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Mishnah Bava Metzia, Chapter 2
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Subsection 1
Which found items may be kept
and which found items must be
announced?

Mishnayot 1-2 — identifying features

Mishnayot 3-4 — identifying location



Mishnah Bava Metzia, Chapter 2
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Subsection 2
What is the procedure for
returning found items?

Subsection 3
What are the responsibilities of
the finder as long as the found
items are in his possession?
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Subsection 1
When is a person exempt from
returning lost property?

Subsection 2
When is a person exempt from
removing a burden?

Subsection 3
Who takes precedence in the
mitzvot of returning lost property,
removing burdens,
and redeeming captives?



(1) You must not carry false rumors; you shall not join hands with the guilty to act as a
malicious witness: (2) You shall neither side with the mighty to do wrong—you shall not give
perverse testimony in a dispute so as to pervert it in favor of the mighty— (3) nor shall you
show deference to a poor person in a dispute.

(4) When you encounter your enemy’s ox or ass wandering, you must
take it back. (5) When you see the ass of your enemy lying under its
burden and would refrain from raising it, you must nevertheless help

raise it.
(6) You shall not subvert the rights of your needy in their disputes.

(1) If you see your fellow Israelite’s ox or sheep gone astray, do not
ignore it; you must take it back to your peer. (2) If your fellow Israelite
does not live near you or you do not know who [the owner] is, you
shall bring it home and it shall remain with you until your peer claims
it; then you shall give it back. (3) You shall do the same with that
person’s ass; you shall do the same with that person’s garment; and so
too shall you do with anything that your fellow Israelite loses and you
find: you must not remain indifferent. (4) If you see your fellow
Israelite’s ass or ox fallen on the road, do not ignore it; you must raise it
together.
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In a case where one discovers lost items, which belong to
him, and for which items is one obligated to proclaim his find so that
the owner of the lost items can come and reclaim them?

These belong to him:

If one found scattered produce, scattered coins, bundles of grain in a
public area, round cakes of pressed figs, baker’s loaves, strings of fish,
cuts of meat, unprocessed wool fleeces that are taken from their state
of origin directly after shearing, bound flax stalks, or bound strips of
combed purple wool, these belong to him, as they have no
distinguishing marks that would enable their owners to claim them.
This is the statement of Rabbi Meir.

Rabbi Yehuda says: If one finds any lost item in which there is an
alteration, he is obligated to proclaim his find.

How so? If he found a round cake of pressed figs with an earthenware
shard inside it or a loaf of bread with coins inside it, he is obligated to
proclaim his find, as perhaps the owner of the item inserted them as a
distinguishing mark by means of which he could reclaim his property in
case it became lost.

Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: If one finds any anpurya vessels, since
their shape is uniform and they are indistinguishable, he is not
obligated to proclaim his find.
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And for these found items, one is obligated to proclaim his find:

If one found produce inside a vessel, or a vessel by itself; coins inside
a pouch, or a pouch by itself; piles of produce; piles of coins, three
coins stacked one atop another; bundles of grain in a secluded area;
loaves of a homeowner, as each shapes his loaves in his own unique
manner; wool fleeces that are taken from the house of a craftsman, as
each craftsman processes the wool in his own unique manner; jugs of
wine; or jugs of oil. If one finds any of these, he is obligated to
proclaim his find.
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Which is the item that is considered ?

If one found a donkey or a cow grazing on the path, that is not lost
property, as presumably the owners are nearby and are aware of the
animals’ whereabouts. If one found a donkey with its accoutrements
overturned, or a cow that ran through the vineyards, that is lost
property.

In a case where one returned the lost animal and it fled, and he again
returned it and it fled, even if this scenario repeats itself four or five
times, he is obligated to return it each time, as it is stated: “You shall
not see your brother’s ox or his sheep wandering and disregard them;
you shall return them to your brother” (Deuteronomy 22:1).

If in the course of tending to and returning the lost item, the finder was
idle from labor that would have earned him a sela, he shall not say to
the owner of the item: Give me a sela to compensate me for my lost
income. Rather, the owner gives him his wage as if he were a laborer, a
payment that is considerably smaller. If there are three men there who
can convene as a court, he may stipulate before the court that he will
undertake to return the item provided that he receives full
compensation for lost income. If there is no court there before whom
can he stipulate his condition, his financial interests take precedence
and he need not return the lost item.
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If one finds his lost item and his father’s lost item, tending to his own
lost item takes precedence.

Similarly, if one finds his lost item and his teacher’s lost item, tending
to his own lost item takes precedence.

If one finds his father’s lost item and his teacher’s lost item, tending to
his teacher’s lost item takes precedence, as his father brought him into
this world, and his teacher, who taught him the wisdom of Torah,
brings him to life in the World-to-Come. And if his father is a Torah
scholar, then his father’s lost item takes precedence.

If his father and his teacher were each carrying a burden and he wants
to assist them in putting down their burdens, he first places his
teacher’s burden down and thereafter places his father’s burden
down.

If his father and his teacher were in captivity, he first redeems his
teacher and thereafter redeems his father. And if his father is a Torah
scholar, he first redeems his father and thereafter redeems his
teacher.
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In the case of one who deposits an animal or vessels with another,
who is acting as an unpaid bailee, and they were stolen or they were
lost, and the bailee paid the owner the value of the deposit, and did
not wish to take an oath that he did not misappropriate the item and
that he was not negligent in safeguarding it, that will effect who keeps
the deposit if it is found or returned. The bailee may also choose to
take the oath, as the Sages said: An unpaid bailee takes an oath, and
he is thereby released from the liability to pay the owner. If the thief is
later found, the thief pays the double payment. If the deposited item
was a sheep or an ox and the thief slaughtered or sold it, he pays the
fourfold or fivefold payment.

To whom does the thief pay? He gives the payment to the one who
had the deposit in his possession when it was stolen, i.e., the bailee.
When the bailee paid the owner for the stolen item, the owner granted
the rights to the item to the bailee. Therefore, the bailee is entitled to
any payment the thief presents for the item, be it compensation for the
item’s value or a fine.

In the case of a bailee who took an oath and did not wish to pay, if the
thief is then found and required to pay the double payment, or if he
slaughtered or sold the animal and is required to pay the fourfold or
fivefold payment, to whom does the thief pay? He gives the payment
to the owner of the deposit, not the bailee.
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(1) If you see your fellow Israelite’s ox or sheep gone astray, do not
ignore it; you must take it back to your peer. (2) If your fellow Israelite
does not live near you or you do not know who [the owner] is, you
shall bring it home and it shall remain with you until your peer claims
it; then you shall give it back. (3) You shall do the same with that
person’s ass; you shall do the same with that person’s garment; and so
too shall you do with anything that your fellow Israelite loses and you
find: you must not remain indifferent. (4) If you see your fellow
Israelite’s ass or ox fallen on the road, do not ignore it; you must raise it
together.

Anything your fellow Israelite loses (Deut 22:3) — (this phrase is meant)
to include his land, so that if one saw water flowing and about to
destroy his fellow’s building or field, he is obligated to create a barrier
before them, in order to prevent them [from destroying the property].
Another matter: Anything your fellow Israelite loses — (this phrase is
meant to include) loss of his body, (to teach that) he is obligated to heal
him if he becomesiill.
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