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Maternal Sacrifice and The Birthing of the World

I Supposition: Kayin was born before the sin. Creation in a pre-sin world = kinyan.

1. Genesis 4:1-2

Now the Human knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain,
saying, “I have gained a person with the help of 71'.” She then bore his
brother Abel. Abel became a keeper of sheep, and Cain became a tiller
of the soil.

2. Rashi on Genesis 4:1:1-3

(1) v oM AND THE MAN KNEW already before the events related
above took place — before he sinned and was driven out of the Garden of
Eden. So, also, the conception and birth of Cain took place before this. Had
it been written, 27X Y77 it would imply that after he was driven out children
were born to him (Genesis Rabbah 22:2).

3. Bereshit Rabba 22:2
And Adam knew...and she conceived and bore Cain. Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah says: three wonders happened on the same day. On that day they
were created, on that day they had sex and on that day they had children.
Rabbi Akiva said: in the past Adam was created from earth and Eve was
created from Adam. From here on, “in our image in our likeness” no man
without a woman and no woman without a man and not the two of them
without the Divine Presence.

4. Rashi on Genesis 4:1
7? — She called him so with reference to her use of the word. *n°1p nR; — 71
is like ‘7 @y “with the Lord”; she meant to say: when He created me and my

husband He created us by Himself, but in the case of this one we are
copartners with Him (cf. Niddah 31a).
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6. Ramban on Genesis 4:1:1

AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE CAIN...The correct
interpretation appears to me to be that she said: “This son will be for
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me an acquisition for the Eternal, for when we shall die he will exist in . ORT12 DR TV mpna

our stead to worship his Creator.”... 7717 90 9277 W 173 Qw1 TR IR
Now she [Eve] called one son by a name indicating “acquisition,” and 19 DY 71 WL AN R 1T 90 0TRA
the second one she called Abel, denoting “vanity” because man’s IWN WA QY 2Nd1 XY

acquisition is likened to vanity. But she did not wish to say so explicitly.
Therefore, no reason is written for the name of the second son.

7. John Locke, Second Treatise, §§ 27

27. Though the Earth, and all inferior Creatures be common to all Men, yet every Man has a Property in his

own Person. This no Body has any Right to but himself. The Labour of his Body, and the Work of his Hands, we
may say, are properly his. Whatsoever then he removes out of the State that Nature hath provided, and left it in,
he hath mixed his Labour with, and joyned to it something that is his own, and thereby makes it his Property. It
being by him removed from the common state Nature placed it in, hath by this labour something annexed to i,
that excludes the common right of other Men. For this Labour being the unquestionable Property of the
Labourer, no man but he can have a right to what that is once joyned to, at least where there is enough, and as
good left in common for others.

II Turns out we don’t own the humans we create.

8. Genesis 3:22-23 A1D-2172:'3 NIWRT2
And God 11’ said, “Now that humankind has become [ ARV Y71 230 NYTZ 397 TARD 720 DTN 10 2098 7 1R
like any of us, knowing good and bad, what if one Ehisil7ad )Rl it sRatisnl 6l RatYsirira Ry sl rivivam >
should stretch out a hand and take also from the tree of DWH MR WK ARTRITIN T2V 7TV DN

life and eat, and live forever!” So God 71’ banished
humankind from the garden of Eden, to till the humus
from which it was taken:

9. Ramban on Genesis 3:22:1 'R:272:73 NOWNRN2 HY 7" ann
AND NOW, LEST HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND. PV MW 72N SN 0V 3., 170 AW 39 TR
...And now that Adam had the power of choice, He DIR K1 IR 71 ROR T 7 KD 727000 % 1100 70
therefore guarded this tree from him for at first Adam ralsm i e i il hata)

did only what he was commanded and he did not eat
thereof as he did not need it.

III.  But they can choose us with love

10. Exodus 21:5 RO NN
But if the slave declares, “I love my master, and my wife XY 212°NRY AWRNN ITR"NN AR 7297 MR R-OR]
and children: I do not wish to go free,” WO RYN
11. Genesis 25:8-10 - NOWRN2
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And Abraham breathed his last, dying at a good ripe age, old 1
IRV PR INR 19271 1RV
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and contented; and he was gathered to his kin. His sons wnT

;t;f
Pia

T


https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.3.22-23
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.3.22-23
https://www.sefaria.org/Ramban_on_Genesis.3.22.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Ramban_on_Genesis.3.22.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.21.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.21.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.8-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.8-10

Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in

3272 WX A RTI2 19y AT ON meeand

the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre, N2p MR N2 DRD DK TIRTIWR AT (X0

the field that Abraham had bought from the Hittites; there
Abraham was buried, and Sarah his wife.

12. I Samuel 7:17

Then he would return to Ramah, for his home was there, and
there too he would judge Israel. He built an altar there to the
LORD.

13. Jeremiah 31:15-17

Thus said GOD: Restrain your voice from weeping, Your eyes
from shedding tears; For there is a reward for your labor
—declares GOD: They shall return from the enemy’s land. And
there is hope for your future —declares GOD: Your children shall
return to their country.
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IV Choosing the relationship gives power to the children - we are the coronators

14. Machzor Rosh Hashanah Ashkenaz, Musaf, First Day of
Rosh Hashana, Kedushah 42

And all shall come to serve You and bless Your glorious Name,
and throughout the isles they shall declare Your righteousness.
And peoples will seek You, who knew You not before; and they
will praise You, those who live in every part of the earth, and they
will say, always, “Magnified be Adonoy.”... And they will speak of
Your might, and they will uplift You causing You to be uplifted
above all, and they will fervently beseech Your Presence and
crown You with a crown of glory. And the mountains will
burst out in joyous song, and the isles will exult in Your Kingship,
and they will accept the yoke of Your kingdom upon
themselves, and they will exalt You in the assembly of
peoples. Those from far-off lands will hear of this and they
will come, and they will tender unto You the crown of
sovereignty.

V. As for parents: let them go with love

15. Vayikra Rabbah 29:1
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1 "On the seventh month on the first of the month" (Leviticus 23:24): It ,(73,20 RPN WM TN YA wWna
comes out that you say on Rosh Hashanah (the first of Tishrei in the first YW MWD WRI 012 IR TRR DRYRI ...

year) in the first hour, [man's creation] rose in thought; in the second,

Y YYNI MW ,1W0R2 17y mivRY

[God] consulted with the angels; in the third, He gathered his dirt; in the n°Y°272,179Y 032 YW N 2IRN
fourth, He kneaded it; in the fifth, He weaved it; in the sixth, He made it a ,073 IRy nwwa ,inpa nownna 23
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form; in the seventh, He blew breath into it; in the eighth, He placed him 07197 NI ,ARY] 12 N1 noYrawa

into the Garden [of Eden]; in the ninth, he was commanded [about the

NOX2,72y NPRY3,708 YR 12

fruit]; in the tenth, he transgressed; in the eleventh, he was judged; in the M7 RXY IRy 2onwa T Ay

twelfth, he was pardoned. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to
Adam, "This is a sign for your children: In the same way that you

2% 77 ,ATRY RIT N2 WITRT N
1T 2I°7 1972 0197 DTRYY oW 70337

stood in front of Me in judgement on this day and were pardoned, TRY? T2 PTONY T ,0I1072 IRYN

so too in the future will your children stand in front of Me in

,OMTS 157 PRY 7T B3 173 15

judgement on this day and be pardoned in front of Me.” When? "On TR TR YW WIN2 TR

the seventh month on the first of the month"”

Jastrow, oinv7 11 1

o337 I m. (3jpog) 1) people (populus). Gen. R. s. 6; Ex. R. s. 15, v. P2 I1. —2) popular gathering, public festival with games (Snpotixdg &yav) given by Emperors
or high officials and connected with amnesty; in gen. amnesty, pardon. Y. Ber. IX, 14° when the king "7 1011 grants a general pardon, opp. 7217°90.—Kidd. 63°
777 "72 WY act as was done in that public game (Ar. 0%177).—Lev. R.s. 29, a. fr. '72 XX> he was pardoned. Gen. R. s. 79 when he heard a divine voice say 77
demos, demos (pardon), the bird escaped, opp. X217°00; Y. Shebi. IX, 38¢ top; Pesik. B’shall. p. 88 0°27 (corr. acc.); a. fr.—[Ex. R.s. 2, beg. 12102, v.
10%°7.—Gen. R. s. 8 A0in*T, v. X29in>7.] —PL 1017 public games. Cant. R. to VII, 122172 9201 let us take a walk among (observe) the amusements of the

world.

16. Genesis 3:21-22

And God 77" made garments of skins for Adam and his wife, and
clothed them. And God 77’ said, “Now that humankind has
become like any of us, knowing good and bad, what if one should
stretch out a hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and
live forever!”

17. Genesis 21:12-16

But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed over the boy or
your slave; whatever Sarah tells you, do as she says, for it is through
Isaac that offspring shall be continued for you. As for the son of
the slave-woman, I will make a nation of him, too, for he is your
seed.” Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of
water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her shoulder,
together with the child, and sent her away. And she wandered
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water was gone
from the skin, she left the child under one of the bushes, and went
and sat down at a distance, a bowshot away; for she thought, “Let
me not look on as the child dies.” And sitting thus afar, she burst
into tears.

18.1 Samuel 2:18-19
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Samuel was engaged in the service of the LORD as an Yo 2°um1 172 7998 M0 Wi 77 °197n nwn YR
attendant, girded with a linen ephod. His mother AYOR-NR ANTRYA AR 1 0 §7 an7vd R iTayn

would also make a little robe for him and bring it up
to him every year, when she made the pilgrimage with
her husband to offer the annual sacrifice.
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VII. Okay but we have to talk about the Akedab

19. Mishnah Ta'anit 2:4

For the conclusion of the first blessing: Redeemer of Israel,
he recites: He Who answered Abraham on Mount
Moriah (see Genesis 22:11-18), He will answer you and
hear the sound of your cry on this day. Blessed are You,
Lord, Redeemer of Israel.

20. Jerusalem Talmud Taanit 2:4:2

HALAKHAH: But was not Isaac redeemed? Since Isaac was
redeemed it is as if all of Israel was redeemed. Rebbi Bevai Abba
in the name of Rebbi Johanan: Abraham said before the Holy
One, praise to Him: Master of the worlds, it is open and known
before You that when You said to me to sacrifice my son Isaac I
could have answered and said before You, yesterday You said to
me, for in Isaac will your descendants be named, and now You are
saying, sacrifice him as elevation offering. Heaven forbid that I
should have done this, to the contrary I suppressed my
inclination and did Your will. So may it be Your pleasure,
Eternal, my God, that when my son Isaac’s descendants will be
in trouble and nobody will speak in their defense, that You will
speak in their defense. The Eternal will see. You will remember
for them the binding of Isaac and be filled with mercy for them.
What is written afterwards? Abrabam lifted his eyes and saw a
ram, after, etc. What means “after”? Rebbi Judah ben Rebbi
Simon said, after all generations in the future your sons will be
gripped by sins and involved in troubles but at the end they will
be redeemed by the horns of this ram, [as it is said], and the
Eternal, God, will blow the horn and go in Southern storms.

21. Machzor Rosh Hashanah Ashkenaz, Musaf, First Day of
Rosh Hashana, Zikhronot 4

Our God and God of our fathers remember us favorably before You
and be mindful of us for deliverance and compassion from the eternal
high heavens. Remember in our behalf, Adonoy, our God, the
covenant, the kindness and the oath which You swore to our father
Avraham on Mount Moriah, and let there appear before You the
binding with which our father Avraham bound his son Yitzchak upon
the altar, and how he suppressed his compassion to do Your will
with a whole heart; so may Your compassion suppress Your
anger against us, and in Your great goodness turn Your fierce anger
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away from Your people, and from Your city, from Your land, and from
Your territorial heritage. And fulfill for us Adonoy, our God the
promise You made in Your Torah, through Your servant, Moshe, from
the mouth of Your glory, as it is said: “I will remember for them the
covenant with their forefathers whom I took out of the land of
Mitzrayim, before the eyes of the nations, to be their God; I am
Adonoy.” For He Who remembers all forgotten things from eternity,
are You, and there is no forgetfulness before the Throne of Your Glory;
and the binding of Yitzchak— on behalf of his descendants—
may You remember it today with compassion. Blessed are You
Adonoy, Who remembers the covenant.
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