Talmudic Methodologies: Introduction
. Multiple Megillah Readings

1) Mishna Megillah Chapter 1
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(1) The Megillah is read on the eleventh, on the twelfth, on the thirteenth, on the fourteenth, on
the fifteenth, not earlier and not later. Cities that have been surrounded by a wall since the days
of Joshua, son of Nun, read on the fifteenth, villages and large towns read on the fourteenth.
However, the villages may advance to the day of assembly.

(2) How so? If the fourteenth occurs on Monday, the villages and large towns read on that day,
and the walled cities on the next day. If the fourteenth occurs on Tuesday or Wednesday, the
villages advance to the day of assembly; the large towns read on that day, and the walled cities
on the next day. If the fourteenth occurs on Thursday, the villages and large towns read on that
day, and the walled cities on the next day. If the fourteenth occurs on Friday, the villages advance
to the day of assembly; and the large towns and the walled cities read on that day. If the
fourteenth occurs on Shabbat, the villages and large towns advance to the day of assembly; and
the walled cities on the day after. If the fourteenth occurs on Sunday, the villages advance to the
day of assembly; and the large towns read on that day; and the walled cities on the next day.

2) Babylonian Talmud Megillah 4a
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: A person is obligated to read the Megillah at night and to
repeat it during the day, as it is stated: “O my God, | call by day but You do not answer; and at
night, and there is stoppage for me” (Psalms 22:3). Some of the students understood from it to
read at night and to study its Mishna by day. Rabbi Yirmeya said to them: It was explained to me
by Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba himself the implication is as people say: | will conclude this section and
repeat it. It was also stated, Rabbi Helbo said that Ulla Bira’a said: A person is obligated to read
the Megillah at night and repeat it during the day, as it is stated: “So that my glory may sing praise
to You and not be silent; O Lord, my God, | will give thanks to You forever” (Psalms 30:13).

Il. Night vs. Day Readings

3) Tosafot, Megillah 4a
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The R”i (12t cent) said even though we recite the she-hechiyanu at night, we recite it again during
the day for the primary publicizing the miracle is in the daytime reading. And the verse also
implies this for it says, “and at night, there is no stoppage”- meaning, even though you read
during the day, you are obligated to read at night, and the primary is in the day since it was
mentioned in the verse first. The festive meal is also primarily in the day, as it says later on (7b),
that one who ate at not does not fulfill their obligation. Similarly that is implied here for it says,
‘recalled and observed’- the recalling is linked to the observance, just as the primary observance
is in the daytime, the recalling is as well.

4) Eleazar of Worms (1176-1238), Sefer HaRokeach, Laws of Berakhot 363
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But with reading of the Megillah, the essence is reading the Megillah at night even thought one
is obligated to say it in the day.

5) Joseph Soloveitchik (20*" cent), Divrei Hashkafa
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. Nighttime Reading for the Villagers

6) Rabbeinu Nissim (14" cent), 1a in the Rif
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It is possible that the villagers did not read the nighttime megillah for the daytime megillah is
primary as | will write before us, with God’s help. Just as they were lenient on the villagers to
read earlier, similarly they were lenient on them to only read the daytime megillah. Or, it is
possible they read it at night individually and the next day they read it in the cities with ten.

7) Shlomo HaKohen of Vilna (19" cent), Responsa Binyan Shlomo, 58
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Additionally, it seems to me, and this is the primary reason, according to my thinking, in the times
of the Mishnah there was no institution to read the megillah also at night. For the megillah is only
mentioned during the day, and only in the days of R. Yehoshua ben Levi (Meg. 4a, 20a)they
instituted to read at night as well. And they relied on the verse ‘O my God, | call by day but You
do not answer; and at night, and there is stoppage surcease for me.” And know, that throughout
Mishnah there is no reference to nighttime megillah reading. For daytime megillah reading,
according to the mishnah, is permitted throughout the day, and it should have similar taught in
the mishnah that nighttime reading is permitted throughout the entire night...
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