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She Gave No Thought To Her Future:
Reading Eichah Throughout the Ages

Eichah Chapter 1:
https://www.sefaria.org/L amentations.1.1?lang=bij

Chabad.org translation
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1 O how has the city that was once so populous remained
lonely! She has become like a widow! She that was great
among the nations, a princess among the provinces, has
become tributary.

2 She weeps, yea, she weeps in the night, and her tears
are on her cheek; she has no comforter among all her
lovers; all her friends have betrayed her; they have
become her enemies.

3 Judah went into exile because of affliction and great
servitude; she settled among the nations, [and] found no
rest; all her pursuers overtook her between the
boundaries.

4 The roads of Zion are mournful because no one comes
to the appointed season; all her gates are desolate, her
priests moan; her maidens grieve while she herself suffers
bitterly.

5 Her adversaries have become the head, her enemies are
at ease; for the Lord has afflicted her because of the
multitude of her sins; her young children went into captivity
before the enemy.

6 And gone is from the daughter of Zion all her splendor;
her princes were like harts who did not find pasture and
they departed without strength before [their] pursuer.

7 Jerusalem recalls the days of her poverty and her
miseries, [and] all her precious things that were from days
of old; when her people fell into the hand of the adversary,
and there was none to help her; the enemies gazed,
gloating on her desolation.

8 Jerusalem sinned grievously, therefore she became a
wanderer; all who honored her despised her, for they have
seen her shame; moreover, she herself sighed and turned
away.

9 Her uncleanliness is in her skirts, she was not mindful of
her end, and she fell astonishingly with none to comfort
her. Behold, O Lord, my affliction, for the enemy has
magnified himself.

10 The adversary stretched forth his hand upon all her
precious things, for she saw nations enter her Sanctuary,
whom You did command not to enter into Your assembly.
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11 All her people are sighing [as] they search for bread;
they gave away their treasures for food to revive the soul;
see, O Lord, and behold, how | have become worthless.
12 All of you who pass along the road, let it not happen to
you. Behold and see, if there is any pain like my pain,
which has been dealt to me, [with] which the Lord
saddened [me] on the day of His fierce anger.

13 From above He has hurled fire into my bones, and it
broke them; He has spread a net for my feet, He has
turned me back, He has made me desolate [and] faint all
day long.

14 The yoke of my transgressions was marked in His
hand, they have become interwoven; they have come
upon my neck and caused my strength to fail; the Lord
delivered me into the hands of those | could not withstand.
15 The Lord has trampled all my mighty men in my midst,
He summoned an assembly against me to crush my young
men; the Lord has trodden as in a wine press the virgin
daughter of Judah.

16 For these things | weep; my eye, yea my eye, sheds
tears, for the comforter to restore my soul is removed from
me; my children are desolate, for the enemy has prevailed.
17 Zion spreads out her hands [for help], but there is none
to comfort her; the Lord has commanded concerning
Jacob [that] his adversaries shall be round about him;
Jerusalem has become an outcast among them.

18 The Lord is righteous, for | have rebelled against His
word; hear, | pray, all you peoples, and behold my pain; my
maidens and my youths have gone into captivity.

19 | called to my lovers, [but] they deceived me; my priests
and elders perished in the city, when they sought food for
themselves to revive their souls.

20 Behold, O Lord, for | am in distress, my innards burn,
my heart is turned within me, for | have grievously rebelled;
in the street the sword bereaves, in the house it is like
death.

21 They have heard how | sigh, [and] there is none to
comfort me, all my enemies have heard of my trouble [and]
are glad that You have done it; [if only] You had brought
the day that You proclaimed [upon them] and let them be
like me.

22 May all their wickedness come before You, and deal
with them as You have dealt with me for all my
transgressions, for my sighs are many and my heart is
faint.
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16 For these things | weep; my eye, yea my
eye, sheds tears, for the comforter to restore
my soul is removed from me; my children are
desolate, for the enemy has prevailed.

2 She weeps, yea, she weeps in the night,
and her tears are on her cheek; she has no
comforter among all her lovers; all her friends
have betrayed her; they have become her
enemies.

1. Ho’il Mosheh (R Moshe Yitzchak Ashkenazi) to Eichah 1:2
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At night - she will be full of her crying when she finishes
her labor, but by day when she is busy with it and she does
not have time to sit and cry, tears fall down her cheek.

AN"INX N1 X7 Eichah 1:9 - Peirushim

2. Rashi
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She did not remember her end - when they would sin,
they paid no heed to what would happen in the end.

3. Shadal (to Exodus 2:8)
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For truly, the language of “zechirah” is not unique to what
is past, but it is found also regarding what will happen in
the future, such as “she did not remember her end.”

4, R Yosef Kara (part B)
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She did not pay attention to the admonitions of the
prophets, that she would have bitterness at her end.

5. Midrash Lekach Tov
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“‘Remembering” is only about something in the past, and
so said Jeremiah, “Jerusalem did not remember the

covenant of her Lord” who said to her “there shall not be
found among you one who passes his son or daughter in

fire,” therefore her end she did not remember.
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6. Ibn Caspi to Eichah 1:16
nnY71 0w NN ™ — 07X v | For these - it hints at what preceded and what comes
JIMINNY after it.
7. Rashi to Eichah 1:16
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My eye my eye - that is to say, my eye always sheds water.
The double language teaches that there are no interruptions.

8.

Lekach Tov to Eichah 1:16
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For these | weep - just as Jeremiah was
lamenting the destruction of the First Temple,
so he was lamenting the destruction of the
Second Temple, as it says “ rejoice and be
happy daughter of Edom.” And so David saw
the destruction of the First Temple...and saw
the destruction of the Second Temple.

9.

Gittin 58a
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Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: There was an incident
involving the son and the daughter of Rabbi Yishmael ben
Elisha the High Priest, who were taken captive and sold into
slavery to two different masters. After some time the two
masters met in a certain place. This master said: | have a
male slave whose beauty is unmatched in all of the world,
and that master said: | have a female slave whose beauty is
unmatched in all of the world.
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The two masters said: Come, let us marry these two slaves to
one another and divide the children born to them between us,
as they will certainly be very beautiful. They secluded them in a
room. This one, the son, sat in one corner, and that one, the
daughter, sat in the other corner. He said: | am a priest and
the descendant of High Priests. Shall | marry a female
slave? And she said: | am the daughter of a priest and the
descendant of High Priests. Shall | be married to a male
slave? And they wept all through the night.

When dawn arrived they recognized each other and saw that
they were brother and sister. They fell on each other and
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burst into tears until their souls departed due to their great
distress. And with regard to them and others like them,
Jeremiah lamented: “For these things | weep; my eye, my
eye runs down with water” (Lamentations 1:16).

10. Kinnah 23
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For this Jeremiah lamented in the destruction. This
degree, | weep constantly. And in my heart is kindled a
flame and burn. Over son and daughter | will thunder
great eulogy. | will go down in my sadness and | will
moan, and | will raise a voice of crying.

11.

Targum Ketuvim Eichah 1:16
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Over children dashed and pregnant
women whose abdomens were torn
open, the community of Israel says, |
weep. And my two eyes flow tears...

11a. See Il Kings 8:12
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And Hazael said, "Why does my lord weep?" And he
answered, "Because | know the evil that you will do to the
Children of Israel: their strongholds you will set on fire, and
their young men you will slay with the sword, and you will dash
their little ones in pieces and rip up their women with child.”

12. Zohar 1:228
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13. Eichah Rabbah
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... And the holy spirit cries out and says: over these
| weep.

14. Zohar 2:336
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This spirit of impurity, is the evil serpent. And
there is one who rides on it, which are male and
female, and they are called “eleh,” for they appear
in the world, in all the facets of them. And the
holy spirit is calle “zot,” which is the secret of the
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covenant, an imprint of holiness that is always
found with a person. And so “this is God,” “this is
my Lord,” but they are called “eleh” and on this it
is written “these are your gods O Israel.” And for
this it is written “also these | will forget, and
“anokhi,” the secret of “zot,” will not forget you.”
And it is written “over these (eleh) | weep - for that
sin caused them to cry many cryings.

See Isaiah 49:15-16

15. Eichah Rabbah to 1:2
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Another interpretation: “cry” - over the exile of
the ten tribes. “Shall she cry” - over the exile of
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.

Another interpretation: She cries and causes
others to cry with her. She cries and causes the
KBH to cry with her . . . She cries and causes the
ministering angels to cry with her . . .

Rabbi Berachyah said: as you say, “and he took
him outside (va’yotzei)” - “Bacho” - crying and
causing heaven and earth to cry. . . .She cries
and causes mountains and valleys to cry. . ..
She cries and causes the 70 nations to cry with
her.

16. Rashi to Eichah 1:2
.0127IN 1YW 2V NIA My — ndan o2 | Two cryings over the two destructions
17. Shnei Luchot Habrit (Shla”h) Aseret HaDibrot, Taanit, Derekh Chayim 1
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There is a mussar admonition “over these | weep, my
eye my eye sheds water.” A person should always cry
over his sins, and he should always cry over the
destruction of the Temple. For if the temple were
present, sanctity would spread out and righteousness
would dwell in it, and a person would not overnight in
Jerusalem with sin in his hand. And the holy spirit and
prophecy would settle. But now, in our sins, we lack
all this, the crown of our head has fallen, woe to us for
we have sinned. For with what will our great sins be
atoned? And we are impure, we have no purification,
and we are distanced from the table of our Father,
therefore we have no repair except to be avoid evil
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and do good, and our being lowly down to the dust,
and to sanctify ourselves with whatever is possible,
that our body should be a vessel ready to receive
holiness, since it is the image of the Tabernacle as |
wrote above. And there should not lack from it
sacrifices, whether through our bodies, the secret of
the fast. Whether in our speech, the secret of “and we
will pay our lips for bulls” - reading the chapters of the
sacrifices with understanding with great confessionals
and much weeping, for crying is the secret of the
water libation. Whether in our thoughts, to have a
broken and downtrodden heart, and as it is said, the
sacrifice to the Lord is a broken spirit. Therefore God
does not despise a broken and downtrodden heart.

18.

Rabbi Norman Lamm, Sermon for Shabbat preceding Tisha B’Av, 1951

https://archives.yu.edu/gsdl/collect/lammserm/index/assoc/HASHf8e0.dir/doc.pdf

My friends, it IS a tragedy that we have lost the keys to Jerusalem, and on Tisha B’av we mourn
this loss, and we review the history of its downfall many years ago. But doing so is more than
mourning - it is excellent psychoanalysis. Because, by recalling these traumatic events of 2,000
years ago, we can find the clue to where the keys are. The Talmud gives us the clear answer.
When with heavy heart and wet eyes we relive and re experience the story of the young priests
of Jerusalem, we suddenly remeber that it was they who on the ninth of Av 1881 years ago

entrusted the keys of the Temple and Jerusalem to - the Hand of G-d. There is no other place to
look for these precious keys except in the Hand of G-d which has been saving them for us these
many years.



