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Tax-collectors who entered a house, and similarly thieves who restored [stolen] vessels are believed
if they say, “We have not touched [anything].” And in Jerusalem they are believed in regard to
sacred things, and during a festival also in regard to terumah.
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And during a pilgrimage Festival they are deemed credible even with regard to feruma. The
Gemara poses a question: From where are these matters derived? Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said:
The verse states concerning the incident of the concubine in Gibeah: “And all the men of Israel
gathered to the city, like one man, united [haverim]” (Judges 20:11). This verse is interpreted to
teach that whenever the entire people of Israel gathers together in a single place, the Torah makes,
i.e., considers, all of them haverim.
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Rav Hana bar Bizna says that Rabbi Shimon Hasida says: Any fast that does not include the
participation of some of the sinners of the Jewish people is not a fast, as the smell of galbanum is
foul and yet the verse lists it with the ingredients of the incense. Abaye says that this is derived from
here: “It is He Who builds His upper chambers in the heavens and has established His bundle on the
earth” (Amos 9:6).
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Thus far we have spoken in accordance with the bottom-line law how to treat a public sabbath
desecrator [R°0:7192 naw Honn]. But with respect to the sinners of Israel in our day — I don’t know
what to say about them, given that, in our great sinfulness, the illness has spread to the majority,
such that for the majority of people desecrating shabbat is seen as permitted. Should we not say
that they fall under the category of “one who says it is permitted [0 971X],” such that they are
to be judged as merely “close to willful.” And there are those among them who say the shabbat
prayers and kiddush of the day and then after that violate shabbat with rabbinic and Torah-level
labors, whereas the sabbath desecrator is considered a mumar only because denying shabbat is
akin to denying creation and the creator, and this person accepts those things via tefilah and
kiddush!
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Furthermore, the children who came after them, who never knew nor heard the laws of shabbat,
and so are identical to the Sadducees who are not considered mumarim, even though they violate
shabbat, since it is the actions of their fathers in their hands and they are akin to a child abducted
among the idolators...And it is possible that the Sadducees, since they are not amongst the Jews,
don’t know the fundamentals of the religion, and don’t act brazenly toward the sages of the
generation, are not to be judged as wilful sinners. Many of the sinners of our generation are like
them, even better than them, as the reason for being strict with regarding to their wine is not only
because they desecrate the holidays which is like desecrating shabbat, but because they deny the
fundamentals, in that they cut the foreskin but do not do the pulling back of the skin, and they
don’t have the laws of marriage and divorce, such that their children are mamzerim. But the
majority in our day have not breached in this way. And so it appears to my humble mind that one
who is strict to treat wine touched by these sinners as “stam yeinam” is to be blessed. But those
who are lenient have what on which to rely, except where it is clear to us that they know the laws
of shabbat and brazenly violate it in the presence of ten Jews at once, as this is certainly a
full-fledged mumar and any wine they touch is forbidden.
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