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Lessons and Legacies inMassekhet Avot

Chapter 3

ג:טאבותמשנה,

כלאומרדוסאבןחנינארבי
לחכמתו,קודמתחטאושיראת
מתקיימת;חכמתו

חטאו,ליראתקודמתשחכמתווכל
מתקיימת.חכמתואין

מרוביןשמעשיוכלאומרהיההוא
מתקיימת;חכמתומחכמתו,

איןממעשיו,מרובהשחכמתווכל
מתקיימת:חכמתו

Mishna, Avot 3:9

Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa said: anyone whose fear of
sin precedes his wisdom, his wisdom is enduring,
but anyone whose wisdom precedes his fear of sin,
his wisdom is not enduring. He [also] used to say:
anyone whose deeds exceed his wisdom, his
wisdom is enduring, but anyone whose wisdom
exceeds his deeds, his wisdom is not enduring.
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ג:יזאבותמשנה,

איןאםאומרעזריהבןאלעזררבי
ארץ;דרךתורה,אין

תורה.איןארץ,דרךאיןאם
יראה;איןחכמהאיןאם
חכמה.איןיראה,איןאם
דעת;איןבינה,איןאם
בינה.איןדעת,איןאם
תורה;איןקמח,איןאם
קמח.איןתורה,איןאם

מרובהשחכמתוכלאומרהיההוא
לאילןדומההואלמהממעשיו
מועטיןושרשיומרוביןשענפיו
עלוהופכתוועוקרתובאהוהרוח
והיהי"ז)(ירמיהשנאמרפניו

יבאכייראהולאבערבהכערער
ארץבמדברחרריםושכןטוב

תשב.ולאמלחה
מחכמתומרוביןשמעשיוכלאבל
שענפיולאילןדומההואלמה

כלשאפילומרוביןושרשיומועטין
בוונושבותבאותשבעולםהרוחות

שנאמרממקומואותומזיזיןאין
מיםעלשתולכעץוהיהי"ז)(ירמיה

כייראהולאשרשיוישלחיובלועל
ובשנתרענןעלהווהיהחוםיבא

מעשותימישולאידאגלאבצורת
פרי:

Mishna, Avot 3:17

Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said: Where there is no
Torah, there is no right conduct; where there is no
right conduct, there is no Torah. Where there is no
wisdom, there is no fear; where there is no fear,
there is no wisdom. Where there is no
understanding, there is no knowledge; where there
is no knowledge, there is no understanding. Where
there is no bread, there is no Torah; where there is
no Torah, there is no bread. He used to say: one
whose wisdom exceeds his deeds, to what may he
be compared? To a tree whose branches are
numerous but whose roots are few, so that when the
wind comes, it uproots it and overturns it onto its
face, as it is said, “He shall be like a bush in the
desert, which does not sense the coming of good. It
is set in the scorched places of the wilderness, in a
barren land without inhabitant” (Jeremiah 17:6). But
one whose deeds exceed his wisdom, to what may
he be compared? To a tree whose branches are few
but roots are many, so that even if all the winds in
the world come and blow upon it, they cannot move
it out of its place, as it is said, “He shall be like a tree
planted by waters, sending forth its roots by a
stream. It does not sense the coming of heat, its
leaves are ever fresh. It has no care in a year of
drought; it does not cease to yield fruit” (ibid, 17:8).
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Theיזפרקירמיהוספר Book of Jeremiah, 17:5-83
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ה׀(ה) ֹ֣ רכּ קאָמַ֣ ָ֗ בֶר֙אָר֤וּריקְוֹ רהַגֶּ֙ אֲשֶׁ֣
ח םיבְִטַ֣ םבָּֽאָדָ֔ רושְָׂ֥ זְרעֹ֑וֹבָּשָׂ֖

ק רוהְָיהָ֙(ו)לִבּֽוֹ:יסָ֥וּרוּמִן־יקְוָֹ֖ כְּעַרְעָ֣
ה הוְ֥�אבָּֽעֲרָבָ֔ ןט֑וֹבכִּי־יבָ֣וֹאירְִאֶ֖ ושְָׁכַ֤
רחֲרֵרִים֙ רֶץבַּמִּדְבָּ֔ האֶ֥ וְ֥�אמְלֵחָ֖
תֵשֵֽׁב:

בֶרבָּר֣וּ�(ז) רהַגֶּ֔ חאֲשֶׁ֥ קיבְִטַ֖ בַּֽיקוָֹ֑
ה קוהְָיָ֥ ה(ח)מִבְטַחֽוֹ:יקְוָֹ֖ ץ׀והְָיָ֞ כְּעֵ֣
יםִשָׁת֣וּל חועְַל־יוּבַל֙עַל־מַ֗ ישְַׁלַּ֣
יו רָשָׁ֔ אירְִאֶה֙יראוְ֤�אשָֽׁ ֹ֣ םכִּֽי־יבָ ֹ֔ ח
הוּוהְָיָ֥ה ןעָלֵ֖ עֲנָ֑ תרַֽ רֶת֙וּבִשְׁנַ֤ ֹ֙ ֣�אבַּצּ
ג ישׁוְ֥�אידְִאָ֔ פֶּֽרִי:מֵעֲשׂ֥וֹתימִָ֖

Thus said GOD: Cursed is the man who trusts in
mortals, Who makes mere flesh his strength, And
turns his thoughts from GOD. He shall be like a bush
in the desert, Which does not sense the coming of
good: It is set in the scorched places of the
wilderness, In a barren land without inhabitant.
Blessed is the man who trusts in GOD, Whose trust
is GOD alone. He shall be like a tree planted by
waters, Sending forth its roots by a stream: It does
not sense the coming of heat, Its leaves are ever
fresh; It has no care in a year of drought,
It does not cease to yield fruit.

אפרקתהליםספר

ישׁ(א) רֵי־הָאִ֗ שְֽׁ ר׀אַ֥ הָלַ֘�֥�אאֲשֶׁ֤
ת יםבַּעֲצַ֪ עִ֥ רֶ�רְשָׁ֫ טָּאִיםוּבְדֶ֣ ֥�אחַ֭
ד בעָמָ֑ יםוּבְמוֹשַׁ֥ צִ֗ י(ב)ישָָֽׁב:֣�אלֵ֝ כִּ֤
ם תאִ֥ קבְּתוֹרַ֥ ָ֗ פְצ֥וֹיקְוֹ וּֽבְתוֹרָת֥וֹחֶ֫

ה םיהְֶגֶּ֗ ילְָה:יוֹמָ֥ ה(ג)ולָָֽ כְּעֵץ֘וְהָֽיָ֗
ישָׁת֪וּל יםִעַֽל־פַּלְגֵ֫ רמָ֥ ןפִּרְי֨וֹ׀אֲשֶׁ֤ יתִֵּ֬
הוּבְּעִתּ֗וֹ לֽ�א־יבִּ֑וֹלועְָלֵ֥ ֹ֖ וכְ

ה יחַ:אֲשֶׁר־יעֲַשֶׂ֣ ן(ד)יצְַלִֽ �א־כֵ֥
ים יהָרְשָׁעִ֑ ץכִּ֥ ֹ֗ מּ נּוּאִם־כַּ֝ שֶׁר־תִּדְּפֶ֥ א�

ן׀(ה)רֽוּחַ: מוּעַל־כֵּ֤ שָׁעִים�א־יקָֻ֣ רְ֭
ט יםבַּמִּשְׁפָּ֑ חַטָּאִ֗ תוְ֝ ים:בַּעֲדַ֥ (ו)צַדִּיקִֽ
עַ קוֹקָכִּֽי־יוֹדֵ֣ רֶ�יְ֭ יםדֶּ֣ רֶ�צַדִּיקִ֑ ודְֶ֖
ים תּאֹבֵֽד:רְשָׁעִ֣

The Book of Psalms, Chapter 1

Fortunate is the man who has not followed the
counsel of the wicked, or taken the path of sinners,
or joined the company of the insolent; rather, the
teaching of the LORD is his delight, and he studies
that teaching day and night.
He is like a tree planted beside streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season, whose foliage never
fades, and whatever it produces thrives. Not so the
wicked; rather, they are like chaff that wind blows
away. Therefore the wicked will not survive
judgment, nor will sinners, in the assembly of the
righteous. For the LORD cherishes the way of the
righteous, but the way of the wicked is doomed.
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נתןדרביאבותקטנות,מסכתות
כבפרקא)(נוסחא

שיראתכלאומרדוסאבןחנינארבי
חכמתולחכמתוקודמתחטאו

קודמתשחכמתווכלמתקיימת.
מתקיימתחכמתואיןחטאוליראת
ה'יראתחכמהראשיתשנאמר
י'):קי"א(תהלים

מרוביןשמעשיוכלאומרהיההוא
וכלמתקיימת.חכמתומחכמתו
חכמתואיןממעשיומרובהשחכמתו
ונשמענעשהשנאמרמתקיימת

כד:ז):(שמות

Minor Tractates, Avot of Rabbi Natan (Version 1) 22

Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa said: anyone whose fear of
sin precedes his wisdom, his wisdom is enduring,
but anyone whose wisdom precedes his fear of sin,
his wisdom is not enduring, as it is stated, “The
beginning of wisdom is the fear of G-d” (Psalms
111:10).

He [also] used to say: anyone whose deeds exceed
his wisdom, his wisdom is enduring, but anyone
whose wisdom exceeds his deeds, his wisdom is not
enduring, as it is stated, “We shall do and we shall
hear” (Exodus 24:7).
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חכםזכאיבןיוחנןרבןלפניאמרו
זההרילהםאמרמהו.חטאוירא
ואיןחכםבידו.אומנותווכליאומן
זההרילהםאמרמהו.חטאירא
יראבידו.אומנותוכליואיןאומן
איןלהםאמרמהו.חכםואיןחטא
בידו:אומנותוכליאבלאומןזה

איןאםאומרעזריהבןאלעזררבי
דרךאיןאםארץ.דרךאיןתורה
איןחכמהאיןאםתורה.איןארץ

חכמה:איןיראהאיןאםיראה.

מעשיםבושישאדםאומרהיההוא
הואלמההרבהתורהולמדטובים
ענפיוהמיםעלשעומדלאילןדומה?
ארבעאפילומרוביןושרשיומועטין
אותומזיזותאיןבאותהעולםרוחות

עלשתולכעץוהיהשנאמרממקומו
ג').א'(תהליםוגו'מיםפלגי
ולמדטוביםמעשיםבושאיןאדם
לאילןדומההואלמה[הרבה]תורה

ושרשיומרוביןענפיובמדברשעומד
עוקרתובונושבתכשרוחמעוטין

והיהשנאמרפניועלוהופכתו
ו'):י"ז(ירמיהוגו'בערבהכערער

They said before Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, What
is a scholar who fears sin? He said to them, This is a
craftsman holding his tool. A scholar who does not
fear sin, what is he? He said to them, This is a
craftsman who is not holding his tool. One who fears
sin but is not a scholar, what is he? He said to them,
This is not a craftsman, but he has his tool in hand.

Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said: Where there is no
Torah, there is no right conduct; where there is no
right conduct, there is no Torah. Where there is no
wisdom, there is no fear; where there is no fear,
there is no wisdom.

He used to say: A person who has good deeds and
has learned abundant Torah, to what is he
comparable? To a tree which stands upon the water.
Its branches are few but its roots are numerous. Even
if the four winds of the world come, they do not
move it from its place, as it is said, “He is like a tree
planted beside streams of water” (Psalms 1:3).
A person who does not have good deeds but has
learned [abundant] Torah, to what is he comparable?

To a tree which stands in the desert. Its branches are
numerous but its roots are few. When the wind
blows it, it uproots it and overturns it on its face, as
it is said, “He shall be like a bush in the desert, etc.”
(Jeremiah 17:6).

נתןדרביאבותקטנות,מסכתות
לבפרק)ב(נוסחא

אומרדוסאבן[חנינא](יוחנן)רבי
[לחכמתוחטאויראתשקדמהכל

ליראתחכמתולהתקיים.סופו
מעשיולהתקיים.סופואיןחטאו]

[חכמתולהתקיים.סופולחכמתו
להתקיים].סופואיןלמעשיו

שבאלאחדדומההדברלמהמשל
יין.רביעיתליתןא"להחנוני.אצל
תיקו.אתלוופתחכליהבאא"ל
ופתחכליהבאא"לשמן.ליתןא"ל
מאירהבןא"להמפושלות.אתלו
ייןליטולמבקשואתהבידךאיןכלי

אומרהואברוךהקדושכךושמן.
בידכםאיןטוביםמעשיםלרשעים
תורהללמודמבקשיםואתם

Minor Tractates, Avot of Rabbi Natan (Version 2) 32

Rabbi (Yohanan) [Hanina] ben Dosa said: anyone
whose fear of sin precedes [his wisdom, his wisdom
will ultimately endure, but if his wisdom (precedes)
his fear of sin,] his wisdom will not ultimately endure.
If his deeds (precede) his wisdom, it will ultimately
endure. [If his wisdom (precedes) his deeds, it will
not ultimately endure.]

There is a parable: to what may the matter be
compared? To one who comes to the shopkeeper.
He says to him, Give me a quarter (log) of wine. He
says to him, Bring a utensil, and he opens his satchel
for him. He says to him, Give me oil. He says, Bring a
utensil, and he opens his bundles for him. He says to
him, Accursed one! You don’t have a utensil, but you
wish to take wine and oil? So the Holy One, blessed
be He, says to the wicked, You do not have good
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לךמהאלהיםאמרולרשעשנאמר
איןחוקיט"ז).נ'(תהליםחקילספר
בהםמספראתהיאךמשמראת

שם):(שםמוסרשנאתואתה

deeds in your hands, but you wish to study Torah?
As it is stated, “Why would you speak of my laws?”
(Psalms 50:16) You do not observe my laws; how
could you speak of them, “and yet you detest
rebuke” (ibid.).

נתןדרביאבותקטנות,מסכתות
לדפרק)ב(נוסחא

כלאומראלעזרבןשמעוןרבי
הואלמהמחכמתומרוביםשמעשיו

כלבפיווכלונססוסלרוכבדומה
וכלמחזירו.הוארוצהשהואמקום

סוסלרוכבממעשיומרובהשחכמתו
ממנוונפלעליורכבבפיוכלונסואינו
מפרקתו:אתושבר

Minor Tractates, Avot of Rabbi Natan (Version 2) 34

Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says, Anyone whose deeds
are more numerous than his wisdom is comparable
to what? To one riding on a horse with a bit in its
mouth. He may turn it wherever he wishes. And
anyone whose wisdom is more abundant than his
deeds (is comparable) to one riding on a horse
without a bit in his mouth. He rides upon it and falls
from it and breaks his joints.
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