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I Left Here Full and Have Returned Empty : Loss and Recovery in the Book of Ruth
Chapter 2
1. Ruth chapter 2

1. Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s
side, a man of substance, of the family of
Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.

2. Ruth the Moavite said to Naomi, “I would like
to go to the fields and glean among the ears of
grain, behind someone who may show me
kindness.” “Yes, daughter, go,” she replied;

3. She went and came and gleaned in a field,
behind the reapers; it happened that it was the
piece of land belonging to Boaz, who was of
Elimelech’s family.

4. Presently Boaz arrived from Bethlehem. He
greeted the reapers, “God be with you!” And they
responded, “God bless you!”

5. Boaz said to the servant who was in charge of
the reapers, “Whose damsel is that?”

6. The servant in charge of the reapers replied,
“She is a Moavite girl who came back with Naomi
from the country of Moav.

7. She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among
the sheaves behind the reapers.” She has been on
her feet ever since she came this morning. She has
rested but little in the hut.”

8. Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen to me, daughter.
Don’t go to glean in another field. Don’t go
elsewhere, but stay here close to my girls.

9. Keep your eyes on the field they are reaping,
and follow them. I have ordered the men not to
molest you. And when you are thirsty, go to the
jars and drink some of [the water] that the men
have drawn.”

10. She prostrated herself with her face to the
ground, and said to him, “Why are you so kind as
to single me out, when I am a foreigner?”

11. Boaz answered, “I have been told of all that
you did for your mother-in-law after the death of
your husband, how you left your father and mother
and the land of your birth and came to a people
you had not known before.

12. May God reward your deeds. May you have a
full recompense from God, the God of Israel, under
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whose wings you have sought refuge!”

13. She answered, “May I find favor in your eyes
sir, for you have comforted me and spoken to the
heart of your maidservant—though I am not one of
your maidservants.”

14. At mealtime, Boaz said to her, “Come over
here and partake of the meal, and dip your morsel
in the vinegar.” So she sat down beside the reapers.
He handed her roasted grain, and she ate her fill
and had some left over.

15. When she got up again to glean, Boaz gave
orders to his workers, “You are not only to let her
glean among the sheaves, and do not shame her

16. And also, pull some [stalks] out of the heaps
and leave them for her to glean, and not scold her.”
17. She gleaned in the field until evening. Then she
beat out what she had gleaned—it was about an
ephah of barley—

18. [Ruth] carried it back with her to the town.
When her mother-in-law saw what she had
gleaned, and when she also took out and gave her
what she had left over after eating her fill,

19. Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you
glean today? Where did you work? Blessed be he
who took such generous notice of you!” She told
her mother-in-law whom she had worked with,
saying, “The name of the man with whom I
worked today is Boaz.”

20. Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be
he of God, who has not failed in God’s kindness to
the living or to the dead!” Naomi said to her
daughter-in-law, “the man is related to us; he is one
of our redeeming kinsmen.”

21. Ruth the Moavite said, “He even told me, ‘Stay
close by my workers until all my harvest is
finished.””

22. And Naomi answered her daughter-in-law
Ruth, “It is best, daughter, that you go out with his
girls, and not be molested in some other field.”

23. So she stayed close to the maidservants of
Boaz, and gleaned until the barley harvest and the
wheat harvest were finished. Then she stayed at
home with her mother-in-law.
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2. Mishnah Berachot 9:5

And they established that a person should
greet his/her friend using God’s name, as it
is said (Ruth 2:4), And he said to the reapers
God be with you and they said, May God
bless you.
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3. Ruth Rabbah 5.6

R. Yitzchak bar Maryon said, the text comes to
teach us that if a person does a mitzvah, s/he
should do it with a full heart. Because if Reuven
had known that God would write about him,
(Genesis 37:21) And Reuven heard and saved him
from their hands, he would have brought him back
to his father on his shoulders. And if Aharon had
known that had known that God would write
about him, (Exodus 4:14) And [Aharon] is coming
out to greet you and he will see you and rejoice in
his heart, with tambourines and dances he would
have gone out to greet him. And if Boaz had
known that God would write about him, (Ruth
2:14) And he measured for he some toasted grain
and she ate and was sated and had some left over,
he would have fed her fatted calves.

R. Cohen and R. Yehoshua of Sikhnin taught: in
the past a person would do a mitzvah and the
prophet would write it, and now when a person
does a mitzvah, who writes it? Elijah writes it and
the messiah king and God place their seal upon it,
as it is said (Malachi 3:16) And then those who
feared God spoke one to another and God listened
and heard and wrote in the book of memories. . .
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