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l. Overview of the Process:
Vayikra 14:3-32

(3) the priest shall go outside the camp. If the priest sees
that the leper has been healed of the scaly affection, (4)
the priest shall order two live pure birds, cedar wood,
crimson stuff, and hyssop to be brought for the one to be
purified. (5) The priest shall order one of the birds
slaughtered over fresh water in an earthen vessel; (6) and
he shall take the live bird, along with the cedar wood, the
crimson stuff, and the hyssop, and dip them together with
the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slaughtered
over the fresh water. (7) He shall then sprinkle it seven
times on the one to be purified of the eruption and effect
the purification; and he shall set the live bird free in the
open country. (8) The one to be purified shall wash those
clothes, shave off all hair, and bathe in water—and then
shall be pure. After that, the camp may be entered but one
must remain outside one’s tent seven days. (9) On the
seventh day all hair shall be shaved off—of head, beard [if
any], and eyebrows. Having shaved off all hair, the person
shall wash those clothes and bathe the body in
water—and then shall be pure. (10) On the eighth day that
person shall take two male lambs without blemish, one
ewe lamb in its first year without blemish, three-tenths of a
measure of choice flour with oil mixed in for a meal
offering, and one log of oil. (11) These shall be presented
before n', with the party to be purified, at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting, by the priest who performs the
purification. (12) The priest shall take one of the male
lambs and offer it with the log of oil as a guilt offering, and
he shall elevate them as an elevation offering before .'n
13)) The lamb shall be slaughtered at the spot*the spot
See 1.11; 4.24. in the sacred area where the sin offering
and the burnt offering are slaughtered. For the guilt
offering, like the sin offering, goes to the priest; it is most
holy. (14) The priest shall take some of the blood of the
guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the ridge of the
right ear of the one who is being purified, and on the

thumb of the right hand, and on the big toe of the right foot.

(15) The priest shall then take some of the log of oil and
pour it into the palm of his own left hand. (16) And the
priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in the palm
of his left hand and sprinkle some of the oil with his finger
seven times before 17) .'n) Some of the oil left in his palm
shall be put by the priest on the ridge of the right ear of the
one being purified, on the thumb of the right hand, and on
the big toe of the right foot—over the blood of the guilt
offering. (18) The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall
put on the head of the one being purified. Thus the priest
shall make expiation for that person before 19) .'n) The
priest shall then offer the sin offering and make expiation
for the one being purified of defilement. Last, the burnt
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offering shall be slaughtered, (20) and the priest shall offer
the burnt offering and the meal offering on the altar; the
priest shall make expiation for that person, who shall then
be pure. (21) If, however, one is poor and without sufficient
means, that person shall take one male lamb for a guilt
offering, to be elevated in expiation, one-tenth of a
measure of choice flour with oil mixed in for a meal
offering, and a log of oil; (22) and two turtledoves or two
pigeons—depending on that person’s means—the one to
be the sin offering and the other the burnt offering. (23) On
the eighth day of purification, the person shall bring them
to the priest at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, before
24) .'n) The priest shall take the lamb of guilt offering and
the log of oil, and elevate them as an elevation offering
before 25) .'n) When the lamb of guilt offering has been
slaughtered, the priest shall take some of the blood of the
guilt offering and put it on the ridge of the right ear of the
one being purified, on the thumb of the right hand, and on
the big toe of the right foot. (26) The priest shall then pour
some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, (27) and
with the finger of his right hand the priest shall sprinkle
some of the oil that is in the palm of his left hand seven
times before 28) .'n) Some of the oil in his palm shall be
put by the priest on the ridge of the right ear of the one
being purified, on the thumb of the right hand, and on the
big toe of the right foot, over the same places as the blood
of the guilt offering; (29) and what is left of the oil in his
palm the priest shall put on the head of the one being
purified, to make expiation for that person before 30) .'n)
That person shall then offer one of the turtledoves or
pigeons, depending on the person’s means— (31)
whichever that person can afford—the one as a sin
offering and the other as a burnt offering, together with the
meal offering. Thus the priest shall make expiation before
n' for the one being purified. (32) Such is the ritual for one
who has a scaly affection and whose means for purification
are limited.
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II. Breakdown of the Process:
1. The first seven days
Vayikra 14:3-9
2. Day eight
Vayikra 14:10-20
1l. Parallelism

1. The first seven days
Vayikra 14:3-9 Bamidbar 19

Bamidbar 19—Tumat Meit

Vayikra 14:3-9
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Rashi and Siftei Chachamim Vayikra 14:3
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Nedarim 64b

The Gemara relates: Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Any person who
does not have children is considered like a dead person. The source
is as is stated in the words Rachel said to Jacob: “Give me children, or
else | am dead”(Genesis 30:1). And it was taught in a baraita: Four are
considered as if they were dead: A pauper, and a leper, and a blind
person, and one who has no children. A pauper, as it is written: “For
all the men are dead” (Exodus 4:19). As explained above, they were not
actually dead but had descended into poverty, and yet they were
considered dead. A leper, as it is written that Aaron said to Moses with
regard to Miriam’s leprosy: “Let her not, | pray, be as one
dead”(Numbers 12:12). And a blind person, as it is written: “He has
made me to dwell in dark places, as those that have been long dead”
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(Lamentations 3:6). And one who has no children, as it is written:
“Give me children, or else | am dead” (Genesis 30:1).
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2. Day Eight

Vayikra 8—Anointing of Kohanim

Vayikra 14:10-20
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IV. Who Cares? How to conceptualize the process?
Rambam Hilchot Tumat Tzaraat 11:6 (Seder Tahara)
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Midrash Tanchuma Parshat Metzora
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