Parshat Terumah - Cherubs, Human Love, Divine Love

1. Exodus 25:10-22

They shall make an ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits
long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay
it with pure gold—overlay it inside and out—and make upon ita
gold molding round about. Cast four gold rings for it, to be
attached to its four feet, two rings on one of its side walls and two
on the other. Make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with
gold; then insert the poles into the rings on the side walls of the
ark, for carrying the ark. The poles shall remain in the rings of the
ark: they shall not be removed from it. And deposit in the Ark
[the tablets of] the Pact which I will give you. You shall make a
cover of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubitand a
half wide. Make two cherubim of gold—make them of
hammered work—at the two ends of the cover. Make one cherub
at one end and the other cherub at the other end; of one piece
with the cover shall you make the cherubim at its two ends. The
cherubim shall have their wings spread out above, shielding the
cover with their wings. They shall confront each other, the faces
of the cherubim being turned toward the cover. Place the cover
on top of the Ark, after depositing inside the Ark the Pact that I
will give you. There I will meet with you, and I will impart to
you—from above the cover, from between the two cherubim that
are on top of the Ark of the Pact—all that I will command you
concerning the Israelite people.

2. Midrash Lekach Tov, Exodus 25:18:1

When Moses said “Do not make for yourself an idol or
any image” it was said to him “Make two cherubim of
gold” and so too other similar cases, like levirate
marriage and forbidden relationships, shatnez and
tzitzit, the Korban Tamid and Shabbat-- these and all
of the similar cases, with one will they were stated.

3. Sukkah 5b:6

Abaye said to him: ...what is the meaning of that which is
written about the faces of the celestial beasts drawing the celestial
chariot: “The face of the first was the face of the cherub, and
the face of the second was the face of a man” (Ezekiel 10:14)?
... The Gemara answers: Although two of the celestial beasts
drawing that chariot had the face of a man, the difference between
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them is that one was a large face and one was a small face. In
other words, the face described as the face of a man was the face of
an adult, and the face described as the face of a cherub was that of a
child

4, Bava Batra 99a:3

Rabbenai says that Shmuel says: The cherubs stood miraculously and
did not occupy any physical space, as it is stated: “And five cubits was
one wing of the cherub, and five cubits was the second wing of the

cherub; ten cubits from the tip of its wings until the tip of its wings”

(I Kings 6:24). Accordingly, the wings of two cherubs, standing side by side,
would occupy the entire twenty cubits width of the Sanctuary. But if so,
where, in what space, were their bodies standing? Since their wings
alone, which protruded from the sides of cherubs’ bodies, occupied twenty
cubits, there was no room left in which their bodies could stand. Rather,
one must conclude from the verse that the cherubs stood miraculously
and did not occupy any physical space.

5. Bava Batra 99a:6-7

How were the cherubs standing? Rabbi Yohanan and Rabbi Elazar disagree
about this. One says: Their faces were turned one toward the other. And one

says: Their faces were turned toward the House, i.c., the Sanctuary. The

Gemara asks: But according to the one who says that their faces were turned
one toward the other, isn’t it written: “And their faces were toward the
House” (II Chronicles 3:13)? How does he explain the meaning of this verse? The

Gemara answers: This is not difficult, as their faces miraculously changed

directions in reflection of the Jewish people’s relationship to God. Here, when it
states that the cherubs faced each other, it was when the Jewish people do the
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will of God. There, the verse that describes that the cherubs faced the Sanctuary
and not toward each other, was when the Jewish people do not do the will of

God.

6. Yoma S4a:11-13

Continuing the previous discussion, Rav Ketina said: When the Jewish
people would ascend for one of the pilgrimage Festivals, the priests
would roll up the curtain for them and show them the cherubs,
which were clinging to one another, and say to them: See how you
are beloved before God, like the love of a male and female. Rav Hisda
raised an objection: How could the priests allow the people to see this?
After all, it is stated with regard to the Tabernacle: “But they shall not go
in to see the sacred objects as they are being covered, lest they die”
(Numbers 4:20), and Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: When the vessels
were put into their containers for transport, it was prohibited even for
the Levites to look at them. The prohibition against viewing the vessels
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should be even more severe when they are fixed in their sacred place within
the Temple. How could they be publicly displayed? Rav Nahman said in
answer: This is analogous to a bride; as long as she is engaged but still in
her father’s house, she is modest in the presence of her husband.
However, once she is married and comes to her father-in-law’s house to
live with her husband, she is no longer modest in the presence of her

husband. Likewise, in the wilderness, when the Divine Presence did not
dwell in a permanent place, it was prohibited to see the sacred objects. By
contrast, all were allowed to see the sacred objects in their permanent place

in the Temple.

7. Rashi on Yoma 54a:11:1

The cherubs were clinging to each other and holding each other
and hugging each other like a male hugs a female

8. Mishnah Yadayim 3:5
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Kohelet. Rabbi Yose says: Kohelet does not defile the hands, but
there is a dispute about the Song of Songs. ...Rabbi Akiba said:
Far be it! No man in Israel disputed that the Song of Songs
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not as worthy as the day on which the Song of Songs was given

to Israel; for all the writings are holy but the Song of Songs is
the holy of holies.

9. Mishneh Torah, Repentance 10:2-3

One who serves [God] out of love occupies himself in the Torah and
the mitzvot and walks in the paths of wisdom for no ulterior motive:
not because of fear that evil will occur, nor in order to acquire benefit.
Rather, he does what is true because it is true, and ultimately, good will
come because of it.

This is a very high level which is not merited by every wise man. It is
the level of our Patriarch, Abraham, whom God described as, "he who
loved Me," for his service was only motivated by love.

God commanded us [to seek] this rung [of service] as conveyed by
Moses as [Deuteronomy 6:5] states: "Love God, your Lord.” When a
man will love God in the proper manner, he will immediately perform
all of the mitzvot motivated by love. What is the proper [degree] of
love? That a person should love God with a very great and exceeding
love until his soul is bound up in the love of God. Thus, he will always
be obsessed with this love as if he is lovesick.

[A lovesick person's] thoughts are never diverted from the love of that
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woman. He is always obsessed with her; when he sits down, when he
gets up, when he eats and drinks. With an even greater [love], the love
for God should be [implanted] in the hearts of those who love Him
and are obsessed with Him at all times as we are commanded
[Deuteronomy 6:5: "Love God...] with all your heart and with all
soul.”

This concept was implied by Solomon [Song of Songs 2:5] when he
stated, as a metaphor: "I am lovesick.” [Indeed,] the totality of the Song
of Songs is a parable describing [this love].

10. Mishnah Ta'anit 4:8

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: There were no days as joyous
for the Jewish people as the fifteenth of Av and as Yom Kippur,
as on them the daughters of Jerusalem would go out in white
clothes, which each woman borrowed from another. Why were they
borrowed? They did this so as not to embarrass one who did not
have her own white garments. All the garments that the women
borrowed require immersion, as those who previously wore them
might have been ritually impure. And the daughters of Jerusalem
would go out and dance in the vineyards. And what would they
say? Young man, please lift up your eyes and see what you
choose for yourself for a wife. Do not set your eyes toward
beauty, but set your eyes toward a good family, as the verse states:
“Grace is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears
the Lord, she shall be praised” (Proverbs 31:30), and it further
says: “Give her the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise
her in the gates” (Proverbs 31:31). And similarly, it says in another
verse: “Go forth, daughters of Zion, and gaze upon King
Solomon, upon the crown with which his mother crowned him
on the day of his wedding, and on the day of the gladness of his
heart” (Song of Songs 3:11). This verse is explained as an allusion to
special days: “On the day of his wedding”; this is the giving of
the Torah. “And on the day of the gladness of his heart”; this is
the building of the Temple, may it be rebuilt speedily in our
days.
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