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1. Shabbat 88b-89a

When Moses Went Up To Heaven: Aggadot of Matan Torah
Miriam Gedwiser ~ Drisha Sefirah Zman 5784

Rabbi Elazar said: When the Jewish people accorded
precedence to the declaration “We will do” over “We will hear,” a
Divine Voice emerged and said to them: Who revealed to my
children this secret that the ministering angels use? As it is
written: “Bless the Lord, you angels of His, you mighty in
strength, that fulfill His word, hearkening unto the voice of His
word” (Psalms 103:20). At first, the angels fulfill His word, and
then afterward they hearken.
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on
High to receive the Torah, the ministering angels said before the
Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, what is one
born of a woman doing here among us? The Holy One, Blessed be
He, said to them: He came to receive the Torah. The angels said
before Him: The Torah is a hidden treasure that was concealed
by You 974 generations before the creation of the world, and
You seek to give it to flesh and blood? As it is stated: “The word
which He commanded to a thousand generations” (Psalms 105:8).
Since the Torah, the word of God, was given to the twenty-sixth
generation after Adam, the first man, the remaining 974 generations
must have preceded the creation of the world. “What is man that
You are mindful of him and the son of man that You think of
him?” (Psalms 8:5). Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your
name in all the earth that Your majesty is placed above the
heavens” (Psalms 8:2). The rightful place of God’s majesty, the
Torah, is in the heavens.

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Provide them with
an answer as to why the Torah should be given to the people.
Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, | am afraid lest
they burn me with the breath of their mouths. God said to him:
Grasp My throne of glory for strength and protection, and provide
them with an answer. And from where is this derived? As it is
stated: “He causes him to grasp the front of the throne, and
spreads His cloud over it” (Job 26:9), and Rabbi Nahum said:
This verse teaches that God spread the radiance of His presence
and His cloud over Moses. Moses said before Him: Master of the
Universe, the Torah that You are giving me, what is written in it?
God said to him: “l am the Lord your God Who brought you out
of Egypt from the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). Moses said to
the angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you enslaved to
Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be yours? Again Moses asked:
What else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall have no
other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Moses said to the angels: Do
you dwell among the nations who worship
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idols that you require this special warning? Again Moses asked:
What else is written in it? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to
him: “Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify it” (Exodus 20:8).
Moses asked the angels: Do you perform labor that you require
rest from it? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? “Do
not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” (Exodus 20:7),
meaning that it is prohibited to swear falsely. Moses asked the
angels: Do you conduct business with one another that may lead
you to swear falsely? Again Moses asked: What else is written in
it? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Honor your father
and your mother” (Exodus 20:12). Moses asked the angels: Do
you have a father or a mother that would render the
commandment to honor them relevant to you? Again Moses asked:
What else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall not murder,
you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal” (Exodus
20:13) Moses asked the angels: Is there jealousy among you, or is
there an evil inclination within you that would render these
commandments relevant? Immediately they agreed with the Holy
One, Blessed be He, that He made the right decision to give the
Torah to the people, and as it is stated: “God our Lord, how
glorious is Your name in all the earth” (Psalms 8:10), while “that
Your majesty is placed above the heavens” is not written
because the angels agreed with God that it is appropriate to give the
Torah to the people on earth.

Immediately, each and every one of the angels became an
admirer of Moses and passed something to him, as it is stated:
“You ascended on high, you took a captive, you took gifts on
account of man, and even among the rebellious also that the Lord
God might dwell there” (Psalms 68:19). The meaning of the verse is:
In reward for the fact that they called you man, you are not an
angel and the Torah is applicable to you, you took gifts from the
angels. And even the Angel of Death gave him something, as
Moses told Aaron how to stop the plague, as it is stated: “And he
placed the incense, and he atoned for the people” (Numbers
17:12). And the verse says: “And he stood between the dead and
the living, and the plague was stopped” (Numbers 17:13). If it were
not that the Angel of Death told him this remedy, would he have
known it?

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses descended
from standing before the Holy One, Blessed be He, with the Torah,
Satan came and said before Him: Master of the Universe, where
is the Torah?

He said to him: | have given it to the earth. He went to the earth,
and said to it: Where is the Torah? It said to him: | do not know,
as only: “God understands its way, and He knows its place” (Job
28:23).

He went to the sea and asked: Where is the Torah? And the sea
said to him: “It is not with me.”

He went to the depths and asked: Where is the Torah? And the
depths said to him: “It is not within me.” And from where is it
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derived that the sea and the depths answered him this way? As it is
stated: “The depth said: It is not within me, and the sea said: It
is not with me” (Job 28:14). “Destruction and death said: We
heard a rumor of it with our ears” (Job 28:22).

Satan returned and said before the Holy One, Blessed be He:
Master of the Universe, | searched for the Torah throughout all
the earth and did not find it. He said to him: Go to Moses, son of
Amram.

He went to Moses and said to him: The Torah that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, gave you, where is it? Moses evaded the question
and said to him: And what am | that the Holy One, Blessed be
He, would have given me the Torah? | am unworthy. The Holy
One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Moses, are you a
fabricator? Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, You
have a hidden treasure in which You delight every day, as it is
stated: “And | was His delight every day, playing before Him at every
moment” (Proverbs 8:30). Should | take credit for myself and say
that You gave it to me? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to
Moses: Since you belittled yourself, the Torah will be called by
your name, as it is stated: “Remember the Torah of Moses My
servant to whom | commanded at Horeb laws and statutes for all of
Israel” (Malachi 3:22).

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on
High, he found the Holy One, Blessed be He, tying crowns to

Moses said nothing, and God said to him: Moses, is there no
greeting in your city? Do people not greet each other in your city?
He said before Him: Does a servant greet his master? That
would be disrespectful. He said to him: At least you should have
assisted Me and wished Me success in My work. Immediately he
said to Him: “And now, may the power of the Lord be great as
you have spoken” (Numbers 14:17).

letters. On the tops of certain letters there are ornamental crownlets.

222 Mw9'n 0%y 7Y
MX .QTIRYA K7] YIRD
70 .07NY 2 ¥R 707
MIN :i7 My nwn 7yx
NIN N2 WiTED 37 MY
nn Y MmN 2R PN
M2 YiTED 7 MY X
i7 My ?7NMin NN
:NYNY NN N2 YiTEn
X I?70DKR 'RTA ,NYNn
,0%iy 7Y ihian 1Moy

27 Y N1 DTN

722 M2 YYYnYn nRRY
NIV P'TNX X 01"
Uit i7 mx 7'nyyY
NN nwNnY NN N2

MR M7 XY, ANY
21T NYn

217 12 ydiin' 10 Nl
DiNAY NYn n7yY nywa
NIN N2 YiTENYT iNyn
DN Wi Ny

,NYN 7 N NiNINYG
MR 7772 DivY X
Miay Ty W D173 119Y
N i7 My ?ia07 i
17 My T Ty A
‘N N3 N 7T NRYY”
RNAT UKD

2. Ben Yehoyada (Ben Ish Hai) Shabbat 88

“Your majesty is placed above the heavens” - Make a n
compromise and give him the written torah, 1
“Tana’kh,” which is hinted by adjacent letters in the
word “heaven.” . . . They also said “on heaven”
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because the written Torah is the aspect of heaven,
and the oral is earth. And for this he said “place your
majesty,” the Torah, which is on the heavens, but do
not give them the oral Torah, which is wider than the
sea, since “what is man that You should consider
him,” regarding the written Torah, “and the sone of
Adam that you take note of him,” regarding the oral
Torah. Therefore now that You already intended to
give, it's enough to give the written Torah only.
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And the Holy Blessed One said to Mosheh: return an
answer to them! Because My wish is that victory will
be called by your name . . . [Moshe] said “lest they
burn me with their breath” - because they are right, |
am nothing, for my strength is in my mouth, and | am
afraid of their holy breath. God said to him, hold on
to my throne of glory and answer them. He hinted to
him thereby a claim he could make against them, that
the throne of glory is the world of creation (beri’ah),
as is known, and Israel’s souls are of the creation,
and the Torah was given of the creation, if so Israel is
closer to it than the angers, who are at the level of
yetsirah, and this is a strong claim against them.
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3. Mesech Chochmah Yitro
(MG paraphrase)

Question: How was Mosheh perfected by
receiving the Torah, if he was already at a high
stature before? How did receiving the Torah
affect him?

The philosophers’ way is to achieve
intellectual perfection, and connecting himself
to the Active Intellect, and therefore achieve
forever-ness for his soul.

By this measure, only one person every few
generations will achieve perfection. And also,
why are they alive? Doesn’t material
existence separate the intellect from the soul?
And in truth according to their view the world
is ancient/eternal, and came of necessity from
God, not out of will, because having a will
would imply God is imperfect.. . .

Not so has God enlightened us through His
Torah, and many miracles in heaven and
earth, that the nature and existence are like
material in the hands of the artisan. As He
can change it, so can He completely destroy
it. Everything God did to show Israel that He
rules nature and existence was to benefit the
creatures. If He destroyed the world, who
would see that He is the ruler? Since God
created the world at will, God can decree that
a soul can access eternity at will, or provide
understanding of the divine at will. Through
what? If they act in all the laws of the world
and its ways of being according to the rules of
the holy Torah. When their choice overcomes
the laws of nature, then comes the true
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perfection.

Between this approach and the philosophical
approach there is a specific and a general
difference. The general difference is that by
directing the world in the ways of God, a
person can achieve perfection, even someone
who is weighed down by earning a living and
is not fully attached to the intellect. For
example, God appeared to all of Israel . . .
Whereas through intellect, who could ascend
the mountain of the Lord?

The specific difference is that for one who is
attached through intellect, whose soul is
stripped of the materiality of the world, only his
soul will achieve the level of eternality. But by
acting in accordance with the Torah, even the
material will merit to be a shining light.
Therefore Mosheh, before receiving the Torah
was told “remove your shoes from your feet,”
which is stripping his materiality and his
physical strengths, for what place does matter
have on holy ground? Not so after receiving
the Torah, he went up Mount Sinai with his
materiality, this is “what is one of woman
born...” - he is material among us! And that
which Moshe replied to them, is there
business, jealousy, etc among you, the
explanation is that all these are mitzvot of
action, therefore they clarify the physical so
that God’s light can appear on it. Therefore he
merited to “horns” of splendor, like the rays of
the sun, for even his body was thin, spiritual.
This is “you went up high, you took plunder” -
Moshe who went up to receive the holy Torah
and took gifts as a person, meaning as a
physical being, he went up to the level of the
spiritual. And that no one knows his grave, is
because in truth there was nothing of Moshe
to bury, because his body does not take up
space, since it becomes in essence spiritual.
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4. Shavuot Piyyut

See https://www.thetorah.com/article/dramatizing-torah-reading-with-aramaic-liturgical-poetry

The Lord brought down
to Sinai the heavens

And said to Moses:

"IN
11'07 X'nv

nwn7 NNl




YW When Moses Went Up To Heaven: Aggadot of Matan Torah

DRISHA Miriam Gedwiser ~ Drisha Sefirah Zman 5784

“My faithful one! Come, ascend! 710 KN 'M'nn
My courtiers ['0'79 12
shall not make you tremble N7 XY
For he defeated them [N NYIT
Your ancestor, long ago XYM |0 120
And | have placed horns of glory and splendor UM XITRIERTIN 1P Nl
on your head. [IN2 N'2'WAIN ROXR'M 2N KT
If angels come near you, gore them with them!




