GROWING ALWAYS

The Nine Questions People ask about Judaism. Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin. Page 159-160
THE "NOT YET" APPROACH

When Franz Rosenzweig, one of the leading Jewish thinkers of the twentieth century, was once asked if he put on
tefillin (the phylacteries that Jewish men are supposed to place next to their head and heart each morning), he
answered, "Not yet."

At that point in his life, Rosenzweig did not feel spiritually ready or comfortable with the idea of putting on tefillin
—but he did not believe his unreadiness should, or would, be permanent. By answering "not yet" rather than "no,"
Rosenzweig made known his intention to continue to grow spiritually. Though he was not yet ready, he foresaw
the day when wearing tefillin would be a natural expression of his Jewish growth.

In order to elevate themselves to the task of perfecting the world, the Jewish people must begin to answer

questions about their personal observance with Rosenzweig's "not yet."

"Do you follow the Jewish command to give ten percent of your earnings to tzedaka?" "Not yet, but | am giving
more of my income each year."

"Do you observe the Shabbat in your household in full compliance with Judaism's command to make the Shabbat
day holy?" "Not yet fully, but we have started to recite the Kiddush [blessing over the wine] and the I3irkat
Hamazon [grace after meals] at our Shabbat meals. We have also been able to liberate our family from reliance
upon the television, and we will soon be starting a Shabbat discussion group with our friends." "Have you done all
that you can for Soviet Jewry?" "Not yet, but the whole family recently participated in a Soviet Jewry
demonstration, and we are beginning to correspond with a Russian Jewish family awaiting a visa."

"Do you observe the laws of Kashrut?" "Not yet entirely, but we no longer eat pork or shellfish."

The profundity of the "not yet" answer is that it is applicable to the Jew who has tried to observe Judaism for many
years as well as to the Jew who has just begun to incorporate Judaism into his or her life.

"Do you follow the laws of tzedaka?" "Not yet fully. Though | give ten percent of my income to tzedaka, | do not
give enough time to good causes." "Do you observe the Shabbat in your household according to Jewish law?" "Not
yet fully. True, | and my family do not violate any of the Shabbat laws, but too often | sleep away most of the day.

So | am starting a chavruta [learning with a friend] every week after synagogue to make sure that | keep up with
my Jewish studies." "Have you done all that you should for Soviet Jewry?" "I have not yet done enough. True, for
years | and my family have gone to demonstrations and written letters, but now we have become active in the
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry and the National Conference on Soviet Jewry."

"Do you observe the laws of Kashrut?" "We do observe Kashrut, but not yet in all its moral ramifications. So we are
lending support to groups which protest and fight inhumane forms of hunting. Also, since there is in our
community a large university where very few of the Jewish students keep kosher, either because they do not know
the reasons for keeping Kashrut or because it is too expensive, some friends and | have made it known to the 1-
lillel rabbi and to local Jewish student groups that we have an open home where students are invited for a Shabbat
or weekday meal."

If Jews, individually and communally, were to start answering "not yet," it would remind us that in the search for
God and goodness all of us are "not yet" there and that we therefore need each others help.
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Strategic Planning in Avodat Hashem

We have 613 Mitzvot to perform. Is it legitimate to prioritise between them?
Is it legitimate to set oneself goals?
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1. Can anyone do all the mitzvot?

1 1IYN N P19 NIAN NI0N Nawn
VU1 NINN 2V TAIY D21VN DNAT WY 2V TNIR DD RID D270 N2 ' N praxn (lvny [*]
:D'TON NIY'NA YY1 NTIAVN

mimn
1 TINY DX 9T NINAA NI0A 2211 TININ

NIXN D", NI TR 91 NN TRR 19 X728 DTN NIW N7 17'9K ,TIN71 oI 1 %W 1M MR 1"N
unw NNjp N7R DTR K K2 "an Nt 2w niwn N1 a0 an .'an ntn ninn 1ao (Nx) wimn' 8
Y 1921 NNINY NIXD NK KQ.PIND Y 192 NAIR? 10K NTIATHLWIN' K7 01 - Ny NNy
TIND? 1NN ,N712 MINN 22 MTNR%Y 1K 12D 78UNAW 1 NIK 2RUNY!T ' 9 ININK 12 00T 278 .YIRN
NUW PITAERY ,N2121 DRI 12 NANEY'9N ATH NINN 190 wIN' K7 :0TH K1pRn 1YY K1 NI nnan
J111' N3N N2 TINYIEN%'Y20 N K210 [N N7 NIRY

Menahot 99 R. Ammi said, From these words of R. Jose21 we learn that even though a man learns but one
chapter in the morning and one chapter in the evening he has thereby fulfilled the precept of ‘This book of
the law shall not depart out of thy mouth’. R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b. Yohai, Even though a
man but reads the Shema morning and evening he has thereby fulfilled the precept of ‘[This book of the law]
shall not depart’. It is forbidden, however, to say this in the presence of ‘amme ha-arez’. But Raba said, Itis a
meritorious act to say it in the presence of amme ha-arez. Ben Damah the son of R. Ishmael's sister once
asked R. Ishmael, May one such as | who have studied the whole of the Torah learn Greek wisdom? He
thereupon read to him the following verse, This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou
shalt meditate therein day and night.27 Go then and find a time that is neither day nor night and learn then
Greek wisdom.
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Berakhot 34 Our Rabbis taught: Once a certain disciple led the prayers in the presence of R. Eliezer, and he extended the
prayer to a great length. His disciples said to him: Master, how longwinded this fellow is! He replied to them: Is he drawing
it out any more than our Master Moses of whom it is written: The forty days and the forty nights [that | fell down]?
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Another time it happened that a certain disciple led the prayers in the presence of R. Eliezer, and he cut the prayer very

short. His disciples said to him: How concise this fellow is! He replied to them: Is he any more concise than our Master

Moses, who prayed, as it is written: Heal her now, O God, | beseech Thee?

2. Can one claim a personal exemption from Mitzvot? The case of Ben Azzai
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3. Spiritual Specialization. Picking a personal mitzvah
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Shabbat 118-19

R. Nahman said: May | be rewarded for observing three meals on the Sabbath. Rab Judah said: May | be rewarded for observing
devotion in prayers. R. Huna son of R. Joshua said: May | be rewarded for never walking four cubits bareheaded. R. Shesheth
said: May | be rewarded for fulfilling the precept of tefillin. R. Nahman also said: May | be rewarded for fulfilling the precept
of fringes.

R. Joseph asked R. Joseph son of Rabbah: Of what is thy father most observant? Of fringes, he replied. One day he was
ascending a ladder when a thread [of his fringes] broke, and he would not descend until [another] was inserted.

Abaye said: May | be rewarded for that when | saw that a disciple had completed his tractate, | make a party (siyum) for the
Rabbis.
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Tzidkat Hatzaddik #49
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49. Each person knows that in precisely that area in which his
inclination attacks him greatly, he becomes a prepared vessel in
precisely those matters to be clean and purified. And in matters in
which he sins greatly, he should know he is becoming a prepared
vessel to be, precisely in that matter in which he sins, clean and pure
of heart. Therefore, Chazal writes (Vayikra Rabbah 21) that in that
limb in which a sin has been committed, there is also a mitzvah to be
done in it. This Mitzva is not only to effect a rectification to the
specific sin which was previously committed, measure for measure,
but rather to effect a rectification of the particular soul [of the
sinner], for each person is created to repair some matter which is
found specifically in his own unique soul, which is not found in
another's soul. So too, we find that men's faces differ, and different
faces symbolize the difference in each person's unique status as
created in God's image. This matter is known by that which is stated
from the earlier ones, from the statement of our sages (Shabbat
118b) "In what area was your father especially vigilant?". And on
this, it was said (Gittin 43a) "A person doesn't stand with his Torah
unless he has stumbled in it", meaning that through his stumbling,
he understands that he was specifically created to rectify that
particular matter....
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Rav Aharon Lichtenstein

Determining Objectives in Religious Growth: Spiritual Specialization or Spiritual Breadth?

https://www.etzion.org.il/en/determining-objectives-religious-growth-spiritual-

specialization-or-spiritual-breadth
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