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Rosh Hashana
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Rosh Hashana

Numbers 29:1-9

(1) In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you
shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not work at your
occupations. You shall observe it as a day when the horn is
sounded.*a day when the horn is sounded Or “a day of
festivity.” (2) You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing
odor to 71": one bull of the herd, one ram, and seven yearling
lambs, without blemish. (3) The meal offering with
them—choice flour with oil mixed in—shall be: three-tenths
of a measure for a bull, two-tenths for a ram, (4) and
one-tenth for each of the seven lambs. (5) And there shall be
one goat for a sin offering, to make expiation in your behalf—
(6) in addition to the burnt offering of the new moon with its
meal offering and the regular burnt offering with its meal
offering, each with its libation as prescribed, offerings by fire
of pleasing odor to God
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Foundational texts for Selichot #1
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Foundational texts for Selichot #2

Daniel Chapter 9

O Lord, as befits Your abundant benevolence, let Your
wrathful fury turn back from Your city Jerusalem, Your
holy mountain; for because of our sins and the iniquities
of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become a
mockery among all who are around us. “O our God, hear
now the prayer of Your servant and his plea, and show

Your favor to Your desolate sanctuary, for the Lord’s sake.

Incline Your ear, O my God, and hear; open Your eyes and
see our desolation and the city to which Your name is
attached. Not because of any merit of ours do we lay our
plea before You but because of Your abundant mercies.
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Text of Selichot
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Incline Your ear, my God, and hear, open Your eyes and behold our desolate places, and the city which is called by Your Name; for it is
not on account of our righteousness that we let fall our supplication before You, but because of Your great mercy. My Master, hear! My
Master, pardon! My Master, listen and take action, do not delay! For Your sake, my God, because Your Name is proclaimed over Your
city and over Your people.



Allusions from Nechemia in Selichot
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Pardon us our Father, for we have sinned, forgive us our King, for we have transgressed. “For You,
my Master, are good and forgiving, and abounding in kindness to all who call upon You.”
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Do not enter into judgment with us, for no living soul will be justified before You. Let our prayer
come before You and be not concealed from our supplication. Let come before You, the groans of
the prisoners, according to Your great might release those doomed to die. My Master, hear our
voice. Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of our supplication. Let Your ears be attentive and let
Your eyes be open— to the plight of Your people Israel.



Timeline of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther
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Esther -
Became Queen; Nehemiah
Fall of Decree of Temple Foiled Haman’s To Jerusalem;
Jerusalem Cyrus Completed Plot to Kill Jews Walls Rebuilt
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Ezra

Ezral

(1) In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when
the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah was
tulfilled,aCf. Jer. 29.10. the LORD roused the
spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a
proclamation throughout his realm by word of
mouth and in writing as follows: (2) “Thus said
King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD God of Heaven
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and
has charged me with building Him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
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Ex[alted Marduk, Enlil-of-the-Golds, relented. He changed his mind about all the settlements whose sanctuaries were in ruins,

1. and the population of the land of Sumer and Akkad who had become like corpses, and took pity on them. He inspected and checked all
the countries,

2. seeking for the upright king of his choice. He took the hand of Cyrus, king of the city of Anshan, and called him by his name, proclaiming
him aloud for the kingship over all of everything

I am Cyrus, king of the universe, the great king, the powerful king, king of Babylon, king of Sumer and Akkad, king of the four quarters of the
world,

. | collected together all of their people and returned them to their settlements,
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(1) The narrative of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah:

In the month of Kislev of the twentieth year,al.e., of King Artaxerxes;
¢f. 2.1. when I was in the fortress of Shushan, (2) Hanani, one of my
brothers, together with some men of Judah, arrived, and I asked
them about the Jews, the remnant who had survived the captivity,
and about Jerusalem. (3) They replied, “The survivors who have
survived the captivity there in the province are in dire trouble and
disgrace; Jerusalem’s wall is full of breaches, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire.” (4) When I heard that, I sat and wept, and was in
mourning for days, fasting and praying to the God of Heaven. (5) I
said, “O LORD, God of Heaven, great and awesome God, who stays
faithful to His covenant with those who love Him and keep His
commandments! (6) Let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open
to receive the prayer of Your servant that I am praying to You
now, day and night, on behalf of the Israelites, Your servants,
confessing the sins that we Israelites have committed against You,
sins that I and my father’s house have committed. (7) We have
offended You by not keeping the commandments, the laws, and the
rules that You gave to Your servant Moses. (8) Be mindful of the
promise You gave to Your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful, I
will scatter you among the peoples;
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Nehemiah Chapter 2
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In the month of Nisan, in the
twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,
wine was set before him; [ took the
wine and gave it to the king—I had
never been out of sorts in his
presence.

The king said to me, “How is it that
you look bad, though you are not
il1? It must be bad thoughts.” [ was
very frightened,
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Nehemiah 4

(1) When Sanballat and Tobiah, and the Arabs, the
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that healing had come
to the walls of Jerusalem, that the breached parts had begun
to be filled, it angered them very much, (2) and they all
conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and
to throw it into confusion. .. (10) From that day on, half my
servants did work and half held lances and shields, bows and
armor. And the officers stood behind the whole house of
Judah (11) who were rebuilding the wall. The basket-carriers
were burdened, doing work with one hand while the other
held a weapon. (12) As for the builders, each had his sword
girded at his side as he was building. The trumpeter stood
beside me. (13) I said to the nobles, the prefects, and the rest
of the people, “There is much work and it is spread out; we
are scattered over the wall, far from one another. (14) When
you hear a trumpet call, gather yourselves to me at that place;
our God will fight for us!”
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Nehemiah 8

(1) the entire people assembled as one man in the square before the Water
Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the scroll of the Teaching of
Moses with which the LORD had charged Israel. (2) On the first day of the
seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Teaching before the
congregation, men and women and all who could listen with
understanding. (3) He read from it, facing the square before the Water
Gate, from the first light until midday, to the men and the women and
those who could understand; the ears of all the people were given to the
scroll of the Teaching. .... (8) They read from the scroll of the Teaching of
God, translating it and giving the sense; so they understood the reading.
(9) Nehemiah the Tirshatha, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who were explaining to the people said to all the people, “This day is holy
to the LORD your God: you must not mourn or weep,” for all the people
were weeping as they listened to the words of the Teaching. (10) He
further said to them, “Go, eat choice foods and drink sweet drinks and
send portions to whoever has nothing prepared, for the day is holy to our
Lord. Do not be sad, for your rejoicing in the LORD is the source of your
strength.” (11) The Levites were quieting the people, saying, “Hush, for the
day is holy; do not be sad.” (12) Then all the people went to eat and drink
and send portions and make great merriment, for they understood the
things they were told....
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Nehemiah 9

(1) On the twenty-fourth day of this month, the Israelites assembled, fasting,
in sackcloth, and with earth upon them. (2) Those of the stock of Israel
separated themselves from all foreigners, and stood and confessed their sins
and the iniquities of their fathers. ...(9) You took note of our fathers’ affliction
in Egypt, and heard their cry at the Sea of Reeds. (10) You performed signs
and wonders against Pharaoh, all his servants, and all the people of his land,
for You knew that they acted presumptuously toward them. You made a
name for Yourself that endures to this day. (11) You split the sea before them;
they passed through the sea on dry land, but You threw their pursuers into
the depths, like a stone into the raging waters. (12) “You led them by day with
a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire, to give them light in the
way they were to go. (13) You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke to them
from heaven; You gave them right rules and true teachings, good laws and
commandments. (14) You made known to them Your holy sabbath, and You
ordained for them laws, commandments and Teaching, through Moses Your
servant. (15) You gave them bread from heaven when they were hungry, and
produced water from a rock when they were thirsty. You told them to go and
possess the land that You swore to give them. (16) But they—our
tathers—acted presumptuously; they stiffened their necks and did not obey

Your commandments. (17) Refusing to obey, unmindful of Your wonders that
You did for them, they stiffened their necks, and in their defiance resolved to
return to their slavery. But You, being a forgiving God, gracious and
compassionate, long-suffering and abounding in faithfulness, did not

ahandan them
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(18) Even though they made themselves a molten calf and said, ‘This is your
God who brought you out of Egypt,’ thus committing great impieties, (19)
You, in Your abundant compassion, did not abandon them in the wilderness.
The pillar of cloud did not depart from them to lead them on the way by day,
nor the pillar of fire by night to give them light in the way they were to go.
(20) You endowed them with Your good spirit to instruct them. You did not
withhold Your manna from their mouth; You gave them water when they
were thirsty. (21) Forty years You sustained them in the wilderness so that
they lacked nothing; their clothes did not wear out, and their feet did not
swell..... (25) They captured fortified cities and rich lands; they took
possession of houses filled with every good thing, of hewn cisterns,
vineyards, olive trees, and fruit trees in abundance. They ate, they were filled,
they grew fat; they luxuriated in Your great bounty. (26) Then, defying You,
they rebelled; they cast Your Teaching behind their back. They killed Your
prophets who admonished them to turn them back to You; they committed
great impieties. (27) “You delivered them into the power of their adversaries
who oppressed them. In their time of trouble they cried to You; You in heaven
heard them, and in Your abundant compassion gave them saviors who saved
them from the power of their adversaries. ....30) You bore with them for
many years, admonished them by Your spirit through Your prophets, but
they would not give ear, so You delivered them into the power of the peoples
of the lands. (31) Still, in Your great compassion You did not make an end of
them or abandon them, for You are a gracious and compassionate God, (32)
“And now, our God, great, mighty, and awesome God, who stays faithful to
His covenant, do not treat lightly all the suffering that has overtaken us—our
kings, our officers, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all Your
people—from the time of the Assyrian kings to this day. (33) Surely You are in
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Peninei Halakhah, Days of Awe 3:4:8

Nevertheless, in the times of the Ge’onim and Rishonim there were pious and wise people who fasted on
Rosh Ha-shana. It stands to reason that given the tribulations of exile, they felt the need to identify with the
pain of the Shekhina. How could they joyfully eat on the day of judgment while the Shekhina was in exile?
They wished to facilitate a more profound repentance by indulging in certain ascetic practices in the hopes
of neutralizing evil. In practice, though, the accepted halakha is that even during the bitter days of exile,
there is a mitzva to have festive meals on Rosh Ha-shana, and it is certainly forbidden to fast.



