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Commentary of Rashbatz, Avot

Introduction
This tractate is called Massekhet Avot… but its real
name is Mishnat Hasidim (the Study of the Pious),
because that is what is intended by it, to exaggerate
in the good act beyond that which is commanded,
and that is the concept of piety.

5:1
In this chapter, because the [Sages] wanted to
mention the characteristics of the pious person,
which is germane to this tractate, which is the Study
of the Pious, they taught all the matters linked to
numbers which include a teaching to people to
strengthen ethics.
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ה:יאבותמשנה,

באדם.מדותארבע
זושלך,ושלךשלישליהאומר
מדתזואומריםוישבינונית;מדה
סדום.
הארץ.עםשלי,ושלךשלךשלי
חסיד.שלך,ושלךשלךשלי
רשע:שלי,ושלךשלישלי

Mishna, Avot 5:10

There are four types of character in human beings:
One that says: “mine is mine, and yours is yours”:
this is a commonplace type; and some say this is a
sodom-type of character. [One that says:] “mine is
yours and yours is mine”: is an unlearned person (am
haaretz); [One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is
yours” is a pious person. [One that says:] “mine is
mine, and yours is mine” is a wicked person.
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ה:יאאבותמשנה,

בדעות.מדותארבע
שכרויצאלרצות,ונוחלכעוסנוח

בהפסדו.
יצאלרצות,וקשהלכעוסקשה

בשכרו.הפסדו
חסיד.לרצות,ונוחלכעוסקשה
רשע:לרצות,וקשהלכעוסנוח

Mishna, Avot 5:11

There are four types of temperaments: Easy to
become angry, and easy to be appeased: his gain
disappears in his loss; Hard to become angry, and
hard to be appeased: his loss disappears in his gain;
Hard to become angry and easy to be appeased: a
pious person; Easy to become angry and hard to be
appeased: a wicked person.
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ה:יבאבותמשנה,

בתלמידים.מדותארבע
שכרויצאלאבד,ומהרלשמועמהר

בהפסדו.

Mishna, Avot 5:12

There are four types of students: Quick to
comprehend, and quick to forget: his gain
disappears in his loss; Slow to comprehend, and
slow to forget: his loss disappears in his gain; Quick
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יצאלאבד,וקשהלשמועקשה
בשכרו.הפסדו
חכם.לאבד,וקשהלשמועמהר
חלקזהלאבד,ומהרלשמועקשה
רע:

to comprehend, and slow to forget: he is a wise
man; Slow to comprehend, and quick to forget, this
is a bad lot.

ה:יגאבותמשנה,

צדקה.בנותנימדותארבע
עינואחרים,יתנוולאשיתןהרוצה
אחרים.בשלרעה
רעהעינויתן,לאוהואאחריםיתנו

בשלו.
חסיד.אחרים,ויתנויתן
רשע:אחרים,יתנוולאיתןלא

Mishna, Avot, 5:13

There are four types of charity givers. He who wishes
to give, but that others should not give: his eye is
evil to that which belongs to others; He who wishes
that others should give, but that he himself should
not give: his eye is evil towards that which is his own;
He who desires that he himself should give, and that
others should give: he is a pious man; He who
desires that he himself should not give and that
others too should not give: he is a wicked man.
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ה:ידאבותמשנה,

המדרש.לביתבהולכימדותארבע
בידו.הליכהשכרעושה,ואינוהולך
בידו.מעשהשכרהולך,ואינועושה
חסיד.ועושה,הולך
רשע:עושה,ולאהולךלא

Mishna, Avot, 5:14

There are four types among those who frequent the
study-house (bet midrash):He who attends but does
not practice: he receives a reward for attendance.
He who practices but does not attend: he receives a
reward for practice. He who attends and practices:
he is a pious man; He who neither attends nor
practices: he is a wicked man.

6

ה:טואבותמשנה,

חכמים:לפניביושבימדותארבע
ונפה.משמרת,ומשפך,ספוג,
הכל.אתסופגשהואספוג,

בזו.ומוציאבזושמכניסמשפך,
וקולטתהייןאתשמוציאהמשמרת,

השמרים.את
וקולטתהקמחאתשמוציאהונפה,
הסולת:את

Mishna, Avot, 5:15

There are four types among those who sit before the
sages: a sponge, a funnel, a strainer and a sieve.

A sponge, soaks up everything; A funnel, takes in at
one end and lets out at the other; A strainer, which
lets out the wine and retains the lees; A sieve, which
lets out the coarse meal and retains the choice flour.
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אעמודל,קמאבבאבבלי,תלמוד

דבעימאןהאייהודה:רבאמר
חסידא,למהוי
דנזיקין;מילילקיים
דאבות;מיליאמר:רבא

דברכות.מילילה:ואמרי

Talmud Bavli, Bava Kama, 30a

Rav Yehuda says: One who wants to be pious should
observe the matters of Nezikin.
Rava said, the matters of Avot.
And some say, the matters of Berakhot.
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באבותמשנה,

חמשנה

Mishna, Avot 2
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יוחנןלרבןהיותלמידים...חמשה
שבחן...מונההיההואזכאי...בן

חסידיוסירבי

טמשנה
דרךאיזוהיוראוצאולהםאמר
יוסירביהאדם...בהשידבקישרה
טוב...שכןאומר
דרךאיזוהיוראוצאולהםאמר
רביהאדם...ממנהשיתרחקרעה
רע...שכןאומריוסי

יבמשנה
אומריוסירבי
כשלך;עליךחביבחברךממוןיהי

שאינהתורה,ללמודעצמךוהתקן
לך;ירושה

שמים:לשםיהיומעשיךוכל

Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai had five disciples… He
used to list their outstanding virtues: Rabbi Yose, the
priest, is a pious man;

9
He said unto them: go forth and observe which is
the right way to which a man should cleave… Rabbi
Yose said, a good neighbor…
He said unto them: go forth and observe which is
the evil way which a man should avoid… Rabbi Yose
said, an evil neighbor;
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Rabbi Yose said:
Let the property of your fellow be as precious unto
you as your own;
Make yourself fit to study Torah for it will not be
yours by inheritance;
And let all your actions be for the name of heaven.


