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Drisha Institute - From Revelation to Realization - Part 3

A Tale of Two Cities and Two Books: Sefer Shoftim and Megillat Rut

L. The Setting of Megillat Rut:

1. Megillat Rut, 1:
(1) It was in the days that the judges judged

that there was a famine in the land and a
man of Bethlehem in Judah with his wife
and two sons went to live in the fields of
Moav.
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I1. Megillat Rut and life in Beit Lechem:

Examples of TN in M1 n>an:

2. Megillat Rut, 2

(11) Boaz said in reply, “I have been told of
all that you did for your mother-in-law
after the death of your husband, how you
left your father and mother and the land of
your birth and came to a people you had
not known before.
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3. Megillat Rut, 2

(15) When she got up again to glean, Boaz
gave orders to his workers, “You are not
only to let her glean among the sheaves,
without interference, (16) but you must also
pull some [stalks] out of the heaps and
leave them for her to glean, and not scold
her”
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4. Megillat Rut, 3

(1) Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her,
“Daughter, I must seek a home for vou,
where you may be happy.
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5. Megillat Rut, 3
(10) He exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD,

daughter! Your latest deed of loyalty is
greater than the first, in that you have not
turned to younger men, whether poor or
rich.
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6. Megillat Rut, 4

(9) And Boaz said to the elders and to the
rest of the people, “You are witnesses today
that I am acquiring from Naomi all that
belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged
to Chilion and Mahlon. (10) I am also
acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of
Mahlon, as my wife, so as to perpetuate the
name of the deceased upon his estate, that
the name of the deceased may not
disappear from among his kinsmen and
from the gate of his home town. You are
witnesses today.
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Where are the villains?

7. Megillat Rut, 1:

(2) The man’s name was Elimelech, his
wife’s name was Naomi, and his two sons
were named Mahlon and Chilion

— Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. They
came to the country of Moab and remained
there.
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8. Megillat Rut, 1:

(14) They broke into weeping again, and
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law farewell.
But Ruth clung to her.
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9. Megillat Rut, 4:

(6) The redeemer replied, “Then I cannot
redeem it for myself, lest | impair my own
estate. You take over my right of
redemption, for I am unable to exercise it

Tp1am .9
1912 INAD <INAD> DN KD DNAN NN (1)

MYNI NN NNX T YN NHN) NX NYN
DN OIN ND D




I11. Sefer Shoftim:

10. Shoftim 19

(1)In those days there was no king in Israel
and a man from Mt Ephraim took a woman
as a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah...

(11)... And the youth said to his master, let
us turn to the Jebusite city and stay there.
(12) His master replied: we will not turn to a
non-Jewish city, let us continue to the
Jewish city of Givah...

(15) They turned to stay in Givah and went
to the town square but no one invited them
into their house to stay (16) An old man
came from the field who was also from Mt.
Efraim and now lives in Givah...

(21) He brought them to his home, fed their
donkeys, they washed their feet, ate and
drank (22) They were enjoying themselves
when the wicked people of the city
surrounded the house and pounded on the
door and told the old man to hand over the
man who was staying in his house so they
could rape him (23) The owner of the house
turned to them and said: my brothers, he is
my guest, do not do this evil thing (24) take
my daughter and my guest's concubine and
do with them what is good in your eyes but
to this man, do not do this evil deed (25)
The mob did not want to listen to him, so
the man threw his concubine out the door
and they raped her all night until morning...

(29) The man returns home, takes his
concubine and chops her into 12 pieces and
sends the pieces throughout the territory
of Israel (30) Everyone who saw this said
such a thing has never happened since Bnei
Israel left Egypt until today, let us put our
minds together and decide what to do...
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IV. Making a choice:

and death...

11. Dr. Yael Ziegler, “Ruth: From Alienation to Monarchy” (p. 57

..The story of Ruth is a story of loyalty, generosity, union, serenity, marriage, blessings,
and life. The narrative of Judges is one of division, selfishness, war, destruction, curses,
These two books remain separate because they are, in essence, two

opposing models of society. In the society depicted in

civil war...

Judges, there is no leadership and social interactions
begin to unravel: people are miserly and self-absorbed
and do not recognize one another. This society
invariably leads to chaos and disorder, culminating in a
In the society depicted in Ruth, Boaz assumes

purpose of the book of Ruth.

leadership and begins to build positive social
interactions: peace and harmony reign alongside

kindness, serenity, and compassion. This situation
foreshadows and anticipates monarchy and societal unity, and constitutes the very

Ending of Sefer Shoftim:

Ending of Megillat Rut:
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12. Sefer Shoftim, 21:
(25) In those days there was no king in
Israel; everyone did as they pleased.

T P19 M1 .13

DX TN TV VA DR TN NNnea (KD)
DX 210 W W AN TN 7AW (22) T2
N7

13. Megillat Rut, 4:

(21) Aminadav’s son was Boaz, and Boaz'’s
son was Oved (22) and Oved’s son was Ishai,
and Ishai’s son was David.

V. Lot’s choice: Coming full circle:

14. Breishit 13

(7) And there was quarreling between the
herders of Abram’s cattle and those of Lot’s
cattle.—The Canaanites and Perizzites were
then dwelling in the land.— (8) Abram said
to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you
and me, between my herders and yours, for
we are kin. (9) Is not the whole land before
you? Let us separate, if you go north, I will
go south; and if you go south, I will go
north?” (10) Lot looked about him and saw
how well watered was the whole plain of
the Jordan, all of it—this was before n' had
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destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—all the
way to Zoar, like the garden of 1, like the
land of Egypt. (11) So Lot chose for himself
the whole plain of the Jordan, and Lot
journeyed eastward. Thus they parted from
each other; (12) Abram remained in the land
of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of
the Plain, pitching his tents near Sodom.
(13) Now the inhabitants of Sodom were

very wicked sinners against '
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15. Breishit 19

(1) The two messengers arrived in Sodom in
the evening, as Lot was sitting in the gate
of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to
greet them and, bowing low with his face to
the ground, (2) he said, “Please, my lords,
turn aside to your servant’s house to spend
the night, and bathe your feet; then you
may be on your way early” But they said,
“No, we will spend the night in the square.
(3) But he urged them strongly, so they
turned his way and entered his house. He
prepared a feast for them and baked
unleavened bread, and they ate. (4) They
had not yet lain down, when the town
council [and] the militia of Sodom, young
and old, the whole assembly without
exception—gathered about the house. (5)
And they shouted to Lot and said to him,
“Where are the ones who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may
be intimate with them.” (6) So Lot went out
to them to the entrance, shut the door
behind him, (7) and said, “I beg you, my
friends, do not commit such a wrong. (8)
Look, I have two daughters who have not
known a man. Let me bring them out to
you, and you may do to them as you please,
but do not do anything to these men since
they have come under the shelter of my
roof”

(14) So Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law, who had married his
daughters, and said, “Up, get out of this
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place, for n' is about to destroy the city.
But he seemed to his sons-in-law as one
who jests. (15) As dawn broke, the
messengers urged Lot on, saying, “Up, take
your wife and your two remaining
daughters, lest you be swept away because
of the iniquity of the city” (16) Still he
delayed. So the agents seized his hand, and
the hands of his wife and his two
daughters—in G-d’s mercy on him—and
brought him out and left him outside the

city.

16. Megillat Rut, 1 X .M .16
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Where you die, I will die, and there I will be
buried. Thus and more may the LORD do to
me-if anything but death parts me from

”

you.

17. Dr. Yael Ziegler, “Ruth: From Alienation to Monarchy” (p. 70-73
In addition to the far-reaching ramifications that Ruth’s choice has for her own definition

and that of her descendents, Ruth'’s choice represents a historic correction, or tikkun, of
Lot’s fateful separation from Abraham...

Lot’s decision to separate from Abraham is described using the verb to separate (P-R-D):
“And each man separated (vayiparedu) from his brother” (Gen. 13:11). Ruth’s speech of
loyalty to Naomi concludes with the same word used to describe Lot and Abraham’s
separation. However, Ruth’s usage of the verb “to separate” (P-R-D) is part of an oath in
which she swears that only death will separate her from Naomi, from the path of
Abraham that she has so courageously chosen: “I swear by God that only death will
separate (yaphrid) between me and you” (1:17). In fact, Ruth’s speech refusing to abandon

Naomi despite her urgings should rightly have been uttered by Lot in response to
Avraham’s suggestion that they separate. By pronouncing the speech which Lot failed to

deliver, Ruth brings the narrative of Lot and Abraham’s separation full circle...

Ruth is not the only one who is faced with the choice of remaining in Moab or returning
to the path of Abraham. This is the very choice facing the people during the period of the

Judges. Will they continue on the path of Moab, a path that will surely lead to their




destruction or will they return to the ways of Abraham?

VI. A Closer Look at Beit Lechem: Real hesed, fake hesed. or somewhere in between?

18. Megillat Rut, 2:

(19) her mother-in-law asked her, “Where
did you glean today? Where did you work?
Blessed be he who took such generous
notice of you!” So she told her
mother-in-law whom she had worked with,

1

saying, “The name of the man with whom I
worked today is Boaz” (20) Naomi said to

her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of the
LORD, who has not failed in His kindness to
the living or to the dead! For,” Naomi
explained to her daughter-in-law, “the man
is related to us; he is one of our redeeming
kinsmen?” (21) Ruth the Moabite said, “He
even told me, ‘Stay close by my workers
until all my harvest is finished.” (22) And

“It is best, daughter, that you go out with
his girls, and not be annoyed in some other
field.” (23) So she stayed close to the
maidservants of Boaz, and gleaned until the
barley harvest and the wheat harvest were

finished. Then she stayed at home with her
mother-in-law.

Naomi answered her daughter-in-law Ruth,
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19. Megillat Rut, 3:
(1) Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her,

“Daughter, I must seek a home for you,
where you may be happy. (2) Now there is
our kinsman Boaz, whose girls you were
close to. He will be winnowing barley on
the threshing floor tonight. (3) So bathe,
anoint yourself, dress up, and go down to

the threshing floor. But do not disclose
yourself to the man until he has finished

eating and drinking. (4) When he lies down,

note the place where he lies down, and go
over and uncover his feet and lie down. He
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will tell you what you are to do.” (5) She
replied, “I will do everything you tell me.”

DANGER
AHEAD

20. Midrash Rut Rabbah, 5:6

Rabbi Yitzhak bar Maryon said: The verse
comes to teach you that if a person
performs a mitzva he should perform it
wholeheartedly, as had Reuben known that
the Holy One blessed be He was dictating
in his regard: “Reuben heard and he
rescued him from their hands” (Genesis
37:21), he would have taken him to his
father on his shoulder. Had Aaron known
that the Holy One blessed be He was
dictating in his regard: “Behold, he is
emerging to meet you” (Exodus 4:14), he
would have emerged to meet [Moses] with
drums and dancing. Had Boaz known that
the Holy One blessed be He was dictating

in his regard: “He handed her roasted grain,
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and she ate, was sated, and there was some

left over.” he would have fed her fattened
calves. Rabbi Kohen and Rabbi Yehoshua of
Sikhnin in the name of Rabbi Levi: In the
past, a person would perform a mitzva and
the prophet would write it. Now, when a
person performs a mitzva, who writes it?
Elijah writes it, and the messianic king, and
the Holy One blessed be He affixes a seal
for them. That is what is written: “Then
those who feared the Lord spoke one with
another, [and the Lord heeded, and heard,
and a book of remembrance was written
before Him]” (Malachi 3:16).
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