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Bava Kama NN X212 The First Gate 10 79
Bava Metzia NY'¥n X212 The Middle Gate 10 101
Bava Batra NN X212 The Last Gate 10 86
Sanhedrin |'"YTNO The High Court 11 71
Makkot nnn Lashes 3 34
Shevu‘ot niyiv Oaths 8 62
Eduyot NIty Testimonies 8 74
Avodah Zarah N7 NTIAY Idolatry 5 50
Avot NIAN The Fathers 6 108
Horayot NIMin Instructions 3 20



Baba Kama (First Gate) Tractate Nezikin, Chapters 1-10
Baba Metzia (Middle Gate) Tractate Nezikin, Chapters 11-20
Baba Batra (Final Gate) Tractate Nezikin, Chapters 21-30



Baba Kama (First Gate)
Baba Metzia (Middle Gate)
Baba Batra (Final Gate)

Baba Kama, Chapters 1-6

Baba Kama, Chapter 7 — Bava Metzia, Chapter 2
Bava Metzia, Chapters 3 -8

Bava Metzia, Chapter 9 — Bava Batra, Chapter 4
Bava Batra, Chapters 5 -10

Tractate Nezikin, Chapters 1-10
Tractate Nezikin, Chapters 11-20
Tractate Nezikin, Chapters 21-30

Damages to property

Theft and lost property
Guardians (shomrim) and workers
Land and buildings

Assorted topics (including sales,
inheritance, and legal documents)



Nn:' ,NON1 X211 Nlvn
N2ia Li7 2N XINY T AND 1'7Y XYIN LMD 2 0'02IN NQIA DY TP 7Y .0 TAVYN D'O2IN NQIA ,N0YA Nan NX NARn
12 0'022IN NA ,NINI IRYNY! 120 197 X2 NYYN LMiN 2 0'0IN NQIA ,NINPY DIAN TNX7 KYiFD Y .|NiN )2 00N
PIY2 TNX DX 22iND D L7 MK .0RY L,i7 M 1IN 2 00N X701 DFTAVYN D'eIN N7 N2 i1'K ,02) |2 i7 X .MiN
NN 7V 12¢ ,2'0 ,77 NI IR NIT70,20 RINY QY INT'R KX AND mMnX 72y 7% 1109 ,i7 nan 7 axg nan ixkynd
NYNDI V2D 'vnd v, ANITN
101] [ [IVRY NX WUny' Nilinn ' pioy'y
Mishnah Bava Batra, 10:8
...In the case of a guarantor whose commitment emerged after the signing of the promissory note, the creditor can collect
the sum only from unsold property of the guarantor. The mishna relates: An incident occurred where such a case came before
Rabbi Yishmael, and he said: The creditor can collect the sum from unsold property of the guarantor, but not from liened
property that he has sold to others. Ben Nannas said to Rabbi Yishmael: The creditor cannot collect the sum from the
guarantor at all, not from liened property that has been sold, nor from unsold property. Rabbi Yishmael said to him: Why
not? Ben Nannas said to him: If one was strangling someone in the marketplace, demanding repayment of a loan, and
another person found him doing so and said to the attacker: Leave him alone and | will give you the money he owes, the
person who intervened is exempt from paying, as the creditor did not loan the money in the first place based on his trust of
the one who intervened. Rather, who is a guarantor who is obligated to repay the loan he has guaranteed? One who tells the
creditor before the loan takes place: Lend money to him, and | will give you the repayment, as in that case the creditor did
loan the money based on his trust of the guarantor.
. And,
he added, one who wants to engage in the study of monetary law should attend to, i.e., become a disciple of, Shimon ben
Nannas.
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Following [Seder Nashim], he subdivided the subject matter
in Seder Nezikin and separated the first tractate thereof into three
parts. He began with Bava Kamma (first gate), which deals with
various agents of injury and how to avoid them, such as an ox, a
ditch, consumption, the laws of assault, and their like. A judge is
obligated to first litigate the removal of sources of injury from
among people.

Next follows Bava Metzia (middle gate), which deals with claims,
deposits, hirings, the laws of borrowers and hired laborers, and
everything else that is appropriately connected with this topic. This
is similar to the sequence in Scripture, namely, after the laws of
ox (Exodus 21:28), ditch (21:33), consumption (22:4-5), and if men
fight together (21:22), it speaks about the four types of watchmen
(22:6-14).

Then comes tractate Bava Batra (last gate), and its subject matter
deals with laws about divisions of property, laws pertaining to
dwellings held in partnership, and laws concerning neighbors, and
annulment of a sale or transaction due to the discovery of a physical
defect therein. It further speaks of the sale and acquisition of
property, how to adjudicate these cases, and the laws of bonds and
inheritance. This section is described last because it consists entirely
of tradition and legal arguments, none of it being explicit in
the Torah.

Translated: Fred Rosner, Published: Jason Aronson
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Having enlightened us concerning the civil laws, he then speaks
about the judges who implement these laws and, therefore, placed
tractate Sanhedrin (court) after Bava Batra.

However, tractate Makkot (flogging) is attached to tractate
Sanhedrin in many ancient texts and is counted as part of it because
he speaks of “These are strangled” and then continues with “These
are flogged.” This is not a valid reason, however, because it is a
separate tractate. It is placed next to Sanhedrin because it is not
permissible for anyone save the judges themselves to administer
floggings and punishments as it is written in Scripture: “The judge
shall cause him to lie down and to be beaten before him according
to his wickedness” (Deut. 25:2)...

Translated: Fred Rosner, Published: Jason Aronson
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(22) When [two or more] parties fight, and one of them pushes a
pregnant woman and a miscarriage results, but no other damage
ensues, the one responsible shall be fined according as the woman’s
husband may exact, the payment to be based on reckoning. (23) But
if other damage ensues, the penalty shall be life for life, (24) eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, (25) burn for burn,
wound for wound, bruise for bruise.

(26) When a slave-owning party strikes the eye of a slave, male or
female, and destroys it, that person shall let the slave go free on
account of the eye. (27) If the owner knocks out the tooth of a
slave, male or female, that person shall let the slave go free on
account of the tooth.

(28) When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the ox shall be
stoned and its flesh shall not be eaten, but the owner of the ox is
not to be punished. (29) If, however, that ox has been in the habit of
goring, and its owner, though warned, has failed to guard it, and it
kills a man or a woman—the ox shall be stoned and its owner, too,
shall be put to death. (30) If ransom is imposed, the owner must pay
whatever is imposed to redeem the owner’s own life. (31) So, too, if
it gores a minor, male or female, [its owner] shall be dealt with
according to the same rule. (32) But if the ox gores a slave, male or
female, [its owner] shall pay thirty shekels of silver to the master,
and the ox shall be stoned.
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(33) When any party opens a pit, or when any party digs a pit and
does not cover it, and an ox or an ass falls into it, (34) the one
responsible for the pit must make restitution—paying the price to
the owner, but keeping the dead animal.

(35) When any party’s ox injures a neighbor’s ox and it dies, they
shall sell the live ox and divide its price; they shall also divide the
dead animal. (36) If, however, it is known that the ox was in the
habit of goring, and its owner has failed to guard it, that person
must restore ox for ox, but shall keep the dead animal.

(37) When any party steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or
sells it, that person shall pay five oxen for the ox, and four sheep for
the sheep.—

(1) If the thief is seized while tunneling and beaten to death, there is
no bloodguilt in that case. (2) If the sun had already risen, there is
bloodguilt in that case.—[The thief] must make restitution, and if
lacking the means, shall be sold for the theft. (3) But if what was
stolen—whether ox or ass or sheep—is found alive and in hand, that
person shall pay double.

(4) When any party who owns livestock lets it loose to graze in
another’s land, and so allows a field or a vineyard to be grazed bare,
restitution must be made for the impairment of that field or
vineyard.
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(5) When a fire is started and spreads to thorns, so that stacked,
standing, or growing grain is consumed, the one who started the fire
must make restitution.

(6) When any party gives money or goods to another for
safekeeping, and they are stolen from that other party’s house: if
caught, the thief shall pay double; (7) if the thief is not caught, the
owner of the house shall depose before God and deny laying hands
on the other’s property. (8) (In all charges of misappropriation—
pertaining to an ox, an ass, a sheep, a garment, or any other loss,
whereof one party alleges, “This is it”—the case of both parties
shall come before God: the one whom God declares guilty shall pay
double to the other.)

(9) When any party gives to another an ass, an ox, a sheep or any
other animal to guard, and it dies or is injured or is carried off, with
no witness about, (10) an oath before the Lord shall decide between
the two of them that the one has not laid hands on the property of
the other; the owner must acquiesce, and no restitution shall be
made. (11) But if [the animal] was stolen from the guardian,
restitution shall be made to its owner. (12) If it was torn by beasts,
the guardian shall bring it as evidence—not needing to replace what
has been torn by beasts.

(13) When any party borrows [an animal] from another and it dies
or is injured, its owner not being with it, restitution must be made...
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If two people came to court holding a garment,

and this one, the first litigant, says: | found it, and that one,
the second litigant, says: | found it;

this one says: All of it is mine, and that one says: All of it is
mine; how does the court adjudicate this case?

This one takes an oath that he does not have ownership of
less than half of it, and that one takes an oath that he does
not have ownership of less than half of it,

and they divide it.

If this one says: All of it is mine, and that one says: Half of it
is mine, since they both agree that half of the cloak belongs to
one of them, the conflict between them is only about the
other half.

Therefore, the one who says: All of it is mine, takes an oath
that he does not have ownership of less than three parts, i.e.,
three-fourths, of it, and the one who says: Half of it is mine,
takes an oath that he does not have ownership of less than
one-quarter of it.

This one takes three parts, and that one takes one-quarter.
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If customs collectors took one’s donkey and gave him a different
donkey that was taken from another Jew in its stead, or if bandits took
his garment and gave him a different garment that was taken from a
Jew in its stead, these items are now his because the owners
despaired of retrieving them when they were stolen, and they may
therefore be acquired by another. In a case of one who salvages items
from a river, or from a troop [hagayis] of soldiers, or from bandits, if
the owners of the items despaired of retrieving them, they are his,
i.e., they belong to the one who salvaged them. And so too, with
regard to a swarm of bees, if the owners despaired of retrieving the
bees, they are his, i.e., they belong to the one who found them. Rabbi
Yohanan ben Beroka said: A woman or a minor, whose testimony is
not generally accepted by the court, is deemed credible to say: It was
from here that this swarm emerged, and it therefore belongs to a
certain individual. And one may walk into another’s field in order to
salvage his own swarm of bees that has relocated there, and if he
damaged some property in the process, he must pay for what he has
damaged. But if the bees settled on a branch of a tree, he may not cut
off the other’s branch in order to take the bees, even on the condition
that he will later give him the money for it. Rabbi Yishmael, son of
Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka, says: He may even cut off the branch and
later give him the money for it as compensation.
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Strands of wool that the launderer removes from the garment
belong to him, as it can be assumed that the customer is
uninterested in them, but strands that the carder, i.e., one who
prepares wool for use as a textile, removes belong to the customer,
as it is assumed that the customer would want them, since the
carder often removes a significant number of strands. A launderer
takes three threads that were inserted at the edge of a garment, and
they are his, but with regard to more threads than this, these
additional threads belong to the customer. If these were black
threads on a white garment, he takes all of them and they are his.
As the removal of the threads improves the appearance of the
garment, the customer does not want them. In the case of a tailor
who left enough thread attached to the cloth that it could be used in
order to sew with it, or if there was a patch of cloth that is three
fingerbreadths by three fingerbreadths left from the cloth given to
the tailor by the customer, these items belong to the customer. That
which a carpenter removes with an adze belongs to him, because an
adze removes only small shavings of wood, which the customer is
uninterested in; but what he removes with an ax [uvakashil] belongs
to the customer. And if he was doing his work in the domain of the
customer, then even the sawdust belongs to the customer.
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When you encounter your enemy’s ox or ass wandering, you
must take it back.

If you see your fellow Israelite’s ox or sheep gone astray, do
not ignore it; you must take it back to your peer. If your fellow
Israelite does not live near you or you do not know who [the
owner] is, you shall bring it home and it shall remain with you
until your peer claims it; then you shall give it back. You shall
do the same with that person’s ass; you shall do the same
with that person’s garment; and so too shall you do with
anything that your fellow Israelite loses and you find: you
must not remain indifferent.
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