From Institutional to Personal Trust
Alex S. Ozar
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One who is suspected of consuming forbidden foods, whether he is suspected regarding d-oraita
or d-rabanan violations, we may not trust them. And if one lodges with them, one should not eat
any of the foods with respect to which they are suspect. Gloss: And there are those who say that
even from someone who is not suspect, but who we merely don’t recognize as positively
trustworthy with regard to kashrut, we may not purchase wine or other things for which one must
worry about prohibitions. However, if one lodges with them, he may eat with him.
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One who is well known with regard to a sin in the Torah other than idolatry and public sabbat
desecration, or who does not believe in the words of our sages of blessed memory, is trusted with
regard to other prohibitions. And with regard to other people’s property, he is trusted to say, even
with regard to the prohibition he is known to violate, that it is permitted. Gloss: One who is
suspect with regard to something which people do not think is a transgression does not qualify as
suspect (Rashba).
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There was a certain woman who was obligated to take an oath in Rava’s court. The daughter of
Rav Hisda said to him: I know that she is suspect with regard to oaths. Rava reversed the the oath
onto the other. On another occasion, Rav Pappa and Rav Adda bar Mattana were sitting before



Rava. A certain document was brought before Ravat. Rav Pappa said to Rava: I know about this
document, that it is paid. Rava said to him: Is there another person with the Master? He said to
him: No. Rava said to him: Although there is the Master, one witness is nothing. Rav Adda bar
Mattana said to Rava: And should Rav Pappa not be like Rav Hisda’s daughter? Rava replied: 1
relied on Rav Hisda’s daughter because I know with certainty about her. The Master, I do not
know with certainty about him. Rav Pappa said: Now that the Master, Rava, has said: “I know
with certainty about him” is a thing. For example, if Abba Mar, my son, about whom I know
with certainty, then I can tear the document on his word. Can it enter your mind to tear it? Rather,
I can weaken the document on his word.
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Luban. When I was in Moscow in 1933, I was asked regarding an issue where fathers ate in this
country, on account of our many citizens, at the tables of their sons and daughters who eat
unslaughtered carcasses and all manner of prohibited food, the majority of them are deniers of
God and His Torah, and forsake the permitted in favor of the prohibited. If so, they are not
trustworthy with regard to prohibitions, and so the weak and elderly fathers have no recourse to
eat meat when they need to so for their health, nor anything cooked, as even though vessels are
presumed to not have been used that day, nonetheless this is a case of ab initio [/-chatchila] since
he has established his residence with them.
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I offered the creative suggestion that there is room to be lenient for many of these men, if the
father knows and is certain regarding his daughter or daughter-in-law that she would not ensnare
him with prohibited foods, on the basis that he recognizes her character with clear knowledge, by
virtue of having tested her many times and seeing that she does not ensnare him, whether
because she does not want to cause him pain or because her character is such that she does not
want to deceive people, then he can rely on her and eat what she cooks for him, whether meat or
anything else. And so too anything where she says to him that it is from kosher meat and made in
vessels that she designated for him. Because this is no longer under the rubric of trustworthiness



[ne’emanut], but rather independent knowledge which is like seeing itself, since he knows with
certainty that she would not lie to him.
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