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Bereshit Rabbah 67:4

Rabbi Hanina said: Anyone who
says that the Holy One blessed be He
is lax, may his intestines become lax.
Rather, He shows patience and
collects His due.

Bava Kamma 94b:2

The Gemara continues the
discussion of acquisition of a stolen
item due to a change it underwent.
Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba says that
Rabbi Yohanan says: By Torah law,
a stolen item that has changed is
returned as is, as it is stated: “And
he shall restore that which he
took by robbery” (Leviticus 5:23).
This indicates that he shall return it
in any case, even if it has been
changed. And if you say: In our
mishna it is stated that if the stolen
item is changed the robber gives
monetary compensation rather than
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returning the item, that policy was
instituted by the Sages due to the
ordinance instituted for the
penitent.

Meilah 14b:6

Rav Pappa said: This is the reason
that one builds the structures in the
Temple with non-sacred materials
and afterward consecrates those
materials upon completion: It is
because the Torah was not given to
the ministering angels, who do not
tire and do not have physical needs,
but rather to human beings.
Therefore, the Sages said that
perhaps an artisan will want to rest
and sit on the stones being used in
the construction, and he mightin
fact sit on them. And if he builds
with consecrated materials, it will
be found that he misused
consecrated property.
Consequently, it is preferable for one
to build with non-sacred materials,
and the structure should be
consecrated only upon completion.

Bereshit Rabbah 8:5

Rabbi Simon said: When the Holy
One blessed be He came to create
Adam the first man, the ministering
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angels divided into various factions
and various groups. Some of them
were saying: ‘Let him not be
created,” and some of them were
saying: ‘Let him be created.’ Thatis
what is written: “Kindness and truth
met; righteousness and peace
touched” (Psalms 85:11). Kindness
said: ‘Let him be created, as he
performs acts of kindness.” Truth
said: ‘Let him not be created, as heis
all full of lies.” Righteousness said:
‘Let him be created, as he performs
acts of righteousness.” Peace said:
‘Let him not be created, as he is all
full of discord.” What did the Holy
One blessed be He do? He took Truth
and cast it down to earth. Thatis
what is written: “You cast truth
earthward” (Daniel 8:12). The
ministering angels said before the
Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of
the universe, why are You
demeaning Your very seal? Let Truth
ascend from the earth.’ Thatis what
is written: “Truth will spring from
the earth” (Psalms 85:12).

The Rabbis say in the name of Rabbi
Hanina bar Idi, and Rabbi Pinhas
and Rabbi Hilkiya said in the name
of Rabbi Simon: Meod, this refers to
Man [adam]. That is what is written:
“God saw everything that He had
made, and, behold, it was very
[meod] good” (Genesis 1:31) — Man
[adam] was good.
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Rav Huna, the rabbi of Tzippori,
said: While the ministering angels
were busy deliberating with one
another and engaging with one
another, the Holy One blessed be He
created him. He said to them: ‘Why
are you deliberating? Man has
already been created.’

Bava Kamma 94b:5-95a:2

§ Having mentioned the ordinance
instituted for the penitent, the
Gemara discusses other details of
this ordinance. The Sages taught in
a baraita (Tosefta, Shevi’it 8:11): With
regard to robbers or usurers that
returned either the stolen item or
the interest to the one from whom
they took it, one should not accept
it from them. And with regard to
one who does accept it from them,
the Sages are displeased with him,
since by doing so he discourages
those who wish to repent. Rabbi
Yohanan says: This mishna,i.e.,
the statement of the Tosefta, was
taught in the days of Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi, as it is taught in a baraita:
There was an incident with regard
to one man who desired to repent
after having been a thief for many
years. His wife said to him: Empty
one [reikal], if you repent you will
have to return all the stolen items to
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their rightful owners, and even the
belt that you are wearing is not
yours, and he refrained and did
not repent. At that time, the Sages
said: With regard to robbers or
usurers that returned either the
stolen item or the interest to the one
from whom they took it, one should
not accept it from them. And
concerning one who does accept it
from them, the Sages are
displeased with him. The Gemara
raises an objection from a baraita:
With regard to children whose
deceased father left them money
paid as interest, although they
know that it is interest, they are
not obligated to return it. The
Gemara infers: They, the children,
are the ones that are not obligated
to return it, but their father would
have been obligated to return it,
and his victims may accept his
money. The Gemara responds: By
right, the baraita should have
taught that their father also would
not have been obligated to return
it. And the fact that the baraita
teaches this halakha with regard to
the children is because of the fact
that the baraita wants to teach a
halakha in the latter clause: If their
deceased father left them a cow, or
a garment, or any other specific
item he had stolen or taken as
interest, they are obligated to
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return it due to the honor of their
father, so that the item not serve as
a reminder to all that their father
transgressed. Since this halakha
needs to be stated specifically with
regard to the children, the first
clause of the baraita is also taught
with regard to them. The Gemara
asks: But is it true that due to the
honor of their father they are
obligated to return the item or
money? I will read here the verse:
“You shall not revile God, nor curse
a ruler of your people” (Exodus
22:27), from which the Sages
inferred that the prohibition against
cursing a ruler is in effect only with
regard to a ruler thatactsas a
member of your people, i.e., in
accordance with Torah law. One
who curses a wicked ruler does not
violate this prohibition. Similarly, if
one’s father is wicked, the mitzva to
honor him should not apply. Why
would his children have to return
items that he stole due to his honor?
The Gemara responds: It is like that
which Rav Pinehas said concerning
a different case: This is a case where
he repented. Here too, it is a case
where the father repented, and
since he is no longer wicked, his
children are obligated to honor him.
The Gemara asks: If he repented,
what was the stolen item or interest
doing with him? He should have
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returned it while he was still alive.
The Gemara responds: It is a case
where he did not manage to
return it before he died.
Consequently, the children must
return the items in order to uphold
their father’s honor. The Gemara
raises another contradiction: Come
and hear the statement of another
baraita: With regard to robbers and
usurers, although they collected
the stolen item or interest, they
return it. The Gemara first clarifies
the meaning of the baraita: In the
case of robbers, what collection is
there, i.e., why did the baraita use
the term: Collected, in this context?
If they robbed, they robbed and
did not collect anything; and if they
did not rob, they did not rob and
cannot be called robbers at all.
Rather, emend the text of the
baraita to say: With regard to
robbers, and who are they, i.e.,
what is meant by the term: Robbers?
Itis referring to usurers. The
Gemara resumes its citation of the
baraita: Although they collected
the interest, they must return it.
This is contrary to the ruling of the
Tosefta that if robbers and usurers
return what they have taken, itis
not accepted. The Gemara explains:
Say that this baraita means that
they return it, but one does not
accept it from them. The Gemara



asks: But why do they return it if it
will not be accepted? The Gemara
responds: In order to fulfill their
obligation to Heaven. In order to
fully repent, they must at least offer
to return to the debtors the interest
they took unlawfully. The Gemara
raises a contradiction from another
source. Come and hear the
statement of another baraita: With
regard to shepherds who allow
their animals to graze in other
people’s fields, thereby stealing from
the owners; or tax collectors who
are hired to collect taxes on behalf of
the government and collect
excessive sums; or tax collectors
who purchase the right to collect
taxes themselves and collect
unlawfully, their repentance is
difficult, since they steal from the
public. It is difficult for them to find
every one of their victims in order to
pay them restitution, and they must
return what they have stolen to
whomever they recognize as
victims of their theft. This baraita
indicates that thieves do return
what they have stolen. The Gemara
answers: Say that they return it,
but one does not accept it from
them. The Gemara asks: But why
do they return it if it will not be
accepted? The Gemara responds: In
order to fulfill their obligation to
Heaven. The Gemara asks: If so, if



they are not actually obligated to
return what they have stolen, why
is their repentance difficult? And
furthermore, say the latter clause
of the baraita: And as for the money
belonging to those that they do not
recognize as their victims, they
should use that money for
community needs. And Rav Hisda
says: This means providing pits,
ditches, and caves, which benefit
the general public. This indicates
that a thief actually does pay back
what he has stolen. Rather, this
contradiction must be resolved
differently. It is not difficult: Here,
where the baraita states that he
must actually return what he has
stolen, it is referring to a time before
the ordinance for the penitent was
instituted. There, where the baraita
states that one does not accept the
repayment from a robber, it is
referring to a time after the
ordinance was instituted. The
Gemara adds: And now that Rav
Nahman says that when the Sages
say that he does not return what he
has stolen, they refer only to a case
where the stolen item does not
exist in its initial form, and you can
even say that this and that, both
baraitot, are referring to a time after
the ordinance was instituted, and it
is not difficult. Here, the baraita
that rules that one may accept the



stolen item is referring to a case
where the stolen item still exists.
There, the baraita that rules not to
accept it even if the robber seeks
only to fulfill his obligation to
Heaven is referring to a case where
the stolen item does not still exist.
The Gemara asks: But the incident
in which the robber’s wife told him
that he would have to return even
the belt, which was the impetus for
instituting the ordinance for the
penitents, was a case where the
stolen item still exists, in which
case the robber would be obligated
to return it even after the ordinance
was instituted. The Gemara
answers: What is meant by: Even
the belt? The value of the belt, but
the actual belt was no longer in his
possession. The Gemara asks: And is
it so that the Sages did not
institute an ordinance for the
penitent anywhere that the stolen
item still exists? But there is the
case of a beam, which is a stolen
item that still exists, and we
learned in a mishna (Gittin 55a):
With regard to a stolen beam that
the robber built into a building, the
Sages instituted that the robbery
victim should take its monetary
value and not the actual beam
because of the ordinance
instituted for the penitent, i.e., so
that the penitent not be required to



destroy his house. This indicates
that the ordinance instituted for the
penitent is in effect even when the
stolen item still exists. The Gemara
answers: There it is different. Since
in that case there is the loss of the
entire building, the Sages treat the
beam as though it were not in
existence.
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receives the value of the beam but
not the beam itself. With regard to
this, the Sages taught in a baraita
(Tosefta, Bava Kamma 10:5): If one
robbed another of a beam and built
it into a building, Beit Shammai
say: He must destroy the entire
building and return the beam to
its owners. And Beit Hillel say: The
injured party receives only the
value of the beam but not the beam
itself, due to an ordinance
instituted for the sake of the
penitent. In order to encourage
repentance, the Sages were lenient
and required the robber to return
only the value of the beam. The
mishna was taught in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Hillel.

Bava Kamma 93b:1

MISHNA: In the case of one who
robs another of wood and fashions
it into vessels, or one who robs
another of wool and fashions it
into garments, he pays the robbery
victim according to the value of the
goods at the time of the robbery,
but he need not return the vessels or
garments. He has acquired the
stolen items because they had
undergone a change.
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Bava Kamma 94b:2

...Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba says that
Rabbi Yohanan says: By Torah law, a
stolen item that has changed is
returned as is, as it is stated: “And he
shall restore that which he took by
robbery” (Leviticus 5:23). This
indicates that he shall return itin
any case, even if it has been
changed. And if you say: In our
mishna it is stated that if the stolen
item is changed the robber gives
monetary compensation rather than
returning the item, that policy was
instituted by the Sages due to the
ordinance instituted for the
penitent.
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