Prayers of Renewal

Biblical Inspirations in the Liturgy of Yamim Noraim

Class #1: Psalm 27 [“I'David Hashem]: Finding Refuge from Guilt and Embracing Responsibility
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https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.27

Part One: Psalm 27:1-3 Trustin God

(1) Of David.

The LORD is my light and my help;

whom should I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life, whom should I dread? (2)
When evil men assail me (Or “to slander me”;) to
devour my flesh-a—it is they, my foes and my
enemies, who stumble and fall. (3) Should an
army besiege me, my heart would have no fear;
should war beset me, still would I be confident.
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Part Two: Psalm 27: 4- 6 Desire for God’s Presence

(4) One thing I ask of the LORD, only that
do I seek: to live in the house of the LORD

all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD, .to frequent His temple.
(5) He will shelter me in His pavilion

on an evil day, grant me the protection of
His tent, raise me high upon a rock. (6) Now
is my head high over my enemies round
about; I sacrifice in His tent with shouts of
joy, singing and chanting a hymn to the
LORD.
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Part Three: Psalm 27: 7-10 Seeking God’s Help

(7) Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; have ’j}J]‘H NWPN "7‘|i7 ’ﬂ'}??_j[p ©)
mercy on me, answer me. (8) In Your 795 9NN | —Ib (1) :33]
behalf- my heart says: “Seek My face!” O T N i
LORD, I seek Your face. (9) Do not hide Your WE:N L -I,JD .ﬂN 22 Wi

1m | 7732 HonX ()

face from me; do not thrust aside Your

servant in anger; You have ever been my EARISY 7733(7 H’NZ on bN
help. Do not forsake me, do not abandon ’jj‘(yn '7;{1 VJan ]7N n'n'-l

me, O God, my deliverer. (10) Though my AN 7AR™D (,) "VT.U" .,.71?N
father and mother abandon me, the LORD SIDONR? *H 23121y

will take me in.



Psalm 27 Part Four: 11-13  Seeking Hope

(11) Show me Your way, O LORD, 23117 '[37'[ an ’3717 (X”)
and lead me on a level path W WD‘; 2w n mIRa
because of my watchful foes. (12) Do "3 MY Wo)3 *3Inn" 77N (:,)
not subject me to the will of my foes, for HD’.'.IJH?T.U Ty 72717

false witnesses and unjust accusers
have appeared against me. (13) Had I
not the assurance that I would enjoy
the goodness of the LORD in the land
of the living...
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Psalm 27:14 Conclusion - Response to Psalmist

(14) Look to the LORD; be  P1I] ’Tl"?lf{ 799 (1)

strong and of good courage! ,‘|"|I7ﬁ T 27 VAN
O look to the LORD! | {1_')} ;’ﬂ"j&



Exodus 21

{0} 1D R Farm DR MRIWR T YR UK TR
When one party schemes against another and kills through
treachery, you shall take that person from My very altar to
be put to death.



Deuteronomy 19 9

... (2) you shall set aside three cities in the land that your God '77 \WI_UN ‘IEWN 73 ‘l? 77""[311 07y U]177U] Q...
is giving you to possess. (3) You shall survey the distances, and —lj-[—l ”l’p 1720 () —mujjb -|77 13 —lvij =
divide into three parts the territory of the country that your God | =~ = —l77, 13> WX —|ng 771: 1NN mU’7 1)

' has allotted to you, so that any [man]*[man] See note at 4.42. 5
who has killed someone*who has killed someone See note at j:_[ _lﬂ (7) ]'IEW 773 "IDT.U 01377 01 ] '1777N
NN 1197 WT.UN M "IDI.U 'OU"WIUN 'I'IBT'I

4.42. may have a place to flee to.— (4) Now this is the case of the

killer who may flee there and live: one who has slain another 7773]773 177 NIW" NI? R nyT ’]7:1: 17}77
unwittingly, without having been an enemy in the past. (5) For Z;U HL/‘ 73793 1Y IN N:l’ '“-UN'| @) DT.U77T.U
instance, a man goes with another fellow into a grove to cut I7T.UJ'I VV"I nm 377 111297 _lﬂ-fﬂ oy
wood; as his hand swings the ax to cut down a tree, the ax-head 013 NI NP1 IAYITNN N3 P‘y"l n 77'ﬁ:1"|
flies off the handle and strikes the other so that he dies. That ]?NJ 07771 (1) dnil _|77N"| siaivyBalaie 77N
man shall flee to one of these cities and live.— (6) Otherwise, :,3 ‘IJ’}.U_I'I .I::I? B3 ]'IBT'I NN D"[_l

when the distance is great, the blood-avenger, pursuing the
killer in hot anger, may overtake him and strike him down; yet
he did not incur the death penalty, since he had never been the
other’s enemy.
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Deuteronomy 19 10

... (11) If, however, a man who is the enemy of another 2N ‘|‘|37‘|77 NJWw WN 17177707 (N

lies in wait and sets upon [the victim] and strikes a fatal ]7N 051 npl T.UDJ W3 1,77;7 o ¥h

blow and then flees to one of these towns, (12) the elders N 5 5

of his town shall have him brought back from there and 2101 'Iﬂ’?T.U"I (: ) bN_l D7)y] NI
173 gk 13031 0Wn 1NN 'ITI7’7'I 'IT’V

shall hand him over to the blood-avenger to be put to

death; (13) you must show him no pity. Thus you will 137y 01 nn- Nb (3°) N1 071 bNJ
purge Israel of the blood of the innocent,*purge Israel of 31:(_’)'! 77?(11[7773 7}7 37707 My 177?3?
the blood of the innocent Cf. Num. 35.33—-34. and it will {o} —|’7

go well with you.



Deuteronomy 19

...(15) A single witness may not validate against an
[accused] party any guilt or blame for any offense that may
be committed; a case can be valid only on the testimony of
two witnesses or more.*more See note at 17.6. (16) If
someone appears against another party to testify
maliciously and gives incriminating yet false testimony,
(17) the two parties to the dispute shall appear before "7,
before the priests or magistrates in authority at the time,
(18) and the magistrates shall make a thorough
investigation. If the one who testified is a false witness,
having testified falsely against a fellow Israelite, (19) you
shall do to the one as the one schemed to do to the other.
Thus you will sweep out evil from your midst; (20) others
will hear and be afraid, and such evil things will not again
be done in your midst. (21) Nor must you show pity: life for
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot.
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Mishneh Torah, Murderer and the Preservation of Life 5:12

The altar in the Temple serves as a haven for killers. This is
derived from Exodus 21:14, which states with regard to a
person who kills intentionally: "You shall take him from
My altar to die." One can derive from this, that one who
kills unintentionally should not be killed at the altar.

Thus, if a person kills unintentionally and takes refuge at
the altar, and the blood redeemer kills him there, he should
be executed as if he killed him in a city of refuge.
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1 Samuel 22:11-18

Is that why all of you Hayeremnepiredepginsimef ¥ dnmEne infarms nfamnensn N7n-'N1 W2 oy 927112 TR IX N'727 'K 7Y D272 DAY D

my own son makes a pact with the son of Jesse; no one is concerned for me and

no one informs me when my own son has set my servant in ambush® against me, 1
N "aNis mow the aasel’ ™ 1Y'NX™|2 K1-uny HRY TNKi {o} 7A0778 D) 1N 222 WYX DANON AN N'A79 NN |‘n'1 210'NX7|2 1'm-nx NX K77 77A0 Ny
MK 20 [aKiTY] (177) 77090 i {0} it 0D Ya97 DTN N7¢7 77100 TV 4ANNY) (0TR) [ATKITNK 472 K7) MDY N2 VT ) TITTDY DTDA 1D At 0D

Thereupon the king sent for the priest Ahimelech son of Ahitub and for all the

priests belonging to his father’s house at Nob. They all came to the king, and Saul

said, “Listen to me, son of Ahitub.” “Yes, my lord,” he replied. And Saul said to

him, “Why have you and the son of Jesse conspired against me? You gave him

food and a sword, and inquired of God for him—that he may rise in ambush™

against me, as is now the case.” Ahimelech replied to the king, “But who is there

among all your courtiers as trusted as David, son-in-law of Your Majesty and

obedient to your bidding, " and esteemed in your household? This is the first time

that | inquired of God for him; | have done no wrong.™ Let not Your Majesty find

fault with his servant [or] with any of my father’s house; for your servant knew

nothing whatever about all this.” But the king said, “You shall die, Ahimelech, you

and all your father’s house.” And the king commanded the guards standing by,

“Turn about and kill the priests of the LORD, for they are in league with David;

they knew he was running away and they did not inform me.” But the king’s

servants would not raise a hand to strike down the priests of the LORD.

Thereupon the king said to Doeg, “You, Doeg, go and strike down the priests.”

And Doeg the Edomite went and struck down the priests himself; that day, he

killed eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod.™



