1) Mishna, Berakhot 4:1
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The morning prayer may be recited until noon. Rabbi Yehuda says: until four hours [after
sunrise]. The afternoon prayer may be recited until the evening. Rabbi Yehuda says: until the
midpoint of the afternoon. The evening prayer is not fixed. The additional prayer may be recited
all day. Rabbi Yehuda says: until seven hours [after sunrise].

2) Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 27b
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‘The evening prayer is not fixed.” What is the meaning of is not fixed? If you say that if one
wishes, they may pray throughout the night, then let the mishna teach: The evening prayer may
be recited throughout the night. Rather, what is the meaning of not fixed? It is in accordance
with the one who said: The evening prayer is optional. As Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said with
regard to the evening prayer. Rabban Gamliel says: It is obligatory. Rabbi Yehoshua says: It is
optional. Abaye said: The halakha is in accordance with the statement of the one who said,
obligatory. Rava said: The halakha is in accordance with the statement of the one who said,
optional.

R. Sherira Gaon (10™ cent), Otzar ha-Geeonim (B.M. Lewin), Berakhot 27b
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And the opinion saying hovah, says thusly, that the one who does not perform it stands in sin.
And for this it is called hovah, that one is accountable for a sin. And the opinion saying reshut,
this is what it says, a commandment in which the authority comes to the individual - if one
wants reward, one performs it and earns reward. If not, one misses the reward and one bears
no sin.

Maimonides (12" cent), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prayer 1:6
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They also instituted a prayer to be recited at night, since the limbs of the daily afternoon
offering could be burnt the whole night, as [Leviticus 6:2] states: "The burnt offering [shall
remain on the altar hearth all night until morning]." In this vein, [Psalms 55:18] states: "In the
evening, morning and afternoon | will speak and cry aloud, and God will hear my voice."

The Evening Prayer is not obligatory, as are the morning and afternoon prayers. Nevertheless,
the Jewish people, in all the places that they have settled, are accustomed to recite the evening
prayer and have accepted it upon themselves as an obligatory prayer.
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prayer 10:6
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One to whom it is uncertain if they prayed or not, does not go back and pray unless one prayed
the prayer as voluntary for one may recite voluntary prayers throughout the entire day. One
who was standing in prayer and remembered having already prayed, stops even in the middle of
a blessing; but if it was the evening prayer, one does not stop, for at the outset one prayed it
with the awareness that it is not a requirement.

R. Hayyim Soloveitchik, Hiddushei Rabbeinu Haim Ha-Levi, 1936, Laws of Prayer 10:6
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And according to the opinion of Maimonides, one must say that obligatory and voluntary
prayers are varied in their very essence as prayer. The evening prayer is voluntary and has the
status of nedava, and that which we established it as an obligation, the meaning is that they
established an obligation upon themselves to pray an involuntary and nedava prayer, for the
essential decree and obligation is only voluntary and a nedava.

As such, Maimonides’ ruling is consistent, for the evening prayer is essentially voluntary and a
nedava so it naturally doubles as a nedava (in the case where one already recited the evening
prayer) for they are one and the same. The other prayers which are obligatory in their essence,
though, cannot double as a nedava for they are two altogether different things.

Yaakov Katz, "Alterations in the Time of the Evening Service": An Example of the
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The Tannaim and Amoraim argued whether the evening prayer is obligatory or volitional, as
opposed to the morning and afternoon prayers about which no doubt has been raised that they
are obligatory. A reasonable assumption is that the difference stems from the difference in the
origin of the prayers. The morning and afternoon prayers were fundamentally connected to the
liturgy in the Temple. The priests held a prayer over the course of their work, and the public
directed their prayer to the timing of the sacrifices (or the incense). But the evening prayer,
arose from the simple human need to pray with the passage of time, the setting of the day and



the entrance of the night. And it seems in accordance with the opinion of scholars that the
evening prayer was originally only an individual’s prayer.
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