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Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 62a

Two people were traveling along the way and one of them had in his
possession a flask of water. If both drink from it, they will both die.

However, if only one of them drinks, he will be able to reach a settlement.
Ben Peturah preached: It is better that both should drink and die and one
should not witness the death of his fellow. This was accepted until R’
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Akiva came and taught, “The Torah says, ‘That your brother may live with

you’ implying that your own life takes precedence over your fellow’s life.”

Jerusalem Talmud, Terumot 8:4

Rav Issi was captured in Safsufa. Rav Yochanan said, “[We might as
well] wrap his corpse burial shrouds.” Rebbi Shimon Ben Lakish
responded, “I will go and either kill or be killed and save him with
strength!” He went and appeased them and they returned Rav Issi.

Responsa of Radvaz, 5:218

| was asked my opinion regarding the ruling of Maimonides that
anyone who is able to save someone and does not transgresses the
verse “Do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor”...

My response is that Maimonides’ ruling here refers to a case in
which one is plainly able to save another without putting
themselves into any danger at all, for example if someone is
sleeping under a crumbling wall and one is able to wake them and
does not do so, or if one has testimony which could save someone
else, one transgresses “Do stand idly by...” Not only this - Even if
there is some possible danger, for example if one sees another
drowning at sea or robbers coming to attack him, or a dangerous
animal, all if which involve a possible danger to oneself - one must
nevertheless save the other. Even if they can’t do so by direct
physical means, they are not exempted; rather, they must do so
financially... However, if the possibility (of danger) tends towards
certainty, one is not obligated to endanger oneself to save another.

Even if the chances are even, one would not be obligated to
ndanger oneself, for “wh h r bl isr r than his?

Perhaps his blood is redder!” But if the chances are not even, rather
they tend toward saving the other without endangering oneself,
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and one did not save, one transgresses “Do not stand idly by”. This

is what seems true in my humble opinion.

Responsa of Radvaz, 3:627

You asked me to inform you of my opinion regarding what you
saw written, that a ruler said to a Jew: “Allow me to sever one of
your non-vital limbs or I will kill this other Jew.” Some say that
in this case he must allow him to cut off the limb, since it will not
kill him, and the proof is [paraphrasing] that we violate Shabbat
to save a life, but not to save a limb, thus the hierarchy is: life,
Shabbat, limb. So we should sacrifice a limb to save a life. And
you wanted to know if we should rely on this position...

[He rejects the above logic] And in addition, it is written, “Her
[the Torah’s] ways are ways of pleasantness” and it is required
that the laws of our Torah should accord with the intellect and
logic. And how could it occur to anyone that a person should be
required to allow someone to blind his eye or cut off his arm or
leg so that that person should not kill his friend. Therefore, | do

not see a reason to require this, although it is a righteous act,
and praised is someone who can live up to this. And if thereisa
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risk is weightier than your friend’s definite risk. This is what

seems correct to me.
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(Ecclesiastes 10:2). The Sages taught: The kidneys advise...
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