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‭Drisha Institute for Jewish Education‬
‭From Revelation to Realization: Matan Torah & Shavuot‬

‭Part #2: Breaking Down the Ten Commandments‬

‭I. The challenges with having Ten Commandments‬

‭1. Shemot 34:28‬
‮‬‭'‬‭forty‬‭daysה‬‭(28)‬‭And‬‭he‬‭was‬‭there‬‭with‬
‭and forty nights; he ate no bread and drank‬
‭no water; and he wrote down on the tablets‬
‭the terms of the covenant,‬‭the Ten‬
‭Commandments‬‭.‬

‬‮לד:כח‬‮שמות‬‮.‬‭1
רְבָּעִ֣ים רְבָּעִ֥ים יוֹם֙ וְאַ וַֽיְהִי־שָׁ֣ם עִם־ה' אַ ‬‮)כח( 
יִּכְתֹּ֣ב ‬‮לַ֔יְלָה לֶ֚חֶם לֹ֣א אָכַ֔ל וּמַ֖יִם לֹ֣א שָׁתָ֑ה וַ

בְּרִ֔ית ת דִּבְרֵ֣י הַ לֻּחֹ֗ת אֵ֚ רֶת‬‮עַל־הַ שֶׂ֖ דְּבָרִֽים‬‮עֲ ‬‮׃‬‮הַ

‬‮י:ד‬‮דברים‬‮.‬‭2
ת וֹן אֵ֚ רִאשׁ֗ לֻּחֹ֜ת כַּמִּכְתָּ֣ב הָ יִּכְתֹּ֨ב עַֽל־הַ ‬‮)ד( וַ

דְּבָרִ֔ים רֶת הַ ר דִּבֶּר֩ ה' אֲלֵיכֶ֥ם‬‮עֲשֶׂ֣ ‬‮בָּהָ֛ר‬‮אֲשֶׁ֣
נֵ֥ם ה' אֵלָֽי׃ יִּתְּ קָּהָ֑ל וַ י֣וֹם הַ שׁ בְּ אֵ֖ וֹךְ הָ תּ֥ ‬‮מִ

‭2. Devarim 10:4‬
‭(4) After inscribing on the tablets the same‬
‭text as on the first—‬‭the Ten‬
‮‬‭'‬‭addressed‬‭to‬‭youה‬‭Commandments‬‭that‬
‭on the mountain out of the fire on the day‬
‮‬‭'‬‭gave‬‭them‬‭to‬‭me.ה‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Assembly—‬

‭a.‬ ‭Are they commandments, words, utterances, principles…?‬

‬‮ד:יג‬‮דברים‬‮והקבלה,‬‮הכתב‬‮.‬‭3
‬‮שהן עשר‬‮…עכשיו שקראן דברות, להורות בא

‬‮שעשרת‬‮, כמו שהוא האמת‬‮דבורים כלליים
‬‮הדברות כוללים כמה פרטים ופרטי פרטים,

‬‮והם כלל כל התורה, וכל התרי"ג מצות
‬‮כלולות בהן…

‭3. HaKtav ve-Hakabbalah (R’ Yaakov‬
‭Mecklenberg), Devarim 4:13‬
‭… Now that they are called‬‭dibrot‬‭, to teach‬
‭that‬‭they are ten general‬‭diburim‬
‭(foundational principles)‬‭, just as it is true‬
‭that‬‭the ten‬‭dibrot‬‭include many details and‬
‭minutiae, and include the entire Torah, and‬
‭all 613 Mitzvot are included in it…‬

‭b.‬ ‭What is the status of the Ten Commandments?‬

‭4. Talmud Bavli, Berakhot 12a‬
‭The priests in the Temple‬‭read the Ten‬
‭Commandments‬‭,‬‭along with‬‭Shema‬‭,‬
‭VeHaya im Shamoa‬‭,‬‭VaYomer‬‭,‬‭Emet‬
‭v’Emunah‬‭,‬‭Avoda,‬‭and the priestly‬
‭benediction. Rav Yehuda said‬‭that‬‭Shmuel‬

‬‮יב.‬‮ברכות‬‮בבלי,‬‮תלמוד‬‮.‬‭4
דִּבְּרוֹת רֶת הַ ‬‮אִם‬‮״שְׁמַע״, ״וְהָיָה‬‮וְקוֹרִין עֲשֶׂ

‬‮שָׁמוֹעַ״, ״וַיֹּאמֶר״, ״אֱמֶת וְיַצִּיב״, וַעֲבוֹדָה,
‬‮וּבִרְכַּת כֹּהֲנִים.
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‭said:‬‭Even in the outlying areas,‬‭outside‬
‭the Temple,‬‭they sought to recite‬‭the Ten‬
‭Commandments‬‭in this manner‬‭every day,‬
‭but they had already abolished‬‭recitation‬
‭of the Ten Commandments‬‭due to the‬
‭grievance of the heretics‬‭.‬

‬‮אַף בִּגְבוּלִין‬‮אָמַר רַב יְהוּדָה אָמַר שְׁמוּאֵל:
פְּנֵי כְּבָר בִּטְּלוּם מִ לָּא שֶׁ שׁוּ לִקְרוֹת כֵּן, אֶ ‬‮בִּקְּ

מִּינִין. רְעוֹמֶת הַ ‬‮תַּ

‭5. Rashi, Berakhot 12a‬
‭Due to the grievance of the heretics -‬‭so‬
‭they shouldn’t say to the common people‬
‭that the rest of the Torah is untrue‬‭, and we‬
‭only read what was heard directly from G-d‬
‭at Sinai.‬

‬‮יב.‬‮ברכות‬‮רש״י,‬‮.‬‭5
‬‮שלא יאמרו לעמי‬‮מפני תרעומת המינין –

‬‮ותדעו שאין קורין‬‮הארץ אין שאר תורה אמת
‬‮אלא מה שאמר הקדוש ב"ה ושמעו מפיו

‬‮בסיני:

‭6. Responsa of the Rambam (R’ Moshe ben‬
‭Maimon), 265‬
‭And the answer is that the correct custom‬
‭is that of the Rabbi who passed away, which‬
‭was to sit (for the Ten Commandments).‬
‭And there are many correct proofs for this‬
‭that we don’t need to expand on.‬‭And it is‬
‭appropriate to prevent people from‬
‭standing in places where that is the‬
‭custom, because it will lead to a lessening‬
‭of belief, as it implies that there are‬
‭different levels in Torah, with some being‬
‭more elevated than others‬‭, and this is‬
‭terrible… And what one sage claimed, that‬
‭in Baghdad and neighboring cities, people‬
‭stand, this is not a proof in any way.‬‭Since if‬
‭you find a place where people are ill, we do‬
‭not have the healthy people become ill so‬
‭that we can all be equal, but we try to heal‬
‭all those who are sick.‬

‬‮רס״ג‬‮סימן‬‮הרמב"ם‬‮שו"ת‬‮.‬‭6
‬‮התשובה, זה אשר הנהיג הרב הנפטר נ"ע

‬‮, וראיותיו ראיות נכונות לפי‬‮לישב, הוא הראוי
‬‮וכך היה‬‮דיני אנשי העיון, ואין להוסיף עליהן.

‬‮ראוי לעשות בכל מקום שמנהגם לעמוד,
‬‮צריך למנעם, בגלל מה שמגיע בזה מן

‬‮ההפסד באמונה ומה שמדמים, שיש בתורה
‬‮, וזה רע‬‮מדרגות ומקצתה מעולה ממקצתה

‬‮עד מאד... ומה שטען החכם האחר, שבגדאד
‬‮ומקצת הערים עושות זאת, אין זה ראיה

‬‮לפי שאם נמצא אנשים חולים,‬‮בשום פנים,
‬‮לא נחליא הבריא מאנשיהם, כדי שיהיו

‬‮...‬‮שווים, אלא נשתדל לנתח כל חולה שנוכל

‭II. What are the different ways to divide the Ten Commandments?‬

‭a.‬ ‭5:5‬

‭7.                           Dibrot‬‭1-5‬
‬‮שמות כ

‭Dibrot‬‭6-10‬
‬‮שמות כ
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צָ֖͏ֽח׃ }ס{ רְ תִּֿ לֹ֥֖א  ‬‮)יג( 

‭(13) You shall not murder.‬

רֶץ יךָ אֲשֶׁ֧ר הוֹצֵאתִ֛יךָ מֵאֶ֥ לֹקֶ֑֔ כִ֖י֙ ה' אֱ ‬‮)ב( אָֽנֹ
בֵּ֣֥ית עֲבָדִ֑͏ֽים׃ ‬‮מִצְרַ֖יִם מִ

‮‬‭'‬‭am‬‭your‬‭God‬‭who‬‭brought‬‭you‬‭outה‬‭(2)‬‭I‬
‭of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage:‬

תִּֿנְאָ֑͏ֽף׃ }ס{ לֹ֣֖א  ‮‬

‭You shall not commit adultery.‬

נָֽ͏ַ֗י׃ )ד(  רִ֖֜ים עַל־פָּ קִ֥֨ים אֲחֵ לֹ יֶ֥͏ֽה־לְךָ֛֩ אֱ   ‬‮)ג( לֹֽ֣א־יִהְ
ר נָ֔֡ה אֲשֶׁ֤֣  ׀ וְכל־תְּמוּ סֶל֙ ךָ֥֣ פֶ֣֙ עֲשֶׂ֨ה־לְ ‬‮לֹֽ֣א־תַֽ

ר תָּ֑͏ַ֜חַת וַאֲשֶׁ֥ רֶץ מִ אָ֖֨ ר֩ בָּ וַֽאֲשֶׁ֥ עַל  מַּ֔֡  ׀ מִ יִם֙ ‬‮בַּשָּׁמַ֣֙
וֶ֥֣ה לָהֶ֖ם֮ תַּחֲ רֶץ׃ )ה( לֹֽא־תִשְׁ תַּ֥֣חַת לָאָֽ֗ יִם ׀ מִ ‬‮בַּמַּ֖֣
פֹּ֠קֵ֠ד יךָ֙ אֵ֣ל קַנָּ֔א  לֹקֶ֙ ‬‮וְלֹ֣א תעבְדֵ֑ם֒ כִּ֣י אָֽנֹכִ֞י ה' אֱ
ים וְעַל־רִבֵּעִ֖ים לֵּשִׁ֥ נִ֛ים עַל־שִׁ ‬‮עֲון אָבֹ֧ת עַל־בָּ
סֶד֙ לַאֲלָפִ֑֔ים לְאֹהֲבַ֖י חֶ֖֙ שֶׂה  עֹ֥֤  ‬‮לְשֹׂנְאָֽ֑י׃ )ו( וְ

י׃ }ס{ רֵ֥י מִצְותָֽ ‬‮וּלְשֹׁמְ

‭(3) You shall have no other gods besides‬
‭Me. (4) You shall not make for yourself a‬
‭sculptured image, or any likeness of what is‬
‭in the heavens above, or on the earth‬
‭below, or in the waters under the earth. (5)‬
‭You shall not bow down to them or serve‬
‮‬‭'‬‭am‬‭an‬‭impassionedה‬‭them.‬‭For‬‭I‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭God, visiting the guilt of the parents upon‬
‭the children, upon the third and upon the‬
‭fourth generations of those who reject Me.‬
‭(6) but showing kindness to the thousandth‬
‭generation of those who love Me and keep‬
‭My commandments.‬

נֹֽ֔ב׃ }ס{ גְ תִּֿ לֹ֣֖א  ‮‬

‭You shall not steal.‬

וְא כִּ֣י לֹ֤א לֹקֶ֖יךָ לַשָּׁ֑ ‬‮)ז( לֹ֥א תִשָּׂ֛א אֶת־שֵֽׁם־ה' אֱ
וְא׃ }פ{ וֹ לַשָּֽׁ ‬‮יְנַקֶּה֙ ה' אֵ֛ת אֲשֶׁר־יִשָּׂ֥א אֶת־שְׁמ֖

‭(7) You shall not swear falsely by the name‬
‮‬‭'‬‭will‬‭not‬‭clear‬‭one‬‭whoה‬‮‬‭';‬‭forה‬‭of‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭swears falsely by God’s name.‬

קֶר׃ }ס{ נֶ֥ה בְרֵעֲךָ֖ עֵ֥ד שָֽׁ ‬‮לֹֽא־תַעֲ

‭You shall not bear false witness against‬
‭your neighbor.‬

שֶׁת וֹ׃ )ט( שֵׁ֤֣ בָּ֖֜ת לְקַדְּשֽׁ֗ שַּׁ י֥֨וֹם הַ  זָכ֛וֹר֩ אֶת־ ‬‮)ח( 
י֨וֹם֙ ךָ֒׃ )י( וְ יתָ כּֿל־מְלַאכְתֶּֽ בֹ֔ד֮ וְעָשִׂ֖֣ עֲ ים֙ תַּֽ ‬‮יָמִ֣
יךָ לֹֽ֣א־תַעֲשֶׂ֣֨ה לֹקֶ֑֗ בָּ֖֣ת ׀ לַה' אֱ עִ֔֜י שַׁ שְּׁבִי ‬‮הַ

ךָ֤֨ וַאֲמָֽתְךָ֜֙ ךָ עַבְדְּ וּ֠בִתֶּ֗ תָּ֣ה ׀ וּבִנְךָ֣͏ֽ־ ‬‮כל־מְלָאכָ֜֡ה אַ
עָרֶֽ֔יךָ׃ )יא( כִּ֣י ר בִּשְׁ גֵרְךָ֖֙ אֲשֶׁ֥֣ ךָ וְ תֶּ֔֗ מְ ‬‮וּבְהֶ

רֶץ יִם וְאֶת־הָאָ֗ שָּׁמַ֣ שֶׁת־יָמִים֩ עָשָׂ֨ה ה' אֶת־הַ ‬‮שֵֽׁ
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שְּׁבִיעִ֑י יּ֣וֹם הַ יָּ֖נַח בַּ יָּם֙ וְאֶת־כּל־אֲשֶׁר־בָּ֔ם וַ  ‬‮אֶת־הַ
וַֽיְקַדְּשֵֽׁהוּ׃ }ס{ בָּ֖ת  שַּׁ י֥וֹם הַ ‬‮עַל־כֵּ֗ן בֵּרַ֧ךְ ה' אֶת־

‭(8) Remember the sabbath day and keep it‬
‭holy. (9) Six days you shall labor and do all‬
‭your work, (10) but the seventh day is a‬
‮‬‭':‬‭you‬‭shall‬‭not‬‭doה‬‭sabbath‬‭of‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭any work—you, your son or daughter, your‬
‭male or female slave, or your cattle, or the‬
‭stranger who is within your settlements.‬
‮‬‭'‬‭made‬‭heaven‬‭andה‬‭(11)‬‭For‬‭in‬‭six‬‭days‬
‭earth and sea—and all that is in them—and‬
‭then rested on the seventh day; therefore‬
‬‮‬‭'‬‭blessed‬‭the‬‭sabbath‬‭day‬‭and‬‭hallowed‬‭it.ה

ךָ }ס{ ‬‮)יד( לֹ֥א תַחְמֹ֖ד בֵּ֣ית רֵעֶ֑
ךָ וְעַבְדּ֤וֹ וַאֲמָתוֹ֙ וְשׁוֹר֣וֹ שֶׁת רֵעֶ֗ ‬‮לֹֽא־תַחְמֹ֞ד אֵ֣

ךָ׃ }פ{ ר לְרֵעֶֽ כֹ֖ל אֲשֶׁ֥ ‬‮וַחֲמֹר֔וֹ וְ

‭(14) You shall not covet your neighbor’s‬
‭house: you shall not covet your neighbor’s‬
‭wife, or male or female slave, or ox or ass,‬
‭or anything that is your neighbor’s.‬

וּן עַן֙ יַאֲרִכ֣ ךָ לְמַ֙ מֶּ֑ ‬‮)יב( כַּבֵּ֥ד אֶת־אָבִ֖יךָ וְאֶת־אִ
ן לָֽךְ׃ }ס{ לֹקֶ֖יךָ נֹתֵ֥ ל הָאֲדָמָ֔ה אֲשֶׁר־ה' אֱ יךָ עַ֚ ‬‮יָמֶ֔

‭(12) Honor your father and your mother,‬
‭that you may long endure on the land that‬
‮‬‭'‬‭is‬‭assigning‬‭to‬‭you.ה‬‭your‬‭God‬

‬‮כ:יג‬‮שמות‬‮אברבנאל‬‮.‬‭8
‬‮אמרו במכילתא כיצד נתנו עשרת הדברות חמש

‬‮כתיב אנכי ה' אלהיך‬‮על לוח זה וה' על לוח זה.
‬‮וכנגדו לא תרצח שכל מי ששופך דמים כאלו

‬‮ממעט את הדמות. כתיב לא יהיה לך וכנגדו לא
‬‮תנאף מגיד שכל מי שעובד עבודת אלילים מעלה

‬‮עליו כאלו מנאף אחר המקום כתי' לא תשא
‬‮וכנגדו כתיב לא תגנוב מגיד שכל מי שהוא גנב

‬‮שנא' הגנב רצח ונאף‬‮סופו לבוא אל שבועת שוא
‬‮כתיב זכור את יום‬‮וגו' וכתיב אלה וכחש וגו'.

‬‮השבת וכנגדו כתיב לא תענה ברעך עד שקר.
‬‮מגיד הכתוב שכל מי שהוא מחלל את השבת
‬‮מעיד לפני מי שאמר והיה העולם שלא נח

‬‮וכל מי ששומר את השבת מעיד בבריאת‬‮בשביעי
‬‮כתיב כבד את‬‮העולם שנאמר ואתם עדי נאם ה'.

‬‮אביך וכנגדו כתיב לא תחמוד מגיד שכל מי שהוא
‬‮חומד לסוף מוליד בן שהוא מקלל אביו ומכבד

‭8. Abarbanel, Shemot 20:13‬
‭They said in the Mekhilta (Mekhilta d'Rabbi‬
‭Yishmael 20:14) - How were the Ten‬
‭Commandments given? Five on one tablet‬
‭and five on the other.‬‭It is written, "I am the‬
‭Lord your God," and opposite it, "You shall‬
‭not murder" - since spilling blood is‬
‭tantamount to diminishing the likeness [of‬
‭God]‬‭.‬‭It is written, "There shall not be unto‬
‭you [any other gods]," and opposite it, "You‬
‭shall not commit adultery," saying that‬
‭anyone worshipping idolatry is tantamount‬
‭to adultery against the Omnipresent‬‭.‬‭It is‬
‭written, "You shall not take [the name of‬
‭the Lord your God in vain]," and opposite it,‬
‭"You shall not steal," saying that anyone‬
‭who steals - in the end - comes to swear in‬
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‬‮לכך נתנו עשרת הדברות ה' על‬‮למי שאינו אביו
‬‮לוח אחד וה' על לוח שני שנאמר את הדברים

‬‮האלה דבר ה' ויכתבם דברי ר' חנניא בן גמליאל.

‭vain‬‭, as it is written (Jeremiah 7:9), "Shall‬
‭one steal, murder, commit adultery, [swear‬
‭falsely]." And it is written (Hosea 4:2),‬
‭"swearing, lying, [murdering, stealing]."‬‭It is‬
‭written, "Remember the Sabbath day," and‬
‭opposite it, "You shall not testify falsely‬
‭against your fellow" - Scripture is saying‬
‭that anyone who desecrates the Sabbath‬
‭testifies before Him who spoke and‬
‭brought the world into being that He did‬
‭not rest on the seventh day‬‭; and anyone‬
‭who keeps the Sabbath thereby testifies‬
‭about [God's] creation of the world, as it is‬
‭written (Isaiah 43:10), "You are My‬
‭witnesses, says the Lord."‬‭It is written,‬
‭"Honor your father [and your mother]," and‬
‭opposite it, "You shall not covet," saying‬
‭that anyone who covets - in the end -‬
‭comes to beget a son who curses his father,‬
‭and honors one who is not his father‬‭. This‬
‭is why the Ten Commandments were given,‬
‭five on one tablet and five on the other, as‬
‭it is stated (Deuteronomy 5:19), "The Lord‬
‭spoke those words, etc. and He wrote them‬
‭[on two tablets of stone]." These are the‬
‭words of Rabbi Chanina ben Gamliel.‬

‭9. Ramban, Shemot 20:3‬
‭Thus, of the Ten Commandments, there are‬
‭five which refer to the glory of the Creator‬
‭and five are for the welfare of man‬‭, for [the‬
‭fifth commandment],‬‭Honor thy father‬‭, is‬
‭for the glory of G-d, since it is for the glory‬
‭of the Creator that He commanded that‬
‭one honor one’s father who is a partner in‬
‭the formation of the child.‬‭In some‬
‭commandments, He mentioned their‬
‭recompense, and in others He did not.‬
‭Thus, in the second commandment, He‬
‭mentioned‬‭a jealous G-d;‬‭in the third,‬‭for‬
‭the Eternal will not hold him guiltless;‬‭in the‬
‭fifth,‬‭that thy days may be long‬‭. But in the‬
‭others, He mentioned neither punishment‬
‭[for transgression], nor reward [for‬

‬‮כ:ג‬‮שמות‬‮רמב״ן‬‮.‬‭9
‬‮והנה עשרת הדברות חמשה בכבוד הבורא

‬‮וחמשה לטובת האדם, כי כבד את אביך כבוד
‬‮האל, כי לכבוד הבורא צוה לכבד האב

‬‮המשתתף ביצירה, ונשארו חמשה לאדם
‬‮והנה הזכיר בקצת הדברות‬‮בצרכו וטובתו:

‬‮גמולם, ובקצתם לא הזכיר, כי בדבור השני
‬‮אל קנא, בשלישי כי לא ינקה, בחמישי למען
‬‮יאריכון, ולא הזכיר באחרים עונש או שכר

‬‮כי החמשה דברים האחרונים טובת‬‮והיה זה,
‬‮האדם הם, והנה שכרו אתו ופעולתו לפניו.
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‭fulfillment].‬‭The reason for this is that the‬
‭last five commandments deal with the‬
‭welfare of man, and‬‭behold, His reward is‬
‭with Him, and His recompense before Him‬‭.‬

‭10. Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, Commentary on Shemot, 20:14‬
‭The demand for the recognition of G-d begins with a demand for the mind (belief in G-d,‬
‭do not commit idolatry) but it is not satisfied with mere spirit; it demands the expression‬
‭of this spirit in letter, in control of the word (do not take G-d's name in vain), of activities‬
‭(Shabbat) and of the family (honor parents). The social laws begin with a demand for‬
‭letter, for control of deed and words (murder, adultery, stealing, false witness), but are‬
‭not satisfied with letter only, and demand control of spirit and feeling (do not covet‬‭)...‬
‭This expresses the important idea: All 'religion,' also called 'honoring God in spirit,' is‬
‭worthless if the thought, the idea of God, is not strong enough to exercise its power‬
‭practically in the control of our words and doings of our family and social life… And on‬
‭the other hand, all social virtue is worthless and crumbles at the first test, as long as it…‬
‭is satisfied with being considered righteous and honest in the eyes of fellow men, but‬
‭refuses inner loyalty, does not depend on ... constant looking up to God.‬
‭All spirit must be developed into letter, into act… All acts must have their source in spirit.‬
‭That is the inspiration that hovers over these fundamental ideas of God's Torah and fuses‬
‭the two tablets, the 'religious' and the 'social,' into one inseparable whole.‬

‭11.‬ ‭Dibrot 1-5‬ ‭Dibrot‬‭6-10‬

‭Ideas‬‭- Belief in G-d, do not worship idols‬ ‭Action‬‭- Do not murder, adultery, steal‬

‭Words‬‭- Don’t take G-d’s name in vain‬ ‭Words‬‭- Do not testify falsely‬

‭Action‬‭- Shabbat, Honor parents‬ ‭Ideas‬‭- Do not covet‬

‭b.‬ ‭2:8‬

‬‮כד.‬‮מכות‬‮בבלי,‬‮תלמוד‬‮.‬‭12
וָּה לָנוּ ‬‮אָמַר רַב הַמְנוּנָא: מַאי קְרָא – ״תּוֹרָה צִ

יָּא רִ גִימַטְ שֶׁה מוֹרָשָׁה״, ״תּוֹרָה״ בְּ ‬‮מֹ
רֵי הָוֵי, יֶה‬‮שֵׁית מְאָה וְחַד סְ ‬‮״אָנֹכִי״ וְ״לֹא יִהְ

גְּבוּרָה שְׁמַעְנוּם. פִּי הַ ‬‮לְךָ״ – מִ

‭12. Talmud Bavli, Makkot, 24a‬
‭Rav Hamnuna said: What is the verse‬‭that‬
‭alludes to this? It is written:‬‭“Moses‬
‭commanded to us the Torah, an‬
‭inheritance‬‭of the congregation of Jacob”‬
‭(Deuteronomy 33:4). The word‬‭Torah, in‬
‭terms of‬‭its numerical value [‬‭gimatriyya‬‭],‬
‭is 611,‬‭the number of mitzvot that were‬
‭received and taught by Moses our teacher.‬
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‭In addition, there are two mitzvot:‬‭“I am‬
‭the Lord your God” and:‬‭“You shall have‬‭no‬
‭other gods” (Exodus 20:2, 3), the first two of‬
‭the Ten Commandments, that‬‭we heard‬
‭from the mouth of the Almighty,‬‭for a total‬
‭of 613.‬

‬‮כ‬‮שמות‬‮.‬‭13
לַּפִּידִ֗ם קּוֹלֹ֜ת וְאֶת־הַ ‬‮)טו( וְכל־הָעָם֩ רֹאִ֨ים אֶת־הַ

יַּ֤רְא הָעָם֙ ן וַ שֹּׁפָ֔ר וְאֶת־הָהָ֖ר עָשֵׁ֑ וֹל הַ ‬‮וְאֵת֙ ק֣
רָחֹֽק׃ )טז( ד֖וּ מֵֽ יַּֽעַמְ נֻ֔עוּ וַ יָּ יֹּֽאמְרוּ֙‬‮וַ שֶׁ֔ה‬‮וַ ‬‮אֶל־מֹ

תָּ֥ה עִמָּ֖נוּ וְנִשְׁמָ֑עָה וְאַל־יְדַבֵּ֥ר עִמָּ֛נוּ ‬‮דַּבֵּר־אַ
וּת׃ לֹקִ֖ים פֶּן־נָמֽ שֶׁ֣ה אֶל־הָעָם֮‬‮אֱ יֹּ֨אמֶר מֹ ‬‮)יז( וַ

וֹת אֶתְכֶ֔ם בָּ֖א וּ֒ כִּ֗י לְבַֽעֲבוּר֙ נַסּ֣ ‬‮אַל־תִּירָ֒א
וֹ עַל־פְּנֵיכֶ֖ם יֶ֧ה יִרְאָת֛  וּר תִּהְ לֹקִ֑ים וּבַעֲב֗ ‬‮הָאֱ

ה֙ שֶׁ רָחֹ֑ק וּמֹ ד הָעָ֖ם מֵ יַּעֲמֹ֥ י תֶחֱטָֽאוּ׃ )יח( וַ ‬‮לְבִלְתִּ֥
לֹקִֽים׃ }ס{ עֲרָפֶ֔ל אֲשֶׁר־שָׁ֖ם הָאֱ ‬‮נִגַּ֣שׁ אֶל־הָֽ

נֵ֣י שֶׁ֔ה כֹּ֥ה תֹאמַ֖ר אֶל־בְּ יֹּ֤אמֶר ה' אֶל־מֹ ‬‮)יט( וַ
בַּ֖רְתִּי יִם דִּ שָּׁמַ֔ י מִן־הַ תֶּ֣ם רְאִיתֶ֔ם כִּ֚ רָאֵ֑ל אַ ‬‮יִשְׂ

‬‮עִמָּכֶֽם׃

‭13. Shemot 20‬
‭(15) All the people witnessed the thunder‬
‭and lightning, the blare of the horn and the‬
‭mountain smoking; and when the people‬
‭saw it, they fell back and stood at a‬
‭distance. (16) “‬‭You speak to us,” they said to‬
‭Moses, “and we will obey; but let not God‬
‭speak to us, lest we die.”‬‭(17) Moses‬
‭answered the people, “Be not afraid; for‬
‭God has come only in order to test you, and‬
‭in order that the fear of God may be ever‬
‭with you, so that you do not go astray.” (18)‬
‭So the people remained at a distance, while‬
‭Moses approached the thick cloud where‬
‮‬‭'‬‭said‬‭to‬‭Moses:‬‭Thus‬‭shallה‬‭God‬‭was.‬‭(19)‬
‭you say to the Israelites: You yourselves‬
‭saw that I spoke to you from the very‬
‭heavens:‬

‭14. Rashi, Shemot 19:19‬
‭MOSES SPAKE — When Moses was‬
‭speaking and proclaiming the‬
‭Commandments to Israel —‬‭for they heard‬
‭from the Almighty’s mouth only the‬
‮‬‭andאנכי‬‭Commandments‬ ‬‮לך‬‮יהיה‬‮לא ‭,‬‭whilst‬
‭the others were promulgated by Moses‬‭—‬
‭then the Holy One, blessed be He, assisted‬
‭him by giving him strength so that his voice‬
‭might be powerful and so become audible‬
‭(Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:19:2)‬

‬‮יט:ט‬‮שמות‬‮רש״י‬‮.‬‭14
שְׁמִיעַ דַבֵּר וּמַ שֶׁה מְ ‬‮משה ידבר. כְּשֶׁהָיָה מֹ

רָאֵל – דִּבְּרוֹת לְיִשְׂ רֵי לֹא שָׁמְעוּ‬‮הַ הֲ פִּי‬‮שֶׁ ‬‮מִ
יֶה לְךָ לָּא אָנֹכִי וְלֹא יִהְ גְּבוּרָה אֶ בָּ"ה‬‮הַ קָּ ‬‮– וְהַ

גְבִּיר וְנִשְׁמָע יוֹת קוֹלוֹ מַ יְּעוֹ לָתֵת בּוֹ כֹחַ לִהְ  ‬‮מְסַ

‬‮יט:ט‬‮שמות‬‮.‬‭15
כִ֜י בָּ֣א אֵלֶ֘יךָ֮ נֵּ֨ה אָנֹ שֶׁ֗ה הִ יֹּ֨אמֶר ה' אֶל־מֹ ‬‮)ט( וַ
ךְ ן֒ בַּעֲב֞וּר יִשְׁמַ֤ע הָעָם֙ בְּדַבְּרִ֣י עִמָּ֔ עָנָ ‬‮בְּעַ֣ב הֶֽ

‭15. Shemot 19:9‬
‮‬‭'‬‭said‬‭to‬‭Moses,‬‭“I‬‭will‬‭come‬‭to‬‭youה‬‭(9)‬‭And‬
‭in a thick cloud, in order that the people‬
‭may hear when I speak with you and so‬
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ינוּ לְעוֹלָ֑ם גַם־בְּךָ֖ יַאֲמִ֣ שֶׁ֛ה אֶת־דִּבְרֵ֥י‬‮וְ יַּגֵּ֥ד מֹ ‬‮וַ
‬‮הָעָ֖ם אֶל־ה'׃

‭trust you ever after.”‬‭Then Moses reported‬
‮‬‭',ה‬‭the‬‭people’s‬‭words‬‭to‬

‬‮יט:ט‬‮שמות‬‮רש״י‬‮.‬‭16
זֶה; שׁוּבָה עַל דָּבָר  ‬‮את דברי העם וגו'. תְּ

ךָ‬‮שָׁמַעְתִּי מֵהֶם מְּ רְצוֹנָם לִשְׁמֹעַ מִ ‬‮דּוֹמֶה‬‮, אֵינוֹ‬‮שֶׁ
לֶךְ, מֶּ פִּי הַ פִּי שָׁלִיחַ לַשּׁוֹמֵעַ מִ שּׁוֹמֵעַ מִ ‬‮רְצוֹנֵנוּ‬‮הַ

‬‮)מכילתא(:‬‮לִרְאוֹת אֶת מַלְכֵּנוּ

‭16. Rashi, Shemot 19:9‬
‭THE WORDS OF THE PEOPLE etc. — He‬
‭said to God: “I have heard from them a‬
‭reply to this statement —‬‭that their desire‬
‭is to hear the commandments from You‬
‭and not from me‬‭. One who hears from the‬
‭mouth of a messenger is not the same (in‬
‭the same position) as one who hears‬
‭directly from the mouth of the King‬
‭himself.‬‭It is our wish to see our King‬‭(cf.‬
‭Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:9:2).‬

‭17. Rav Alex Israel, Yeshivat Har Etzion, “‬‭The Structure of the Ten Commandments‬‭”:‬
‭…‬‭The revelation at Sinai is THE encounter with God‬‭.‬‭It is there that we begin a covenant‬
‭which has lasted to this day.‬‭It would make sense‬‭if that covenant were a true reflection‬
‭of the realities of faith. In our relationships with God we experience something of a‬
‭dialectic between the love and fear of God. At times we experience a fear, an‬
‭apprehension about religion, and we run away, only to look back from a distance. At‬
‭times we are attracted to God and all that is holy‬‭.‬‭We wish only to bask in the light of the‬
‭Divine and connect with His path.‬

‭This existential reality is also the story of the Revelation at Sinai. On one hand, there is a‬
‭barrier to retain the excited crowds, there are demands to "see" God, to experience Him‬
‭in a direct way. And then, there is the fright of His enormous power‬‭.‬

‭Which way will we accept Torah? That is up to us. Will we relate to God in the first‬
‭person or in the third person? Both options are possible - up close and at a distance.‬
‭Maybe for us, in our lives, we have to aim at combining both sides - keeping both the‬
‭magnitude of God in mind, while at the same time, wanting to gain a closeness to Him‬‭.‬

‭c.‬ ‭Shemot vs Devarim‬

‭18.‬ ‭Shemot 20‬ ‭Devarim 5‬

‭Shabbat‬ זָכ֛וֹר֩‬‮)ח( בָּ֖֜ת‬‮ שַּׁ י֥֨וֹם הַ  ‬‮אֶת־
בֹ֔ד֮ עֲ ים֙ תַּֽ שֶׁת יָמִ֣ וֹ׃ )ט( שֵׁ֤֣ ‬‮לְקַדְּשֽׁ֗
י֨וֹם֙ ךָ֒׃ )י( וְ יתָ כּֿל־מְלַאכְתֶּֽ ‬‮וְעָשִׂ֖֣
יךָ לֹקֶ֑֗ בָּ֖֣ת ׀ לַה' אֱ עִ֔֜י שַׁ שְּׁבִי ‬‮הַ

תָּ֣ה ׀ ‬‮לֹֽ֣א־תַעֲשֶׂ֣֨ה כל־מְלָאכָ֜֡ה אַ

וֹר‬‮יב(‬‮) בָּ֖֨ת‬‮שָׁמ֛֣ שַּׁ י֥וֹם֩ הַ ‬‮אֶת־
יךָ׃ לֹקֶֽ֗ וְּךָ֖֣ ׀ ה' אֱ ר צִ וֹ כַּאֲשֶׁ֥ שׁ֑֜ ‬‮לְקַדְּ
יתָ בֹ֔ד֮ וְעָשִׂ֖֣ עֲ ים֙ תַּֽ שֶׁת יָמִ֣ ‬‮)יג( שֵׁ֤֣

י֨וֹם֙ ךָ֒׃ )יד( וְ ‬‮כּֿל־מְלַאכְתֶּֽ
יךָ לֹ֣א לֹקֶ֑֗ בָּ֖֣ת ׀ לַה' אֱ עִ֔֜י שַׁ שְּׁבִי ‬‮הַ

https://etzion.org.il/en/holidays/shavuot/structure-ten-commandments
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ךָ֤֨ וַאֲמָֽתְךָ֜֙ ךָ עַבְדְּ וּ֠בִתֶּ֗ ‬‮וּבִנְךָ֣͏ֽ־
עָרֶֽ֔יךָ׃ ר בִּשְׁ גֵרְךָ֖֙ אֲשֶׁ֥֣ ךָ וְ תֶּ֔֗ מְ ‬‮וּבְהֶ

שֶׁת־יָמִים֩ עָשָׂ֨ה ה'‬‮)יא( ‬‮כִּ֣י שֵֽׁ
רֶץ יִם וְאֶת־הָאָ֗ שָּׁמַ֣ ‬‮אֶת־הַ

יָּם֙ וְאֶת־כּל־אֲשֶׁר־בָּ֔ם  ‬‮אֶת־הַ
שְּׁבִיעִ֑י יּ֣וֹם הַ יָּ֖נַח בַּ ‬‮בֵּרַ֧ךְ‬‮עַל־כֵּ֗ן‬‮וַ

וַֽיְקַדְּשֵֽׁהוּ׃ בָּ֖ת  שַּׁ י֥וֹם הַ ‬‮ה' אֶת־
‬‮}ס{

‭(8)‬‭Remember‬‭the sabbath‬
‭day and keep it holy. (9) Six‬
‭days you shall labor and do‬
‭all your work, (10) but the‬
‭seventh day is a sabbath of‬
‮‬‭':‬‭you‬‭shall‬‭notה‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭do any work—you, your son‬
‭or daughter, your male or‬
‭female slave, or your cattle,‬
‭or the stranger who is‬
‭within your settlements. (11)‬
‮‬‭'‬‭madeה‬‭F‬‭or‬‭in‬‭six‬‭days‬
‭heaven and earth and‬
‭sea—and all that is in‬
‭them—and then rested on‬
‭the seventh day;‬‭therefore‬
‬‮‬‭'‬‭blessed‬‭the‬‭sabbath‬‭dayה
‭and hallowed it.‬

תָּ֣ה ‬‮תַעֲשֶׂ֣ה כל־מְלָאכָ֡ה אַ
ךָ וַ֠אֲמָתֶ֠ ךָ וְעַבְדְּךָֽ־ ‬‮וּבִנְךָֽ־וּבִתֶּ֣
ךָ תֶּ֗ מְ רְךָ֜ וְכל־בְּהֶ ‬‮וְשׁוֹרְךָ֨ וַחֲמֹֽ

נ֛וּחַ עַן יָ עָרֶ֔יךָ לְמַ֗ ר בִּשְׁ גֵֽרְךָ֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ‬‮וְ
וֹךָ׃ )טו( ‬‮עַבְדְּךָ֥ וַאֲמָתְךָ֖ כָּמֽ֑

רֶץ  ׀ בְּאֶ֣ יִ֣֙יתָ֙ תָּ֗֞ כִּ֣י־עֶ֤֥בֶד הָ זָכַרְ ‬‮וְ
ם֙ שָּׁ֔ יךָ֙ מִ לֹקֶ֤֙ ‬‮מִצְרַ֔֗יִם וַיֹּצִ֨אֲךָ֜֩ ה' אֱ

יָ֑֔ה זְרֹ֣עַ נְטוּ זָקָ֖ה֙ וּבִ  יָ֥֤ד חֲ ‬‮עַל־כֵּ֗ן‬‮בְּ
י֥וֹם וֹת אֶת־ יךָ לַעֲשׂ֖ לֹקֶ֔ וְּךָ֙ ה' אֱ ‬‮צִ

בָּֽת שַּׁ ‬‮׃‬‮הַ

‭(12)‬‭Observe‬‭the sabbath day‬
‭and keep it holy, as your‬
‮‬‭'‬‭has‬‭commanded‬‭you.ה‬‭God‬
‭(13) Six days you shall labor‬
‭and do all your work, (14)‬
‭but the seventh day is a‬
‮‬‭';‬‭youה‬‭sabbath‬‭of‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭shall not do any work—you,‬
‭your son or your daughter,‬
‭your male or female slave,‬
‭your ox or your ass, or any‬
‭of your cattle, or the‬
‭stranger in your‬
‭settlements, so that your‬
‭male and female slave may‬
‭rest as you do. (15)‬
‭Remember that you were a‬
‭slave in the land of Egypt‬
‮‬‭'‬‭freed‬‭youה‬‭and‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭from there with a mighty‬
‭hand and an outstretched‬
‮‬‭'ה‬‭arm‬‭;‬‭therefore‬‭your‬‭God‬
‭has commanded you to‬
‭observe the sabbath day‬‭.‬

‭Do not covet‬ ךָ‬‮)יד( ‬‮}ס{‬‮לֹ֥א תַחְמֹ֖ד בֵּ֣ית רֵעֶ֑
ךָ שֶׁת רֵעֶ֗ ‬‮וְעַבְדּ֤וֹ‬‮לֹֽא־תַחְמֹ֞ד אֵ֣

ר כֹ֖ל אֲשֶׁ֥ ‬‮וַאֲמָתוֹ֙ וְשׁוֹר֣וֹ וַחֲמֹר֔וֹ וְ
ךָ׃ }פ{ ‬‮לְרֵעֶֽ

‭(14)‬‭You shall not covet your‬
‭neighbor’s house: you shall‬

ךָ‬‮)יח( שֶׁת רֵעֶ֑ ‬‮וְלֹ֥א תַחְמֹ֖ד אֵ֣
ךָ‬‮}ס{ וֶּ֜ה בֵּ֣ית רֵעֶ֗  ‬‮וְלֹ֨א תִתְאַ

דֵ֜הוּ וְעַבְדּ֤וֹ וַאֲמָתוֹ֙ שׁוֹר֣וֹ ‬‮שָׂ
ךָ׃ }ס{ ר לְרֵעֶֽ כֹ֖ל אֲשֶׁ֥ ‬‮וַחֲמֹר֔וֹ וְ

‭(18)‬‭You shall not covet your‬
‭neighbor’s wife‬‭. Likewise,‬
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‭not covet your neighbor’s‬
‭wife‬‭, or male or female‬
‭slave, or ox or ass, or‬
‭anything that is your‬
‭neighbor’s.‬

‭none of you shall crave your‬
‭neighbor’s house‬‭, or field,‬
‭or male or female slave, or‬
‭ox, or ass, or anything that‬
‭is your neighbor’s.‬

‭19.‬ ‭Shemot 20‬ ‭Devarim 5‬

‭Shabbat‬ ‬‮‬‭Keep-‬‮שמור

‭Focus on creation‬

‭G-d sanctifies Shabbat‬

‬‮‬‭Remember-‬‮זכור

‭Focus on being freed from‬
‭Egyptian slavery‬

‭G-d commands the people‬
‮‬‭-לעשות‬‭to‬‭observe‬‭-‬
‭Shabbat‬

‭Do not covet‬ ‭House before wife‬ ‭Wife before house‬

‭Adds in field‬

‭Possibly dealing with 2‬
‭separate prohibitions‬
‬‮‬‭)תתאוה‬‮‬‭andתחמוד‬‭(

‭Different times: Midbar vs Eretz Israel‬

‭20. Be’er Miriam, Yeshivat Har Etzion, Shavuot, p. 148‬
‭It seems that the reason for this change is rooted in the difference between the state of‬
‭the nation when they were at the foot of Har Sinai to where they were on the eve of‬
‭entering the land of Israel.‬‭When Am Israel experienced‬‭Har Sinai, they couldn’t fathom‬
‭the reality of farmers working their own land. They were wandering tribes in a barren‬
‭desert. None of them had workers or even animals with which to work the land.‬‭It would‬
‭have been difficult for them to appreciate and internalize the social reason for keeping‬
‭Shabbat‬‭, to understand how Shabbat tests farmers who‬‭have to be willing to lose a day of‬
‭work so that their workers can rest. A‬‭t this point,‬‭it was easier for Am Israel to identify‬
‭with the religious element of Shabbat, add how its holiness is rooted in the fact that G-d‬
‭rested on this day.‬‭”‬
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‬‮שמות כג
שְּׁבִיעִ֖י יּ֥וֹם הַ יךָ וּבַ שֶׁת יָמִים֙ תַּעֲשֶׂ֣ה מַעֲשֶׂ֔ ‬‮)יב( שֵׁ֤

בֹּ֑ת שְׁ רֶ֔ךָ‬‮תִּ וֹרְךָ֙ וַחֲמֹ נ֗וּחַ שֽׁ עַן יָ שׁ‬‮לְמַ֣ ‬‮וְיִנָּפֵ֥
גֵּֽר׃ ‬‮בֶּן־אֲמָתְךָ֖ וְהַ

‭21. Shemot 23‬
‭(12) Six days you shall do your work, but on‬
‭the seventh day you shall cease from labor,‬
‭in order that your ox and your ass may rest,‬
‭and that your home-born slave and the‬
‭stranger may be refreshed‬‭.‬

‭22. Dr. Mordechai Sabato,‬‭“Differences between the First and Second appearances of‬
‭the Ten Commandments”‬‭, Michlelet Herzog:‬

‭I maintain that‬‭the text in Shemot is constructed in the form of the general and the‬
‭particular‬‭… The word "house" here does not mean to refer just to the physical dwelling,‬
‭but rather is‬‭an abstract term including all that belongs to one's neighbor‬‭…‬

‭In Sefer Devarim, on the other hand, Moshe divides the commandment into two levels,‬
‭drawing a distinction between coveting one's neighbor's wife and having a desire for‬
‭one's neighbor's property. Here the word "house" is mentioned in its simplest sense – a‬
‭dwelling place.‬‭Moshe thereby seeks to make clear that the severity of coveting someone‬
‭else's wife is immeasurably greater than the severity of coveting property. Property, once‬
‭taken, may be returned, but the coveting of someone's wife damages the delicate fibers‬
‭that connect a person's soul to the woman who shares his life, and undermines the family‬
‭unit irreparably‬‭….‬

‭Different aspects: Divine luchot vs Human luchot‬

‭23. Be’er Miriam, Yeshivat Har Etzion, Shavuot, p. 148‬
‭…There is a fundamental difference between the first and second‬‭luchot‬‭.‬‭After the sin of‬
‭the golden calf,‬‭Am Israel‬‭switched to being active partners with G-d. The second‬‭luchot‬
‭come from the human perspective, and not from the perspective of G-d‬‭. This vantage‬
‭point focuses on the subjective relationship between people and their property, and‬
‭therefore one’s wife would be a separate category and not included in the prohibition of‬
‭coveting a field, slave, or ox‬‭. However, the first‬‭luchot‬‭, which were written by G-d in black‬
‭fire on white fire, and not in partnership with Am Israel, come from G-d’s perspective.‬
‭Here, there is special status for one’s‬‭nachala,‬‭inheritance, that will pass on to one’s‬
‭descendents and stay in his name‬‭…‬

https://www.hatanakh.com/en/articles/differences-between-first-and-second-appearances-ten-commandments
https://www.hatanakh.com/en/articles/differences-between-first-and-second-appearances-ten-commandments

