Hannukah: Holiday of Homebodies 1

I.  NerIsh UVeyto
1. Shabbat 21b:5

The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each
day to have a light kindled by a person, the head of the household, for
himself and his household. And the mebadrin,i.c., those who are
meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light for each and
every one in the household. And the mebadrin min hamebadrin,
who are even more meticulous, adjust the number of lights daily. Beit
Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree as to the nature of that adjustment.
Beit Shammai say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and,
from there on, gradually decreases the number of lights until, on the
last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And Beit Hillel say: On the
first day one kindles one light, and from there on, gradually
increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight
lights.

2. Rashi on Shabbat 21b
A light for a person and his household: One light on each night.

And it is sufficient for a man and all the members of his household
with one light.

3. Sfat Emet Shabbat 21b

Rashi explains that it is one light each night etc to exclude what one
would have originally thought to explain which is that it is sufficient
for one light for all of Hannukah but if you didn’t light the first
night you could fulfill it throughout the nights of Hannukah. The
Mehadrin min hamehadrin added to light each night. And it seems
from the fact that we bless each night “to light Hannukah candles” it
seems that from the outset the Mitzvah was to light each night for
otherwise, on an extensive hiddur we would make a bracha?

II.  Mitzvah of the Person (Ish) or Mitzvah of the House (Bayit)?

4. Tosafot on Shabbat 21b:5:1

And the mebadrin of the mebadrin (those who seek to beautify,
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among those who seek to beautify): It seems to RI that Beit Shammai and
Beit Hillel refer only to "a man and his household" (i.e. the head of the
household alone lighting on behalf of his entire family). Because in this way,
there is more beautification; since there is something recognizable when he
keeps adding or removing [lights], corresponding to the days that are entering
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(the days of Channukah still to come) or exiting (the days of Channukah that
have already passed). However, if he makes a light for each one (i.e. each
member of his household gets his own light), even if he adds from now
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onwards, there is nothing recognizable, because [people] would think that
this is the number of people in the household (i.e. instead of attributing the
increase or decrease in lights to the intention of the owner to correspond to

the day of Chanukah, people would attribute it to the intention to
correspond to the number of people in the household).

5. Mishneh Torah, Scroll of Esther and Hanukkah 4:1

How many candles should one light on Chanukah? The mitzvah is
that a single candle should be lit in each and every house, regardless
of whether there are many members of the household, or merely
one person [lives] there.

A person who performs the mitzvah in a beautiful and
conscientious manner should light candles for every member of the
household, whether male or female.

A person who is even more conscientious in his performance of the
mitzvah than this and observes the mitzvah in the most desirable
manner should light candles for every member of his household, a
candle for each individual, whether male or female, on the first
night. On each subsequent night, he should add a candle [for each
of the members of the household].

6. Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 671:2

How many lights should one kindle? On the first night, he kindles
one [light]. From then on he continues to add one each night, until
on the last night they are eight. And even if the household members
are many, they should not kindle more. Rem"a: And some say that
every one of the household members kindles (Maimonides) and
such is the widespread custom. And they should take care to each
place their lights in a unique place, so that it will be apparent how
many lights they are kindling. (Abraham Kara of Prague)

7. Penei Yehoshua on Shabbat 21b:4

In the gemara “The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of
Hanukkabh is each day to have a light kindled by a person, the head

of the household, for himself and his household.” It seems that
what distinguishes this mitzvah from other mitzvot which are
obligations of the body such that there would be an obligation on
each and every individual to uphold it because the commandment is
more on a person than on his emissary. But this case is different

because the essence of the mitzvah is near to the public space because

of pirsumei nisa and therefore they put the obligation of this
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mitzvah as if it is a mitzvah on the house (and still this requires
further investigation.)

II.  Ish butno Bayit

8. Shabbat 23a:6 MR A0 Paw
Rav Hiyya bar Ashi said that Rav said: One who lights a Hanukkah light 127 MR WX 72 RO 27 MR
must recite a blessing. And Rabbi Yirmeya said: One who sees a burning 727 0% 790 9% N3 P07
Hanukkah light must recite a blessing because the mitzva is not only to kindle 2 3 IRINT MR Y A
the light but to see the light as well. Therefore, there is room to recite a blessing 029 % g

even when seeing them.

9. Rashi on Shabbat 23a:6:1 RN 3D PAw By Ywn
One who sees: One who is passing through the marketplaces and sees it lit TR AR PIWA N2 - AR
in one of the courtyards. But I found in the name of Rabbenu Yitzchak ben 12 pr¥ 11027 ow2 "nR¥m P17 MNXna
Yehudah, who said in the name of Rabbenu Yaakov, that this blessing is X27 2pY° 11°27 QW NRY 37T
only required for one who did not yet light in his house or for one on a P97 ROW o1 ROR 1T 71972 PR
boat. 2’19902 WP IR POV 1022
10. Rashba on Shabbat 23a:2 72:N 37D NAW DY Rrawa
It seems that this blessing is for one who did not light 193 129777 XD 2977 R2W2 RN2N0A L2I0W 7125 IR
and nobody lit for him in his house and he is not going XX 9277 IR? Ri7,72°97 MR 222772 7NV 1K1 102 TIn2
to be able to light that night. Otherwise, he should not W ORI DY 77221 0 TIRAT 1A REY 1108 RDT,7020
make this blessing, for we do not see cases where a T°I% 172 TIN2 POV PRYYTAY 9"YR IWIDT 2T RN
person has fulfilled the mitzvah and then goes and 220w 1 9Y ORY PRI TR Y 7727

makes a blessing on seeing a mitzvah. And some Rabbis
explain that this applies even if others are lighting for
him at home, but they have nobody to rely on.
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11. Responsa of the Maharsham 4:146

Parashat Vayigash 1905 in Radzin, to Rabbi Shimon Waltuch
Rabbi of Leipzig

To answer your question from the second day of Chanukah as
to whether it is permissible to light Chanukah candles on a
train, I have not found anything clear about it, but it is the case
that a person who pays for a train through the night is as if he
paid for a place to eat and sleep and therefore is obligated in
Chanukah candles.

As to what Rashi wrote about a person in a boat, we can say
that the boats then were open without ceilings and the wind
would blow and they were nothing like a house. And even
though a train doesn’t stand in one place and riding is like
walking we don’t see anywhere that a person needs a permanent
house in order to fulfill pirsumei nisah - so it seems to me from
logic.

12. Responsa of the Tzitz Eliezer 15:29

I was asked about those who go on trips during Hannukah
whether they need to light candles with a blessing when they
sleep out under the sky and whether they should anyways light
without a blessing? And what about if they are sleeping in a
tent? And is it preferable that each should be exempted by
someone lighting in their home, if there is someone who could
light for them there?

Response... The obligation of lighting Hannukah candles falls
on the skull of a person unrelated to any object, and it is
different in this way from the mitzvah of mezuzah, for the
mitzvah of mezuzah even though it is the obligation of the
resident is still related to the object - meaning related to the
requirements of the house that he lives in which needs to be
called a “house” and without that the obligation of the resident
doesn’t apply. Lighting Hannukah candles is different for the
mitzvah is related only to the body of the person and wherever
he is that is where he needs to light. And it is clear that even if a
person set up a bed for himself in a street corner and slept and
ate there, he too would be obligated in lighting Hannukah
candles there even though he has no house at all, and that is
because it is a mitzvah on the body of a person not at all related
to an object....

Based on what we have said my opinion tends to answer our
question that one is obligated to light Hannukah candles even
when sleeping under the heavens, each one by their bed and
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corner, or they can buy in together and light together, and of
course they need to light with a bracha if they are sleeping in a
tent....

It was clear to the Aruch Hashulchan that someone riding on a
train needs to light chanukah candles there, even though the
train isn’t called a house for it travels from place to place and has
no spacial permanence, and a person riding is like a person
walking, and it seems that he holds like we said that the
obligation of Hannukah candles are on the head of the person
and not related to a house....

And in our case, it is preferable to light and fulfill the mitzvah in
its fullness than relying on someone else lighting in their homes
such that they will miss out on the essence of the mitzvah which
is actually seeing lit Hannukah candles.

And I saw in the Teshuva of the Maharsham...and it seems that
according to him a place needs to be a home and he proves it
from Rashi....And in my humble opinion it seems that there is
no proof from Rashi in this because we can explain the
intention of Rashi simply - he was trying to say that since on the
boat he doesn’t have candles to light or that they won’t let him
light... But Rashi would agree that one is 0b/zgated to light
according to the halakha on a boat and it doesn’t matter that
there’s no ceiling because the house is not necessary at all...

And therefore in determining the halakha in this case it seems in
my humble opinion that one is obligated to light Hannukah
candles when sleeping outside in the field and certainly if
sleeping in a tent even without a roof for one is obligated to
light even if just surrounded by walls or even in a trench, to be
sure to put the candles in a lamp so that the wind won’t blow
them out...and certainly to also bless and that is preferable to
relying on someone else lighting in their home because this is
the essence of the mitzvah and it’s pirsum, to see the candles
light. And I wrote according to my humble opinion.
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