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I Left Here Full and Have Returned Empty : Loss and Recovery in the Book of

Ruth
Class 3

1. Ruth chapter 3

1. Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her,
“Daughter, I am seeking a resting place for you
that will be good for you.

2. Now there is our kinsman Boaz, whose girls
you were with. He will be winnowing barley on
the threshing floor tonight.

3. So bathe, anoint yourself, dress up, and go
down to the threshing floor. But do not disclose
yourself to the man until he has finished eating
and drinking.

4. When he lies down, note the place where he
lies down, and go over and uncover his feet and
lie down. He will tell you what you are to do.”

5. She replied, “I will do everything you tell me.”
6. She went down to the threshing floor and did
just as her mother-in-law had instructed her.

7. Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was happy.
went to lie downHe went to lie down beside the
grainpile. Then she went over stealthily and
uncovered his feet and lay down.

8. In the middle of the night, the man gave a start
and pulled back—there was a woman lying at his
feet!

9. “Who are you?” he asked. And she replied, “I
am your handmaid Ruth. Spread your cloak over
your handmaid, for you are a redeeming
kinsman.”

10. He said, “Blessed are you before God,
daughter! Your latest act of kindness is greater
than the first, in that you have not turned to
younger men, whether poor or rich.

11. And now, daughter, have no fear. I will do in
your behalf whatever you ask, for all the elders of
my town™ know what a fine woman you are.

12. And now while it is true | am a redeeming
kinsman, there is another redeemer closer than I.
13. Stay for the night. Then in the morning, if he
will act as a redeemer, good! let him redeem. But
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if he does not want to act as redeemer for you, |
will do so myself, as God lives! Lie down until
morning.”

14. So she lay at his feet until dawn. She rose
before one person could distinguish another, for
he thought, “Let it not be known that the woman
came to the threshing floor.”

15. And he said, “Hold out the shawl you are
wearing.” She held it while he measured out six
measures of barley, and he placed it upon her.
16. When she got back to the town, she came to
her mother-in-law, who asked, “How is it with
you, daughter?” She told her all that the man had
done for her;

17. [Ruth] said, “He gave me these six measures
of barley, saying to me, ‘Do not go back to your
mother-in-law empty-handed.’”

18. Naomi said, “Stay here, daughter, till you
learn how the matter turns out. For the man will
not rest, but will settle the matter today.”
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2. Devarim 23:4-5

No Ammonite or Moavite shall be admitted into the
congregation of God; no descendants of such, even in
the tenth generation, shall ever be admitted into the
congregation of God,

because they did not meet you with food and water on
your journey after you left Egypt, and because they
hired Bilaam son of Beor, from Pethor of
Aram-naharaim, to curse you.
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3. Talmud Bavli Yevamot 76b

Doeg the Edomite then said to [King Saul], ‘Instead of
inquiring whether he is fit to be king or not, inquire
rather whether he is permitted to enter the assembly or
not’! “What is the reason’? ‘Because he is descended
from Ruth the Moavitess’. Avner said ‘We learned: An
Ammonite, but not an Ammonitess; A Moavite, but not
a Moavitess! . . .

[Doeg asked] ‘Does then Egyptian exclude the
Egyptian woman’? ‘Here it is different, since the
reason for the Scriptural text is explicitly stated:
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Because they did not come out to greet you with bread
and with water; it is customary for a man to meet
[wayfarers]; It is not, however, customary for a woman
to meet [them]’.

[Doeg replied] ‘The men should have met the men and
the women the women!’

[Avner] remained silent, Thereupon. the King
said.’*Ask about whose son the lad elem is’. Elsewhere
he calls him youth; and here he calls him, lad! It is this
that he implied, ‘You have overlooked a halachah,” go
and inquire at the academy!” On inquiry, he was told:
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An Ammonite, but not an Ammonitess; A Moavite, but

not a Moavitess.
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4. Ruth Chapter 4
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1. Meanwhile, Boaz had gone to the gate and sat
down there. And now the redeemer whom Boaz
had mentioned passed by. He called, “Come over
and sit down here, So-and-so!” And he came over
and sat down.

2. Then [Boaz] took ten elders of the town and
said, “Be seated here”’; and they sat down.

3. He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, now returned
from the country of Moav, must sell the piece of
land which belonged to our kinsman Elimelech.

4. 1 thought I should disclose the matter to you and
say: Acquire it in the presence of those seated here
and in the presence of the elders of my people. If
you are willing to redeem it, redeem! But if you
will not redeem, tell me, that I may know. For there
is no one to redeem but you, and I come after you.”
“I am willing to redeem it,” he replied.

5. Boaz said, “When you acquire the property from
Naomi and from Ruth the Moavite, you must also
acquire the wife of the deceased,™ so as to
perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his
estate.”

6. The redeemer replied, “Then I cannot redeem it
for myself, lest [ impair my own estate. You take
over my right of redemption, for I am unable to
exercise it.”

7. Now this was formerly done in Israel in cases of
redemption or exchange: to validate any
transaction, one man would take off his sandal and
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hand it to the other. Such was the practice in Israel.
8. So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Acquire for
yourself,” he drew off his sandal.

9. Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the
people, “You are witnesses today that [ am
acquiring from Naomi all that belonged to
Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and
Machlon.

10. I am also acquiring Ruth the Moavite, the wife
of Machlon, as my wife, so as to perpetuate the
name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name
of the deceased may not disappear from among his
kinsmen and from the gate of his home town. You
are witnesses today.”

11. All the people at the gate and the elders
answered, “We are. May God make the woman
who is coming into your house like Rachel and
Leah, both of whom built up the House of Israel!
Prosper in Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in
Bethlehem!

12. And may your house be like the house of Perez
whom Tamar bore to Yehudah—through the
offspring which the God will give you by this
young woman.”

13. Boaz married Ruth; she became his wife, and
he cohabited with her. God let her conceive, and
she bore a son.

14. And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be
God, who has not withheld a redeemer from you
today! May his name be perpetuated in Israel!

15. He will renew your life and sustain your old
age; for he is born of your daughter-in-law, who
loves you and is better to you than seven sons.”

16. Naomi took the child and held it to her bosom.
She became his caregiver.

17. The neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A son
is born to Naomi!” They named him Oved; he was
the father of Jesse, father of David.

18. This is the line of Perez: Perez begat Hezron,
19. Hezron begot Ram, Ram begat Amminadav,
20. Amminadav begat Nachshon, Nachshon begat
Salmon 21. Salmon begat Boaz, Boaz begat Oved,
22. Oved begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.




