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You Shall Be Holy

1. Midrash Tehillim 8:2

אנושמהלפניוואומריםמדייניןהמלאכיםהתחילולישראלתורהליתןהקב"הכשבאתורהבמתן
אנוקדושהותורתךקדושיםשאנולמהבשמיםתורהשתתןאישורךלפניוואמרותזכרנו.כי

אמרבכם...להתקייםראויהאינהלהםאמרחיים.ותורתךחייםאנוטהורהותורתךטהורים
טומאהולאמיתהלאורביהפריהביניכםשאיןלמהבכםמתקיימתהתורהאיןלמלאכיםהקב"ה

זאתב)יד(ויקראבאהל.ימותכיאדםיד)יט(במדברבתורהוכתיבקדושים.כולכםאלאחוליולא
ט)יא(שםוכןזבה.תהיהכיואשהיט)טו(שםתזריע.כיאשהב)יב(שםהמצורע.תורתתהיה

ביניכם.איןהאלההדבריםוכלתאכלו.זהאת

When the Lord came to give the Torah to Israel, the angels began to argue and said before Him,
"What is man that you should remember him?" And they said before Him, "Let your Torah be
given in the heavens, for we are holy and your Torah is holy; we are pure and your Torah is pure;
we are living and your Torah is life." He said to them, "It is not fitting to be upheld in you…The
Holy One, blessed be He, said to the angels, "The Torah cannot be fulfilled among you, for there
is no procreation, death, impurity, or illness among you; rather, you are all holy." And it is written
in the Torah (Numbers 19:14): "This is the law of a man who dies in a tent," (Leviticus 14:2)
"This shall be the law of the leper," (Leviticus 12:2) “When a woman at childbirth,” (Leviticus
15:25) "And if a woman has a discharge," and also (Leviticus 11:9) "These shall you eat," and all
of these things are not among you.

2. Leviticus 19:1-22

ר הוַידְַבֵּ֥ היהְוָֹ֖ ר׃אֶל־משֶֹׁ֥ ֹֽ רלֵּאמ תדַּבֵּ֞ לאֶל־כׇּל־עֲדַ֧ םוְאָמַרְתָּ֥בְּניֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֛ יםאֲלֵהֶ֖ יתִּהְי֑וּקְדשִֹׁ֣ יקָד֔וֹשׁכִּ֣ אֲנִ֖
ישׁאֱ�הֵיכֶםֽ׃יהְוָֹ֥ה אוּוְאָבִיו֙אִמּ֤וֹאִ֣ יתִּירָ֔ רוּוְאֶת־שַׁבְּתתַֹ֖ ֹ֑ יתִּשְׁמ םאַל־תִּפְנוּ֙אֱ�הֵיכֶםֽ׃יהְוָֹ֥האֲנִ֖ אֱלִילִ֔ אֶל־הָ֣

הוֵאֽ�הֵי֙ םתַעֲשׂ֖וּ֥�אמַסֵּכָ֔ ילָכֶ֑ יאֱ�הֵיכֶםֽ׃יהְוָֹ֥האֲנִ֖ יםזֶבַ֥חתִזבְְּח֛וּוְכִ֧ השְׁלָמִ֖ םלַיהוָֹ֑ תִּזבְָּחֻהֽוּ׃לִרְֽצנֹכְֶ֖
לזבְִחֲכֶ֛םבְּי֧וֹם תיאֵָכֵ֖ יעַד־י֣וֹםוְהַנּוֹתָר֙וּמִמׇּֽחֳרָ֑ שׁהַשְּׁלִישִׁ֔ ף׃בָּאֵ֖ םישִָּׂרֵֽ לוְאִ֛ ֹ֥ להֵאָכ יבַּיּ֣וֹםיאֵָכֵ֖ הַשְּׁלִישִׁ֑
כְלָיו֙ירֵָצֶהֽ׃֥�אה֖וּאפִּגּ֥וּל ֹֽ אעֲונֺ֣וֹוְא דֶשׁישִָּׂ֔ ֹ֥ הכִּיֽ־אֶת־ק ליהְוָֹ֖ החִלֵּ֑ ואהַנֶּפֶ֥שׁוְנכְִרְתָ֛ וּֽבְקֻצְרְכֶם֙מֵעַמֶּיֽהָ׃הַהִ֖

יר םאֶת־קְצִ֣ תתְכַלֶּ֛ה֧�אאַרְצְכֶ֔ רשָׂדְ֖�פְּאַ֥ ֹ֑ ל֣�אוְכַרְמְ֙�תְלַקֵּטֽ׃֥�אקְצִיֽרְ֖�וְלֶ֥קֶטלִקְצ רֶטתְעוֹלֵ֔ כַּרְמְ֖�וּפֶ֥
ט֣�א בוְלַגֵּר֙לֶעָֽנִ֤יתְלַקֵּ֑ ֹ֣ םתַּעֲז בוּ֖�אאֱ�הֵיכֶםֽ׃יהְוָֹ֥האֲנִ֖יאתָֹ֔ ֹ֑ ישׁוְֽ�א־תְשַׁקְּר֖וּוְ�א־תְכַחֲשׁ֥וּתִּגנְ אִ֥

יוְֽ�א־תִשָּׁבְע֥וּבַּעֲמִיתֽוֹ׃ קֶרבִשְׁמִ֖ םוְחִלַּלְתָּ֛לַשָּׁ֑ י�אֶת־שֵׁ֥ קיהְוָֹהֽ׃אֲנִי֥אֱ�הֶ֖ ֹ֥ עֲ֖�ֽ�א־תַעֲשׁ לוְ֣�אאֶת־רֵֽ ֹ֑ תִגזְ
ין ירפְּעֻלַּ֥תֽ�א־תָלִ֞ קֶר׃אִתְּ֖�שָׂכִ֛ ֹֽ שׁ�א־תְקַלֵּ֣לעַד־בּ רוְלִפְנֵ֣יחֵרֵ֔ ן֥�אעִוֵּ֔ לתִתֵּ֖ ֹ֑ אתָמִכְשׁ י�וְירֵָ֥ אֲנִי֥מֵּאֱ�הֶ֖

וֶל֙�א־תַעֲשׂ֥וּיהְוָֹהֽ׃ טעָ֙ אבַּמִּשְׁפָּ֔ ל�א־תִשָּׂ֣ רוְ֥�אפְניֵ־דָ֔ דֶקגדָ֑וֹלפְּנֵ֣יתֶהְדַּ֖ טבְּצֶ֖ ֹ֥ �א־תֵלֵ֤�עֲמִיתֶֽ�׃תִּשְׁפּ
י�רָכִיל֙ ד֥�אבְּעַמֶּ֔ ֹ֖ םתַעֲמ �עַל־דַּ֣ ירֵעֶ֑ י�ֽ�א־תִשְׂנָא֥יהְוָֹהֽ׃אֲנִ֖ �אֶת־אָחִ֖ חַבִּלְבָבֶ֑ יחַ֙הוֹכֵ֤ �תּוֹכִ֙ אֶת־עֲמִיתֶ֔

א יווְ�א־תִשָּׂ֥ םחֵטְֽא׃עָלָ֖ ֹ֤ �אֶת־בְּנֵ֣יוְֽ�א־תִטּרֹֽ֙�א־תִקּ יכָּמ֑וֹ�לְרֵעֲ֖�וְאָהַֽבְתָּ֥עַמֶּ֔ אֶתֽ־חֻקּתַֹי֮יהְוָֹהֽ׃אֲנִ֖
רוּ֒ ֹ֒ יעַבְּהֶמְתְּ֙�תִּשְׁמ יםִ�א־תַרְבִּ֣ עשָׂדְ֖�כִּלְאַ֔ יםִ�א־תִזרְַ֣ גדֶכִּלְאָ֑ יםִ֙וּבֶ֤ זכִּלְאַ֙ עַטְנֵ֔ ה֥�אשַֽׁ ישׁעָלֶיֽ�׃יעֲַלֶ֖ אִ֠ וְ֠

ב הכִּיֽ־ישְִׁכַּ֨ רַעאֶת־אִשָּׁ֜ ואשִׁכְבַת־זֶ֗ פֶתשִׁפְחָה֙וְהִ֤ ישׁנחֱֶרֶ֣ תָה֣�אוְהׇפְדֵּה֙לְאִ֔ הֿא֥וֹנפְִדָּ֔ הּ֣�אחֻפְשָׁ֖ נתִַּן־לָ֑
רֶת ֹ֧ יאחֻפָּשָֽׁה׃כִּי־֥�איוּמְת֖וּ֥�אתִּהְיֶה֛בִּקּ האֶת־אֲשָׁמוֹ֙וְהֵבִ֤ תַחלַיֽהוָֹ֔ הֶלאֶל־פֶּ֖ ֹ֣ דא ילמוֹעֵ֑ אָשָֽׁם׃אֵ֖
יווְכִפֶּר֩ ןעָלָ֨ ילהַכּהֵֹ֜ הלִפְנֵ֣יהָאָֽשָׁם֙בְּאֵ֤ רעַל־חַטָּאת֖וֹיהְוָֹ֔ אאֲשֶׁ֣ רמֵחַטָּאת֖וֹל֔וֹוְנסְִלַ֣חחָטָ֑ חָטָאֽ׃ {פ}אֲשֶׁ֥

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the whole Israelite community and say to them:
You shall be holy, for I, the LORD your God, am holy. You shall each revere your mother and
your father, and keep My sabbaths: I the LORD am your God. Do not turn to idols or make



molten gods for yourselves: I the LORD am your God. When you sacrifice an offering of
well-being to the LORD, sacrifice it so that it may be accepted on your behalf. It shall be eaten
on the day you sacrifice it, or on the day following; but what is left by the third day must be
consumed in fire. If it should be eaten on the third day, it is an offensive thing, it will not be
acceptable.
And one who eats of it shall bear the guilt for having profaned what is sacred to the LORD; that
person shall be cut off from kin. When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all
the way to the edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not pick
your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor
and the stranger: I the LORD am your God. You shall not steal; you shall not deal deceitfully or
falsely with one another. You shall not swear falsely by My name, profaning the name of your
God: I am the LORD. You shall not defraud your fellow [Israelite]. You shall not commit
robbery. The wages of a laborer shall not remain with you until morning. You shall not insult the
deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your God: I am the LORD. You
shall not render an unfair decision: do not favor the poor or show deference to the rich; judge
your kin fairly. Do not deal basely with members of your people. Do not profit by the blood of
your fellow [Israelite]: I am the LORD. You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove
your kin but incur no guilt on their account. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge
against members of your people. Love your fellow [Israelite] as yourself: I am the LORD. You
shall observe My laws. You shall not let your cattle mate with a different kind; you shall not sow
your field with two kinds of seed; you shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two kinds of
material. If a man has carnal relations with a woman who is a slave and has been designated for
another man, but has not been redeemed or given her freedom, there shall be an indemnity; they
shall not, however, be put to death, since she has not been freed. But he must bring to the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, as his guilt offering to the LORD, a ram of guilt offering.
With the ram of guilt offering the priest shall make expiation for him before the LORD for the
sin that he committed; and the sin that he committed will be forgiven him.

3. Jastrow Dictionary

:קָדשֹׁ to be cut off, separated, to be/become pure, sacred, holy.

4. Sifra Kedoshim 1:1

תהיו.“פרושים–תהיוקדושים"

"You shall be Holy": Separate yourselves.

5. Rashi, Leviticus 19:2

בָּהּתְלוּיּיִןתוֹרָהגּוּפֵישֶׁרבֹמִפְּניֵבְּהַקְהֵלזוֹפָרָשָׁהשֶׁנּאֶֶמְרָהמְלַמֵּד.ישראלבניעדתכלאלדבר
(ספרא):

SPEAK TO ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL — This (the
addition of the words עדתכל ) teaches us that this section was proclaimed in full assembly
because most of the fundamental teachings of the Torah are dependent on it (contained in it)
(Sifra).

מוֹצֵאאַתָּהעֶרְוָהגדֶֶרמוֹצֵאשֶׁאַתָּהמָקוֹםשֶׁכָּלהָעֲבֵרָה,וּמִןהָעֲרָיוֹתמִןפְרוּשִׁיםהֱווּתהיו.קדשים
קְדֻשָּׁה.



This means, separate from the forbidden sexual relations just mentioned and from sinful
thoughts. Wherever you find in the Torah a command to fence yourself in against such relations
you also find mention of “holiness."

6. Ramban, Leviticus 19:2

הבשרואכילתבאשתואישהביאהוהתירההאסוריםובמאכליםבעריותהזהירההתורהכיוהענין
ייןבסובאיולהיותהרבותנשיואואשתובזמתשטוףלהיותמקוםהתאוהבעלימצאא"כוהיין

ברשותנבליהיהוהנהבתורהזהאיסורהוזכרשלאהנבלותבכלכרצונווידברלמובשרבזוללי
שנהיהכלליבדברוצוהלגמריאותםשאסרהאיסוריםשפרטאחריהכתובבאלפיכךהתורה.
מןעצמויפרישוכןבמיעוטו...הייןמןעצמוויקדשבמשגל...ימעטהמותרותמןפרושים

דרךוזההנמאס...הדבורומןהגסההאכילהברבוימהתגאלולשונופיוישמורוגםהטומאה...
ולכלול..לפרוטהתורה

And the matter is [that] the Torah prohibited sexual transgressions and forbidden foods, and
permitted sexual relations between husband and wife and the eating of meat and [the drinking
of] wine. If so, a desirous person will find a place to be lecherous with his wife or his many wives,
or to be among the guzzlers of wine and the gluttons of meat. He will speak as he pleases about
all the vulgarities, the prohibition of which is not mentioned in the Torah. And behold, he
would be a scoundrel with the permission of the Torah. Therefore, Scripture came, after it
specified the prohibitions that it completely forbade, and commanded a more general [rule] - that
we should be separated from [indulgence of] those things that are permissible: He should
minimize sexual relations... And he should sanctify himself from wine by minimizing it... And so
[too], he should separate himself from impurity... And he should also guard his mouth and his
tongue from becoming defiled from the multitude of coarse food and from disgusting speech...
And this is the way of the Torah to state the particulars and [then] the general rules.

7. Sarah Rudolph, “Parashat Achrei Mot – Kedoshim: How to be Holy”
Parashat Achrei Mot - Kedoshim: How to be Holy | My Jewish Learning

Perhaps we can build on the idea of holiness as separate from with the idea of separation for. This
can be seen in one of the Jewish terms for marriage: kiddushin – from the same Hebrew root as
the name of this portion. The traditional formula recited under the marriage canopy is harei at
mekudeshet li – “behold, you are sanctified to me.” Sanctification here is not simply about
separation from other potential partners, but about designation for a unique relationship with the
specified individual. 

8. Rabbi Nehemia Polen, “Touches of Intimacy: Leviticus, Sacred Space, Torah’s
Center” from A New Hasidism: Roots, edited by Rabbi Arthur Green and Ariel
Evan Mayse

I am advancing a convivial reading of Va-yikra, attempting to reclaim a book of benevolent
openness and passionate, joyous life-affirmation. But what then of the key concept of Kedushah,
“holiness,” typically understood as “separation,” often with a whiff of austere self-deprivation,
repressive asceticism, and social isolation? Rather than “separation,” I believe it is more accurate
to think of Kedushah in terms of distinction. Kedushah entails marking of a particular domain—
spatial, temporal, and/or social— as distinct, focusing attention in order to positively affect
the domains not so marked. Thus it is closely linked with Berakhah, blessing….

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/parashat-achrei-mot-kedoshim-how-to-be-holy/


Berakhah and Kedushah can be seen as twin aspects of the same process: Kedushah’s transformative
energy is centripetal, facing inward, while Berakhah’s faces outward. One could not exist without
the other. Kedushah is not estrangement from the world, but engagement with it; the
distinctiveness it calls for is to benefit those one serves and blesses. The centripetal
impulse is purposive: to clear and activate inner space so as to bestow positive influence; the
going inward is in order to emerge empowered to give blessing. We have already encountered this
alternation of Kedushah and Berakhah in narrative form, with the story of the entry of Moshe and
Aaron together into the Ohel Mo‘ed. This performative enactment of intimacy and moving to
interiority, followed by emergence and facing the community in blessing, is the template for
Leviticus as a whole.

9. Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, Studies in Parashat HaShavua
Kedoshim | The Header "Kol Adat Bnei Yisrael" | Yeshivat Har Etzion

Kedusha - For a Purpose
…Sefer Vayikra's theme of kedusha in the three realms of makom, zman, and adam…

a) Kedushat HaMishkan ["makom"], we explained, implies that God separates a special place
and infuses it with an intense level of holiness in order that it affect and thus elevate the level of
the area that surrounds it.
b) In a similar manner, God separated Shabbat ["kedushat zman"], infusing it with an intense
level of holiness, in order to elevate the spiritual level of the entire week.
c) The same is true of Kedushat Am Yisrael ["kedushat adam"]. God separated a special
nation, infusing it with an intense level of holiness, in order to elevate the spiritual level of all
nations. God 'designates' Am Yisrael to follow the mitzvot of "Kedoshim Tihyu" to fulfill this
purpose.

10. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Love is Not Enough
https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/acharei-mot/love-not-enough/
At first glance these laws have nothing to do with one another: some are about conscience, some
about politics and economics, and others about purity and taboo. Clearly, though, the Torah is
telling us otherwise. They do have something in common. They are all about order, limits,
boundaries. They are telling us that reality has a certain underlying structure whose integrity must
be honoured. If you hate or take revenge you destroy relationships. If you commit injustice, you
undermine the trust on which society depends. If you fail to respect the integrity of nature
(different seeds, species, and so on), you take the first step down a path that ends in
environmental disaster.

There is an order to the universe, part moral, part political, part ecological. When that order is
violated, eventually there is chaos. When that order is observed and preserved, we become
co-creators of the sacred harmony and integrated diversity that the Torah calls “holy.”

Why then is it specifically in this chapter that the two great commands – love of the neighbour
and the stranger – appear? The answer is profound and very far from obvious. Because this is where
love belongs – in an ordered universe…

Clear rules and proper discipline help to establish, maintain and expand order for more fulfilled
children, families, and society. Love is not enough. Relationships need rules.

11. Leviticus 10:8-11

https://etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-vayikra/parashat-kedoshim/kedoshim-header-kol-adat-bnei-yisrael
https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/acharei-mot/love-not-enough/


ר הוַידְַבֵּ֣ ןיהְוָֹ֔ ֹ֖ ר׃אֶלֽ־אַהֲר ֹֽ ריַי֣ןִלֵאמ שְׁתְּ וְשֵׁכָ֞ ה ׀אַל־תֵּ֣ �וּבָנֶ֣י�׀אַתָּ֣ הֶלבְּבאֲֹכֶ֛םאִתָּ֗ ֹ֥ דאֶל־א וְ֣�אמוֹעֵ֖
תוּ תתָמֻ֑ םחֻקַּ֥ יללְדרֹתֵֹיכֶםֽ׃עוֹלָ֖ יןוּֽלְהַבְדִּ֔ דֶשׁבֵּ֥ ֹ֖ יןהַקּ לוּבֵ֣ ֹ֑ יןהַח אוּבֵ֥ יןהַטָּמֵ֖ תהַטָּהֽוֹר׃וּבֵ֥ ֹ֖ אֶת־בְּנֵ֣יוּלְהוֹר

ל תישְִׂרָאֵ֑ יםאֵ֚ חֻקִּ֔ רכׇּל־הַ֣ ראֲשֶׁ֨ םיהְוָֹ֛הדִּבֶּ֧ בְּידַ־משֶֹֽׁה׃ אֲלֵיהֶ֖
And God spoke to Aaron, saying: Drink no wine or other intoxicant, you or your sons, when you
enter the Tent of Meeting, that you may not die. This is a law for all time throughout the ages,
for you must distinguish between the sacred and the profane, and between the impure and the
pure; and you must teach the Israelites all the laws which God has imparted to them through
Moses.

12. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Leviticus 19:5-8

It is most significant that the meal-of-peace offerings and the related laws concerning what to do
with what is left over, and concerning the “rejected thing”; i.e. the prohibition against eating
anything leftover on the third day, are discussed as the third fundamental law at the very outset
of the chapter on holiness. This shows most clearly that in Judaism the sanctity of life is just as
remote from a “mortification of the flesh” as it is from unrestrained self-abandonment to
physical appetites…

“Meal-of-peace offerings:” The spiritualization and moralization of our spiritual pleasures, so
that even the everyday table of our happy, joyous family life becomes an altar of God and we
ourselves turn our eyes to God even when we eat – such is the blossom of the Jewish
sanctification of personal life, which, in turn, if genuine, must immediately yield, as its fruit in
communal life, the fulfillment of our duty to love our fellow men as our brothers…

13. Or Ha-Hayim, Leviticus 19:2

זו.למצוההפסקאיןפירושעתידלשוןתהיוקדושיםהדרךזהעלירצהעוד
We may also interpret the words תהיוקדושים by emphasizing the future tense, i.e. ,תהיו "you shall
become holy." The implication is that this is a commandment which is an ongoing process.

14. Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg, The Hidden Order of Intimacy: Reflections on the Book of
Leviticus

Kedushah can be understood as the aspiration toward such vitality. A kind of discomfort is its
baseline: a restlessness about all given situations. Here, one is not yet who one wishes to be. One
seeks out a deeper and larger way to be.


