Mishna, Avot 1:1

Moshe received the Torah from Sinai; and he
delivered it to Joshua; and Joshua to the Elders; and
the Elders to the Prophets; and the Prophets
delivered it to the men of the Great Assembly. They
said three things, Be deliberate in judgment; and
raise many students; and build a fence for the Torah.
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Mishna, Avot 1:12
Hillel and Shamai received from them. Hillel says, Be
among the students of Aaron: Love peace and chase

peace; love people; and bring them close to the
Torah.
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Mishna, Avot 1:13

He would say, He who stretches his name, his name
is lost.

And he who does not add, [he] wastes away.

And he who does not study, [he] is liable for
execution.

And he who makes use of the crown, [he] passes.
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Mishna, Avot 1:14
He would say, If | am not for me, who is for me? And
if | am for myself, what am 1? And if not now, when?
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Mishna, Avot 2:6

He also saw a skull which was floating on the surface
of the water. He said to it: Since you drowned
[others], they drowned you. And in the end, those
who drowned you will be drowned.
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Minor Tractates, Avot of Rabbi Natan (Version 1) 12
He also says four things in the Babylonian tongue:
He who stretches his name, his name is lost.

And he who does not serve the sages, [he] is liable
for execution.

And he who does not add, [he] squanders.

And he who makes use of the crown, [he] is lost and
goes away.

"He who stretches his name, and his name is lost.”
How so? This teaches that a person must not have
his name produced to the royalty, for once his name
is produced for the royalty, ultimately, they scrutinize
him and murder him and take from him all his
money.

“And he who does not serve the sages, [he] is liable
for execution.” How so? They said there was an
incident with an individual from Beit Rama who
conducted himself according to the standard of
piety. Rabban Yohanan b. Zakai sent a student to
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assess him, and he found that he took oil and placed
it upon the stove. He took it from upon the stove
and placed it into his dish of groats. He asked him,
What are you doing? He said to him, | am a high
priest, and | eat my teruma (priestly tithe) in a state
of ritual purity. He asked him, Is this stove impure or
pure? He said to him, Do we even have in the Torah
that a stove can become impure? Does the Torah not
only say of an oven that it is impure, as it is stated,
“And all that is within it will be impurified”? He said
to him, Just as the Torah stated of an oven that it is
impure, so the Torah stated of a stove that is impure,
as it is stated, “The oven and stove shall be
dismantled; they are impure.” He said to him, If you
have conducted yourself thus, you have never in
your life eaten pure teruma.

“And he who does not add, [he] squanders.” How
so? This teaches that if | person learned a tractate or
two or three tractates, and he does not add to them,
he forgets the first ones.

“And he who makes use of the crown, [he] is lost
and goes away.” How so? Whoever uses the
ineffable name has no portion in the World to Come.
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Minor Tractates, Avot of Rabbi Natan (Version 2) 27

And there were five more things that he would say in
the tongue of the Babylonians:

He who stretches his name, his name is lost.

And he who does not add, [he] wastes away.

And he who makes use of the crown, [he] passes.
And he who does not serve the sages, [he] is liable
for execution.

And he who serves but does not uphold, [he] is
liable for the most severe of executions.

"He who stretches his name, his name is lost.” If
so-and-so’'s name is produced in the city; ‘So-and-so
is attractive. So-and-so is mighty-" the next day, you
look for him. You do not know when he passes from
the world.

“And he who does not add, [he] wastes away.” This
teaches you that who ever teaches a passage in the
Torah (if he does not add)- completes, if he does not
complete, he will ultimately forget, as it is stated,
“Be watchful, and watch your soul greatly.”

“And he who makes use of the crown, [he] passes.”
If Balshezar, who used the utensils of the Temple,
which are replaceable and they can be valued, tears
his soul from living in this world and from living in
the world to come- if one uses the crown of the King
of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, all the more
so- he tears his soul from living in this world and
from living in the world to come.

“And he who does not serve the sages, [he] is liable
for execution.” There was an incident with a pious
priest in Ramat Bnei Anat. Rabbi Yehoshua went to
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speak with him, and they were involved in the laws of
the pious. When it came time for the repast, he said
to his wife, Bring a drop of oil into the groats. She
went and took the cruse from inside the stove. He
said to him, My teacher, is this stove pure? He said
to him, Is there [a concept of] an impure stove, or an
impure oven? He said to him, But it says, “The oven
and stove shall be dismantled; they are impure.”
Thus, there is an impure oven and an impure stove.
“And he who serves but does not uphold, [he] is
liable for the most severe of executions.” Rabbi
[Yehuda HaNasi] said, So | conducted myself all my
days. He said to him, If you conducted yourself thus
all your days, you never ate the sacred foods of
Heaven properly. The sages said,

“And he who does not serve the sages, [he] s liable
for execution.”
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Talmud Bavli, Megilla 28b

We learned in a mishna there (Avot 1:13): And one
who makes use of the crown [taga] of Torah learning
will perish from the world. Reish Lakish taught: This
is referring to one who allows himself to be served
by one who studies halakhot, which is the crown of
the Torah. And Ulla said: It is better that a person
should be served by one who studies four orders of
the Mishna, and he should not allow himself to be
served by one who teaches to others four orders of
the Mishna, as in that case of Reish Lakish. He was
traveling along the road when he reached a deep
puddle of water. A certain man came and placed
him upon his shoulders and began transferring him
to the other side. Reish Lakish said to him: Have you
read the Bible? He said to him: | have read it. He
then asked: Have you studied the Mishna? He
answered him: | have studied four orders of the
Mishna. Reish Lakish then said to him: You have
hewn these four mountains and yet you bear the
weight of the son of Lakish upon your shoulders? It
is inappropriate for you to carry me; throw the son of
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i Lakish into the water. The man said to Reish Lakish:
It is pleasing for me to serve the Master in this way.
| Reish Lakish said to him: If so, learn from me this

| matter that Rabbi Zeira said.
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