Maternal Sacrifice and The Birthing of the World

I.  Rosh Hashanah: Day of Creation, Day of Judgment

1. Machzor Rosh Hashanah Ashkenaz, Musaf, First Day of
Rosh Hashana, Malkhuyot 17
On this day, the world came into being; On this day, He makes stand in
judgment— all the creatures of the worlds— whether as children, or as
servants; if as children, have compassion on us as a father has compassion
on his children! If as servants, our eyes are fixed on You until You favor
us, and bring forth our judgment as the light, Revered and Holy One!

2. Vayikra Rabbah 29:1
1 "On the seventh month on the first of the month" (Leviticus 23:24):
...It comes out that you say on Rosh Hashanah (the first of Tishrei in the
first year) in the first hour, [man's creation] rose in thought; in the
second, [God] consulted with the angels; in the third, He gathered his
dirt; in the fourth, He kneaded it; in the fifth, He weaved it; in the sixth,
He made it a form; in the seventh, He blew breath into it; in the eighth,
He placed him into the Garden [of Eden]; in the ninth, he was
commanded [about the fruit]; in the tenth, he transgressed; in the
eleventh, he was judged; in the twelfth, he was pardoned. The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to Adam, "This is a sign for your children: In the same
way that you stood in front of Me in judgement on this day and were
pardoned, so too in the future will your children stand in front of Me in
judgement on this day and be pardoned in front of Me." When? "On the
seventh month on the first of the month"

II.  Hasbem’s Parenting Journey

3. Avodah Zarah 3b:7-13

Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: There are twelve hours in the day. During
the first three, the Holy One, Blessed be He, sits and engages in Torah
study. During the second three hours, He sits and judges the entire world.
Once He sees that the world has rendered itself liable to destruction, He
arises from the throne of judgment and sits on the throne of mercy, and
the world is not destroyed. During the third set of three hours, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, sits and sustains the entire world, from the horns of wild
oxen to the eggs of lice. During the fourth three hours, He sits and makes
sport with the leviathan, as it is stated: “There is leviathan, whom You

have formed to sport with” (Psalms 104:26).

The Gemara asks: And during the twelve hours of the night, what does God
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do? The Gemara answers: If you wish, say that the night is similar to the day,
i.e., God performs the same activities as in the day. And if you wish, say instead
that He rides on his light cherub and flies in eighteen thousand worlds, as
it is stated: “The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even [shinan]
thousands” (Psalms 68:18). Do not read it as even [shinan], rather read it as:
That which are not [sheeinan]. Since the minimum of thousands is two
thousand, the phrase: That which are not thousands, indicates that two thousand
are not present, i.e., the chariots of God are twenty thousand minus two
thousand, which means that God rides in eighteen thousand worlds. And if you
wish, say instead that God sits and listens to the songs from the mouths of
the angelic creatures, as it is stated: “By day the Lord will command His
loving-kindness, and in the night His song shall be with me” (Psalms 42:9).
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4. Genesis 1:27-28

And God created humankind in the divine image,

creating it in the image of God—

creating them male and female. God blessed them and God said to
them, “Be fertile and increase, fill the earth and master it; and rule
the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and all the living things that

creep on earth.”

5. Genesis 3:16

And to the woman [God] said,

“I will greatly expand Your hard labor—and your pregnancies; In
hardship shall you bear children. Yet your urge shall be for your
husband, And he shall rule over you.”

6. Genesis 3:22-4:2

And the LORD God said, “Now that the man has become like one

of us, knowing good and bad, what if he should stretch out his
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever!”
So the LORD God banished him from the garden of Eden, to till
the soil from which he was taken. He drove the man out, and
stationed east of the garden of Eden the cherubim and the fiery
ever-turning sword, to guard the way to the tree of life. Now the
man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying,
“I have gained a male child with the help of the LORD.” She then
bore his brother Abel. Abel became a keeper of sheep, and Cain

became a tiller of the soil.

7. Genesis 4:8-12

Cain said to his brother Abel ... and when they were in the field,
Cain set upon his brother Abel and killed him. The LORD said to
Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” And he said, “I do not know.
Am I my brother’s keeper?” Then He said, “What have you done?
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Hark, your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground!
Therefore, you shall be more cursed than the ground, which
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
If you till the soil, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. You
shall become a ceaseless wanderer on earth.”
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Mothering the Children of Abraham in Hashem'’s Model

8. Genesis 21:9-16

Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham
playing. She said to Abraham, “Cast out that slave-woman and her
son, for the son of that slave shall not share in the inheritance with
my son Isaac.” The matter distressed Abraham greatly, for it
concerned a son of his. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be
distressed over the boy or your slave; whatever Sarah tells you, do as
she says, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be continued for
you. As for the son of the slave-woman, I will make a nation of him,
too, for he is your seed.” Early next morning Abraham took some
bread and a skin of water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them
over her shoulder, together with the child, and sent her away. And
she wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water
was gone from the skin, she left the child under one of the bushes,
and went and sat down at a distance, a bowshot away; for she
thought, “Let me not look on as the child dies.” And sitting thus
afar, she burst into tears.

9. Vayikra Rabba 20:2

Isaac returned to his mother, and she said to him, "Where have you
been, my son?' He said to her, "My father took me and led me up hill
and down dale ..." She said, "Woe to the son of a woman drunk [with
grief]! If it were not for the angel, you would have been slaughtered
already?!" and he answered, 'Yes." Thereupon she screamed out six
cries, corresponding to the six [shofar] blasts. They said: no sooner

had she done so, than she died.

10. I Samuel 1

And she made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if You will look
upon the suffering of Your maidservant and will remember me
and not forget Your maidservant, and if You will grant Your
maidservant a male child, I will dedicate him to the LORD for all
the days of his life; and no razor shall ever touch his head.”

Hannah conceived, and at the turn of the year bore a son. She
named him Samuel, meaning, “I asked the LORD for him.”
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After slaughtering the bull, they brought the boy to Eli. She said,
“Please, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood
here beside you and prayed to the LORD. It was this boy I prayed
for; and the LORD has granted me what I asked of Him. I, in
turn, hereby lend him to the LORD. For as long as he lives he is
lent to the LORD.” And they bowed low there before the LORD.

11. Jeremiah 31:15-17

Thus said the LORD: A cry is heard in Ramah— Wiailing, bitter
weeping— Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses to be
comforted For her children, who are gone.
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