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Pesachim 49b:2-13

But he should not marry the
daughter of an ignoramus [am
ha’aretz] because they are vermin
and their wives are similar to a
creeping animal. And with regard
to their daughters the verse states:
“Cursed is he who lies with an
animal” (Deuteronomy 27:21). It
was taught in a baraita that Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi says: Itis
prohibited for an ignoramus to eat
meat, as it is stated: “This is the
law [torah] of the beast and of the
fow]” (Leviticus 11:46). Anyone
who engages in Torah study is
permitted to eat the meat of
animals and fowl, and anyone
who does not engage in Torah
study is prohibited to eat the meat
of animals or fowl. Rabbi Elazar
said: It is permitted to stab an
ignoramus to death on Yom Kippur
that occurs on Shabbat. His
students said to him: Master, at
least say that it is permitted to
slaughter him. He said to them:
this term, slaughtering, requires a
blessing when one slaughters an
animal, and that term, stabbing,
does not require a blessing in any
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context. Rabbi Elazar said: It is
prohibited to accompany an
ignoramus while traveling on the
road, as it is stated with regard to
Torah: “For it is your life and the
length of your days”
(Deuteronomy 30:20). An
ignoramus has not studied any
Torah, indicating that he is not
concerned about his own life; with
regard to another’s life, all the
more so. Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nahmani said that Rabbi Yohanan
said: It is permitted to tear open
an ignoramus like a fish. Rabbi
Shmuel bar Yitzhak said: And one
may cut him open from his back. It
was taught in a baraita that Rabbi
Akiva said: When I was an
ignoramus I said: Who will give
me a Torah scholar so that I will
bite him like a donkey? His
students said to him: Master, say
that you would bite him like a dog!
He said to them: I specifically used
that wording, as this one, a donkey,
bites and breaks bones, and that
one, a dog, bites but does not
break bones. It was taught in a
baraita that Rabbi Meir would say:
Anyone who marries off his
daughter to an ignoramus is
considered as though he binds her
and places her before a lion. Why
is this so? Just as a lion mauls its
prey and eats and has no shame, so
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too, an ignoramus strikes his wife
and then engages in sexual
relations with her without
appeasing her first, and has no
shame. It was taught in a baraita
that Rabbi Eliezer says: If we did
not need the ignoramuses for
business, they would kill

us. Rabbi Hiyya taught: Anyone
who engages in Torah study in the
presence of an ignoramus, causing
the ignoramus embarrassment and
anguish over his inability to study
Torah, is considered as though he
had sexual relations with the
ignoramus’s betrothed bride in his
presence, as it is stated: “Moses
commanded us the Torah, an
inheritance [morashal] for the
congregation of Jacob”
(Deuteronomy 33:4). Do not read it
as inheritance [morashal; rather,
read it as betrothed [me’orasa].
Similarly, he said: The hatred
which ignoramuses have for a
Torah scholar is greater than the
hatred that the nations of the
world have for the Jewish people.
And the wives more than. It was
taught in the Tosefta that one who
studied Torah and left his studies
hates Torah scholars more than all
of them. The Sages taught: Six
statements were made with
regard to ignoramuses: One may
not entrust them with
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testimony. Additionally, one may
not accept testimony from them,
as they are not considered
trustworthy, and one should not
reveal a secret to them, as they will
reveal it. One may not appoint
them as steward [apotropos] over
an estate belonging to

orphans. Likewise, one may not
appoint them as guardian over a
charity fund. Finally, one should
not accompany them while
traveling on the road, due to
concern for one’s safety. And there
are those who say: One does not
even announce their lost items
What is the reasoning of the first
tanna?! Sometimes upstanding
offspring will come from him and
will consume the property, as it is
stated: “He may prepare it but the
just shall put it on” (Job 27:17).

Mishnah Demai 2:2-3

One who accepts upon himself to be
trustworthy (ne’eman), must tithe
whatever he eats and whatever he
sells and whatever he buys, and he
may not be the guest of an am
haaretz. Rabbi Judah says: even one
who is the guest of an am haaretz
can still be considered trustworthy.
They said to him: He is not
trustworthy in respect of himself!
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How can he be considered 9211 13°N , AT ﬂ'l’_lL/’ 1’7737

trustworthy in respect of others? . PR T.UJ"I ﬂ’? PN DV’?

one who takes upon himsell o MINNA 17K 172 3300 TRt
ecome a “chaver” may not sell to

an am haaretz either moist or dry 1]'|7N73 N771 PN QY 173 N

[produce], nor may he buy from him  ,17R1X AT31? 7317 JMooa 'l’?EN

moist [produce], nor may he be the N’?'I Maivatyialyk! 77-[_17 NS ol

guest of an am haaretZ, nor may he N77~| 71 nw:~| D’j—[J: VT-]D N—l,
host an am haaretz as a guest while ’
[the am haaretz] is wearing his own wRwnI D"DD]? NRDA NiT?

garment. Rabbi Judah says: he may fhe! N7 177 TN wjhmhl n°13

not also raise small animals, nor 17]7317 117N
may make a lot of vows or

merriment, nor may he defile

himself by contact with the dead.

Rather he should be an attendant at

the house of study. They said to him:

these [requirements] do not come

within the general rule [of being a

chaver].
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Berakhot 47b:3-7

A Samaritan [Kuti] may be
included in a zimmun. Why? Let
him be merely an am

ha’aretz, and it was taughtin a
baraita: An am ha’aretz may not be
included in a zimmun.

Abaye said: The mishna is referring
to a Kuti who is a haver. Rava said:
Even if you say that the mishna
refers to a Kuti who is an am
ha’aretz, and here it refers to an am
ha’aretz as defined by the Rabbis
who disagree with Rabbi Meir, as
it was taught in a baraita: Who is
an am ha’aretz? Anyone who does
not eat non-sacred food in a state
of ritual purity. This is the
statement of Rabbi Meir. And the
Rabbis say: An am ha’aretz is
anyone who does not
appropriately tithe his produce.
And these Kutim tithe their
produce appropriately, as they are
scrupulous with regard to that
which is written in the Torah, as
the Master said: Any mitzva that
the Kutim embraced and accepted
upon themselves, they are even
more exacting in its observance
than Jews.

The Sages taught: Who is an am
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ha’aretz? One who does not recite
Shema in the evening and
morning. This is the statement of
Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi Yehoshua
says: An am ha’aretz is one who
does not don phylacteries. Ben
Azzai says: An am ha’aretz is one
who does not have ritual fringes
on his garment. Rabbi Natan says:
An am ha’aretz is one who does not
have a mezuza on his doorway.
Rabbi Natan bar Yosef says: An am
ha’aretz is one who has children
but who does not want them to
study Torah, so he does not raise
them to engage in Torah study.
Aherim say: Even if one read the
Bible and studied Mishna and did
not serve Torah scholars to learn
from them the meaning of the Torah
that he studied, that is an am
ha’aretz. Rav Huna said: The
halakha is in accordance with the
opinion of Aherim. The Gemara
relates: Rami bar Hama did not
include Rav Menashya bar Tahlifa,
who studied Sifra, Sifrei, and
halakhot, in a zimmun because he
had merely studied and did not
serve Torah scholars.

When Rami bar Hama passed
away, Rava said: Rami bar Hama
died only because he did not
include Rabbi Menashya bar
Tahlifa in a zimmun.
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Was it not taught in a baraita:
Aherim say: Even if one read the
Bible and studied mishna and did
not serve Torah scholars, that is
an am ha’aretz? Why, then, was
Rami bar Hama punished? The
Gemara answers: Rav Menashya
bar Tahlifa is different, as he
served the Sages. And it was Rami
bar Hama who was not precise in
his efforts to check after him to
ascertain his actions. Another
version of the Gemara’s answer:
Anyone who hears halakhot from
the mouths of Sages and studies
them is considered a Torah
scholar.

Tosafot on Berakhot 47b:6:1

But today we are not particular
about this and regularly perform
zimmun with an am ha-aretz

Rashba on Berakhot 47b:3
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Rav Hai Gaon, may his memory be
for a blessing, that nowadays rabbis
are not careful about this matter and
are lenient about it.

Chagigah 22a:15-16

And who is the tanna that is
concerned for such antagonism of
amei ha’aretz? It is Rabbi Yoseli, as it
is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Yosei
said: For what reason are all
trusted with regard to the purity
of their wine and oil throughout
the year? So that each and every
individual should not go off and
build a private altar for himself
and burn a red heifer for

himself. Rav Pappa said: In
accordance with whose opinion do
we accept testimony nowadays
from an am ha’aretz? In
accordance with whom is this
done? In accordance with the
opinion of Rabbi Yosei.

Tosafot on Chagigah 22a:16:1

R. Elhanan says that we accept the
view of Rabbi Yose, and are
concerned about enmity, and so we
nowadays make a zimmun with any
am ha-aretz, despite what we say in
Berachot that one should not make a
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zimmun with an am ha-aretz, and
also R. Menashyah bar Tachlifa did
not want to make a zimmun with
them. And the R''I explains that we
d not say that anyone who wants to
"take the Name," as if to presume
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themselves a talmid chacham and so 1733;7‘7 P’Tﬂﬂ'? PwH NN ’71?9"‘7

to not make a zimmun with an am
ha-aretz, may do so, and we do not
presume ourselves to be like a
talmid chacham in this respect.

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 199:3

In contemporary times one may
make a zimmun with a complete am
ha-aretz
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