR 20
Rabbi Ya’akov passed away, the stars were visible during the day. Qa7 "277 .XYOPR K117 993 N
When Rabbi Asi passed away, all the trees were uprooted in a storm. N1 R2I7 AR 01 2202
When Rabbi Hiyya passed away, fiery stones fell from the sky. When (RX7¥5117)

Rabbi Menahem, son of Rabbi Yosei, passed away, the faces of the
statues became smooth as if they had been smoothed with a
plasterer’s trowel [meblatzaya).

9. Kohelet Rabbah 9:10:2 12:19:7% 120 NP
When Rabbi Nahum, the man who was holy of holies, died, they B 11517 ,0°W TR WP WK 0IN3 027 1T 72
covered the faces of the statues with mats. They said: Let him not see in TN M0 KD PR LKA RDIPK
his death what he did not see in his lifetime. Is it possible that he would MTT WK 7102 1300 R0 KT 0 70
see them [when he was dead]? Rabbi Ashyan said: The difference DOR°7X 12 PR IROWK 727 R L 1IA0 )
between the righteous [after death] and the wicked [while alive] is only 12 199NY 027 .7272 19 2T RIR DOIYWIY
with regard to speech. Rabbi Shimon ben Levi said: The difference 7127 RN 12927 D078 12 TR MR WY
between the righteous and us is only with regard to speech. Rabbi 73R 039 Yniw npg XYY 027 08 7292
Zc'eira said: The dead hears his accolades from inside his bier like a YR 0IN2 INIR 1P RR) 01700 113 299K
dream. Why was he called Nahum, the man who was holy of holies? °12 93 Yawn NI a7 KoY L, DWTR WIp
Because he never looked at the image engraved on a coin in his life. DR 1190 R :(7,1° RIP™) N7 027 MR
Rabbi Hiyya said: “Do not turn to false gods” (Leviticus 19:4) — do not 190 OX 27 MR ,172V7 190 DR, 077981
turn [to them] to worship them. Rabbi [Yehuda HaNasi] said: Do not SR INIRT?

turn to see them, in its plain sense.

10. Sifra, Kedoshim, Section 1 10 ™SR TWND ,2MWNTP N0

"Do not turn to the idols (elilim)": Do not turn to serve them ATV ' .072Y% 7150 DR - "D090RT OR 1150 HR”
(in thought). R. Yehudah says: Do not turn to scrutinize them. T ONIRTY 7300 OR IR
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Shabbat 149a:13

The Sages taught in a baraita: With regard to writing that is under a
picture or under graven images [deyokenaot], it is prohibited to read
it on Shabbat lest one end up reading business documents. And with
regard to an idolatrous image itself, even on a weekday it is prohibited
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to look at it, because it says: “Do not turn toward idols [a/ tifnu el
ha’elilim] or make yourselves molten gods, I am the Lord your God”
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DIRYTH 7% 190 X

(Leviticus 19:4). The Gemara asks for clarification: What is the biblical

derivation? How does this verse indicate that one may not look at an

idolatrous image? Rabbi Hanin said: Do not push God [a! tefannu El]

out of your mind by looking at these images (Arukh).

11. Tosafot on Avodah Zarah 50a:9:1

And if you’ll ask: what hasidut is there in this? It says in
Massechet Shabbat that one is prohibited from looking
at an idolatrous image even on a weekday as it says “do
not turn towards idols” -- and perhaps in the images on
coins which one sees all of the time there is no
“turning” and even so he did not look.

12. Tosafot on Shabbat 149a:13:1

It seems that the prohibition is if the image is put there for the
purpose of idol worship, but for the purposes of beauty it is
permitted as we learn that the “son of holies” did not look at the
image on coins and that teaches us that others would look at it.

13. Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 142:14-15

A bathhouse that has idols - you are permitted to wash there because
the idols are there for beauty and not to be worshipped as it says
“their gods” at a time when others are acting around them in as if
they are gods, not when others are treating them with indignity like
that it stands over the sewer line and everyone urinates in front of it.
But if this was how people worship it then it is prohibited.

It is prohibited to hear idolatrous music or look at the beautify of
their gods since you get enjoyment from the seeing (but something
done without intention is permitted).

14. Sefer HaChinukh 426:1-2

To not favor or have mercy on an idolater: That we should not
have pity on idolaters and that nothing of theirs should be straight
in our eyes. [That is] to say that we should distance from our
thoughts and not bring up to our mouths that there may be
anything of benefit from one who worships idolatry, and that he
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not arouse grace in our eyes in any matter; to the point that our
Rabbis, may their memory be blessed, said (Avodah Zarah 7a) that
it is forbidden to say, “How beautiful is that gentile,” or “How fine
and pleasant is he.” And about this is it stated (Deuteronomy 7:2),
“and you shall not grace them.” And the explanation of this comes
about this, [that it is to say,] do not give them grace, like the matter
that we have said. And there are some of our Rabbis that learned
from, “you shall not grace them,” you shall not give them free
presents — and it is all one root. And in Talmud Yerushalmi
Avodah Zarah 1:9, they said, ““You shall not grace them’ — you
shall not give them grace [is] a negative commandment.” It is from
the roots of the commandment [that it is] since the beginning of
any action of people is the fixing of the thought about the actions
and the bringing up of the words upon the language of the tongue
[about them]; and [only] after the thought and the speech about
them, will he do any action. And therefore by being prevented to
find benefit and grace in idolaters in our thought and speech;
behold, we are prevented through this from bonding with them
and from pursuing their love and from learning anything from their
evil deeds.

15. Sefer HaChinukh 426:4

And this commandment is practiced in every place and at all
times by males and females. And one who transgresses this and
praises worshipers of idolatry — except in a way that brings much
greater praise to our nation from praising them — has violated
this negative commandment. But there are no lashes for it, since
there is no act [involved] with it. Yet his punishment is very great,
since it is a cause for a great mishap which has no repayment — as
the thing sometimes goes down to the chambers of the belly of
the listeners, and all who know knowledge will understand this.
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