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Shabbat 21b

The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled on Hanukkah? The
Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat Ta’anit: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,
the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them and one may not
fast on them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they
defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the
Hasmonean monarchy overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they
searched and found only one cruse of oil that was placed with the seal of the
High Priest, undisturbed by the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there to light the
candelabrum for only one day. A miracle occurred and they lit the candelabrum from
it eight days. The next year the Sages instituted those days and made them
holidays with recitation of hallel and special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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Pesachim 117a:7

Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: The song in the Torah, i.e., the Song at the Sea
(Exodus 15:1-19), Moses and the Jewish people recited it when they ascended
from the sea. The Gemara asks: And who said this hallel mentioned in the mishna,
Psalms 113-118? The Gemara answers: The Prophets among them established this
hallel for the Jewish people, that they should recite it on every appropriate
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occasion; and for every trouble, may it not come upon them, they recite the
supplications included in hallel. When they are redeemed, they recite it over their
redemption, as hallel includes expressions of gratitude for the redemption.
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Megillah 14a

The Sages taught in a baraita: Forty-eight prophets and seven prophetesses
prophesied on behalf of the Jewish people, and they neither subtracted from nor
added onto what is written in the Torah, introducing no changes or additions to the
mitzvot except for the reading of the Megilla, which they added as an obligation for all
future generations. The Gemara asks: What exposition led them to determine that this
was a proper mode of action? On what basis did they add this mitzva? Rabbi Hiyya bar
Avin said that Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha said that they reasoned as follows: If,
when recalling the exodus from Egypt, in which the Jews were delivered from slavery
to freedom, we recite songs of praise, the Song of the Sea and the hymns of hallel,
then, in order to properly recall the miracle of Purim and commemorate God’s delivering
us from death to life, is it not all the more so the case that we must sing God’s praise
by reading the story in the Megilla? The Gemara asks: If so, our obligation should be at
least as great as when we recall the exodus from Egypt, and let us also recite hallel
on Purim. The Gemara answers: Hallel is not said on Purim, because hallel is not
recited on a miracle that occurred outside Eretz Yisrael. The Gemara asks: If so, with
regard to the exodus from Egypt as well, which was a miracle that occurred outside
Eretz Yisrael, how are we able to recite songs of praise? The Gemara answers: As it
is taught in a baraita: Prior to the time when the Jewish people entered Eretz
Yisrael, all lands were deemed fit for songs of praise to be recited for miracles
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performed within their borders, as all lands were treated equally. But after the Jewish
people entered Eretz Yisrael, that land became endowed with greater sanctity, and all
the other lands were no longer deemed fit for songs of praise to be recited for
miracles performed within them. Rav Nahman said an alternative answer as to why
hallel is not recited on Purim: The reading of the Megilla itself is an act of reciting
hallel. Rava said a third reason why hallel is not recited on Purim: Granted that hallel
is said there, when recalling the exodus from Egypt, as after the salvation there, they
could recite the phrase in hallel: “Give praise, O servants of the Lord” (Psalms
113:1); after their servitude to Pharaoh ended with their salvation, they were truly
servants of the Lord and not servants of Pharaoh. But can it be said here, after the
limited salvation commemorated on Purim: “Give praise, O servants of the Lord,”
which would indicate that after the salvation the Jewish people were only servants of the
Lord and not servants of Ahasuerus? No, even after the miracle of Purim, we were
still the servants of Ahasuerus, as the Jews remained in exile under Persian rule, and
consequently the salvation, which was incomplete, did not merit an obligation to say
hallel...
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Rosh Hashanah 18b

§ It was stated that the Sages disagreed about the following matter: Rav and Rabbi
Hanina both say: Megillat Ta’anit, a listing of days on which fasting and eulogizing are
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forbidden, has been nullified, as in the present period of exile there is no reason to
celebrate the joyous events that these days commemorate. Rabbi Yohanan and Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi say: Megillat Ta’anit has not been nullified. The Gemara
explains: Rav and Rabbi Hanina say that Megillat Ta’anit has been nullified. This is
what the prophet is saying: At a time when there is peace in the world, the dates
listed will be times of joy and gladness, on which eulogies and fasting are forbidden;
but when there is no peace, they are days of fasting. And those days mentioned in
Megillat Ta’anit are also like these days of fasting, that is to say, the days of joy listed
in Megillat Ta’anit are also nullified when there is no peace. Rabbi Yohanan and Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi say that Megillat Ta’anit has not been nullified, and they reason
as follows: It was those fast days mentioned in the Bible that the Merciful One makes
contingent on the building of the Temple, but these festive days listed in Megillat
Ta’anit remain as they were and have not been nullified. Rav Kahana raised an
objection against Rav and Rabbi Hanina from a baraita: There was an incident and
the Sages decreed a fast on Hanukkah in Lod, and Rabbi Eliezer went down on
that day and bathed in the bathhouse and Rabbi Yehoshua went down and cut his
hair to show that they did not accept the fast. Furthermore, these two Sages said to the
others: Go out and fast another fast as an act of penitence for what you have already
fasted, as the days of Hanukkah are days of joy, on which fasting is forbidden.
Hanukkah is one of the Festivals listed in Megillat Ta’anit. Even after the destruction of
the Temple Hanukkah is celebrated, demonstrating that Megillat Ta’anit has not been
nullified. Rav Yosef said: Hanukkah is different, as there is the mitzva of lighting
candles, and so, unlike the other days listed in Megillat Ta’anit, the festival of Hanukkah
was not nullified. Abaye said to him: What is this argument? Let Hanukkah itself be
nullified, and let its mitzva of lighting candles be nullified with it. Rather, Rav Yosef
retracted his previous explanation and said: Hanukkah is different, as its miracle is
well known, and it has become so widely accepted by all the Jewish people that it
would be inappropriate to nullify it.



