Rabbinic Narrative ~ Gadol Ha-Metzuveh Vi’Oseh

1) Babylonian Talmud, Kiddushin 31a
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Rav Ulla’s Version of the Story

a) They asked of Rav Ulla: How far does honoring one’s parents go?

b) He said to them: Go and see what one idol worshipper in Ashkelon did, and Dama
ben Netina is his name.

c) One time, the Rabbis sought to purchase merchandise for six hundred thousand
profit. And the key was resting beneath his father’s head, and he did not disturb him.

R. Yehudah in the name of Shmuel’s Version of the Story

d) Rabbi Yehuda said in the name of Shmuel: They asked Rabbi Eliezer: How far does
honoring one’s parents go?

e) Rabbi Eliezer said to them: Go and see what one gentile did for/to his father in
Ashkelon, and his name is Dama ben Netina.

f) The Sages sought to purchase precious stones from him for the elaborate garment of
the High Priest for six hundred thousand profit, and Rabbi Kahana taught that it
was eight hundred thousand profit. And the key was resting beneath his father’s
head, and he did not disturb him.

Postscript of the Story

g) The next year God gave him his reward, as a red heifer (a rare animal that was critical
for an ancient Jewish temple ritual) was born in his herd.

h) The Sages of Israel came to him, he said to them: | know, concerning you, that if
| were to ask for all the money in the world you would give it to me. However, | ask
of you only the money that | lost due to honoring my father.
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Part 4: Rabbi Chanina’s Teaching
i) And Rabbi Chanina said: And if this is related about one who is not commanded and
performs it, all the more so one who is commanded and performs it.
j) As Rabbi Chanina said: Gadol is one who is commanded and performs it than one
who is not commanded and performs it.

Part 5: Rav Yosef and the Blind / Visually Impaired
k) Rav Yosef, who was blind, said: At first | would say: If someone would tell me that the

law is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says: A blind person is
exempt from the commandments, | would make a festive day for the rabbis, as | am
not commanded and yet | perform them. Now that | have heard that which Rabbi
Chanina says: Gadol is one who is commanded and performs it more so than one
who is not commanded to and performs it, on the contrary: If someone would tell
me that the law is not in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, , | would
make a festive day for the rabbis.

Jerusalem Talmud, Kiddushin 1:7, 61b
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Rebbi Yose bar Abun said: The following night, his cow gave birth to a red heifer and Israel gave
him its weight in gold and took it. R. Shabtai said, it is written (Job 37:23): “And justice and
much charity God will not suppress.” The Holy One, blessed be, will not wait to give the reward
for performance of commandments to the Gentiles.

Babylonian Talmud, Avoda Zara 3a
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And [gentiles] do not [receive reward for fulfilling commandments?] Is it not taught in a baraita
that R. Meir would say: From where is it derived that a gentile who engages in Torah is like a
High Priest? It comes to teach, “that if a person does, and lives by them” (Lev. 18:5). Priests,
Levites and Israelites it does not state. Rather, person (adam). You learn that even a gentile who
engages in Torah is like a High Priest. Rather, the verse serves to tell you that they do not receive
reward as one who is commanded and performs. Rather, like one who is not commanded and
performs. As R. Hanina says: Greater is one who is commanded and performs than one who is
not commanded and performs.

Babylonian Talmud, Avoda Zara 3a (Ms New York — JTS Rab. 15)
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