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I Left Here Full and Have Returned Empty : Loss and Recovery in the Book of Ruth

Class 1
1. Ruth chapter 1
X 279 M1 | 1.In the days when the judges ruled, there was a
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famine in the land; and a man went out from
Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two sons,
went to reside in the country of Moav.

2. The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name
was Naomi, and his two sons were named Machlon
and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah.
They came to the country of Moav and remained
there.

3. Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was
left with her two sons.

4. They married Moavite women, one named Orpah
and the other Ruth, and they lived there about ten
years.

5. Then those two—Machlon and Chilion—also
died; so the woman was left without her two sons
and without her husband.

6. She started out with her daughters-in-law to
return from the country of Moav; for in the country
of Moav she had heard that God had taken note of
God’s people and given them food.

7. She left the place where she had been living, her
two daughters-in-law along with her; and they set
out on the road back to the land of Judah.

8. Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Turn
back, each of you to her mother’s house. May God
do mercy with you, as you did with the dead ones
and with me!

9. May God grant that each of you find security in
the house of a husband!” And she kissed them
farewell. They broke into weeping

10. They said to her, “No, we will return with you
to your people.”

11. Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters! Why
should you go with me? Have I any more sons in
my body who might be husbands for you?

12. Turn back, my daughters, for I am too old to be
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married. Even if I thought there was hope for me,
even if [ were married tonight and I also bore sons
13. Would you wait for those sons to grow up?
Would you on their account debar yourselves from
marriage? Oh no, my daughters! I am the more
bitter of you, for the hand of God has struck out
against me.”

14.They broke into weeping again, and Orpah
kissed her mother-in-law farewell. But Ruth clung
to her.

15. [Naomi] said, “See, your sister-in-law has
returned to her people and her gods. Go follow your
sister-in-law.”

16. Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you, to
turn back and not follow you. For wherever you go,
I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God my God.
17. Where you die, [ will die, and there I will be
buried. Thus and more may God do to me™ if
anything but death parts me from you.”

18. [Naomi] saw that [Ruth] was determined to go
with her, she stopped speaking with her;

19. The two went on until they reached Bethlehem.
When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city
was agog and said, “Is this Naomi?”

20. She said,“Do not call me Naomi. Call me Mara,
for God has made my lot very bitter.

21. I went away full, and God has brought me back
empty. How can you call me Naomi, when God has
dealt harshly with® me, when God has brought
misfortune upon me!”

22. Naomi returned from the country of Moav; she
returned with her daughter-in-law Ruth the
Moavite. They arrived in Bethlehem at the
beginning of the barley harvest.




2. Rut Rabbah 1:4

Why was Elimelech punished? Because he caused the
hearts of Israel to fall. [It can be compared to] a wealthy
man living in a province and the citizens relied on him,
thinking, if the years of drought come, [this wealthy man]
can sustain the province for ten years. When the years of
drought came, [the wealthy man’s] maid went out among
the shoppers with her box in her hand and the citizens of
the province said, “ This is the one about whom we thought
if the years of drought come, he can sustain the province
for ten years, and now his maid is standing in the market
with her box.” So too Elimelech was one of the great ones
of the province and one of the sustainers of the generation,
and when the years of famine came, he said, “Now all of
Israel will be at my door, each with his box.” [Elimelech]
got up and fled from them, as it is written, And a man went
out from Bethlehem in Judah.
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3. Rut Rabbah 2:14
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May God do mercy with you. R. Chaninah bar Ada
said, It is written May God do [mercy with you] as
you did with dead — that you tended to their
shrouds. And with me — that they waived their

4. Rut Rabbah 3:6

The whole city was agog and said Is this Naomi?
She whose deeds were good and pleasant, in the
past she wore fancy shoes and now she walks
barefoot. And you say Is this Naomi? In the past
she wore fine clothes and now she is wearing
rags. And you say Is this Naomi? In the past her
face was rosy from food and drink and now her
face is sallow from hunger And you say Is this
Naomi? And she said, Do not call me Naomi,
call me Marah.
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