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Why Does the Mother After Childbirth Bring a Hatat Offering?

1. Leviticus 12:1-8
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God spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman at childbirth
bears a male, she shall be impure seven days; she shall be impure as at the time of her condition
of menstrual separation. On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. She
shall remain in a state of blood purification for thirty-three days: she shall not touch any
consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary until her period of purification is completed. If she
bears a female, she shall be impure two weeks as during her menstruation, and she shall remain
in a state of blood purification for sixty-six days. On the completion of her period of
purification, for either son or daughter, she shall bring to the priest, at the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting, a lamb in its first year for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin
offering. He shall offer it before God and make expiation on her behalf; she shall then be pure
from her flow of blood. Such are the rituals concerning her who bears a child, male or female. If,
however, her means do not suffice for a sheep, she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one
for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. The priest shall make expiation on her
behalf, and she shall be pure.

2. Babylonian Talmud, Niddah 31a
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The students of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai asked him: For what reason does the Torah say
that a woman after childbirth brings an offering? He said to them: At the time that a
woman crouches to give birth, her pain is so great that she impulsively takes an oath that
she will not engage in intercourse with her husband ever again, so that she will never again
experience this pain. Therefore, the Torah says that she must bring an offering for violating
her oath and continuing to engage in intercourse with her husband.

Rav Yosef objects to this answer: But isn’t the woman an intentional violator of her oath?
And if she wishes that her oath be dissolved, so that she may engage in intercourse with her
husband, the matter depends on her regret of her oath. One is obligated to bring an offering
for violating an oath of an utterance only if his transgression is unwitting. And furthermore, if
the purpose of the offering that a woman brings after childbirth is to atone for violating an oath,
then she should be required to bring a female lamb or goat as an offering, which is the



requirement of one who violated an oath, rather than the bird offering brought by a woman
after childbirth.

3. Leviticus 4:2
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Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a person unwittingly incurs guilt in regard to any of
God’s commandments about things not to be done, and does one of them—

4. Sifra Tazria 4:3
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Wherever a sin offering is brought for a sin, the sin offering is mentioned before the burnt
offering. Here, since it is not brought for a sin, the burnt offering is mentioned before the sin
offering,

5. Mishnah Keritot, Chapter 2
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And these are the four individuals who lack atonement: The man who experiences a
gonorrhea-like discharge [gav], the woman who experiences a discharge of uterine blood
after her menstrual period [gava], the woman after childbirth, and the leper. In all four of
these cases, although the individual has completed all of the other steps of the purification
process, the process is not complete until the atonement offering has been brought.

6. Rashi, Keritot 8b
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“Four individuals who lack atonement” — they bring a sin offering (bataf), not because of a sin,
but in order to eat sacrificial meat.

7. Babylonian Talmud, Shavuot 8a

9% XD anRYA 707 (10,10 RIPM) ROVWIT 27 IR 2770 721 RDPHT POAT DT ROR
291517 RDOR OR1 K77 NRVIT 11 N2 ART ORM 12 Nwaw 91 .0nR"0

The Gemara asks: Why not say instead that the goat offering atones for a woman after
childbirth, as the Torah differentiates her from other people who must bring a sin-offering
following a period of impurity in that she brings a sliding-scale offering, whereas others bring
a fixed sin-offering? Rav Hoshaya said: The verse states: “For all their sins” (Leviticus 16:16),
and not: For all their impurities. Accordingly, since the offering brought by a woman after
childbirth is not to atone for a sin, but due to the fact that she went through a period of ritual
impurity, the goat offering will not atone for her.

The Gemara asks: But if so, according to Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai, who says: A woman
after childbirth brings an offering because she is also a sinner, what is there to say?



8. Tosafot Shavuot 8a, “But if so, according to Rabbi Elazar HaKappar”
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For the hata incurred through the corpse” (Numbers 6:1). According to the Sages this is a“
language of lacking (or missing out), as in Kings I, 1:21, “My son Solomon and I will be regarded
as hatain” and like in Judges 20:16, “Every one of them could sling a stone at a hair and not miss

7. ((yahati

9. Ramban, Leviticus 4:2
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10. Sforno, Leviticus 12:8
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“Shall make expiation on her behalf” for during all the days that she had been excreting blood
her thoughts had been preoccupied with the phenomenon of semen and their actions, and she
had therefore not been in a fit state of mind to enter the precincts of the Temple and offer
sacred matters.

11. Meshekh Hochmah, Leviticus 12
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The burnt offering (o/ab) is, it seems, after she has been forbidden to enter the holy place all of
the days of her purification, and now she comes to the holy place, with thanks to God that she
has returned to her full strength, and “they should not appear before God empty-handed”
(Deuteronomy 16:106). This is like a rezyah sacrifice (given on the pilgrimage festivals).

12. Kuzari I1:60
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A dead body represents the highest degree of loss of life, and a leprous limb is as if it were dead.
It is the same with the loss of seed, because it had been endowed with living power, capable of
engendering a human being;, Its loss therefore forms a contrast to the living and breathing,

13. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and Conversation, “Holiness and Childbirth”



When a mother gives birth, not only does she undergo great risk (until recently, childbirth was a
life-threatening danger to mother and baby alike). She is also separated from what until now had
been part of her own body (a fetus, said the rabbis, “is like a limb of the mother”) and which has
now become an independent person. If that is so in the case of a boy, it is doubly so in the case
of a girl — who, with God’s help, will not merely live but may herself in later years become a
source of new life. At one level, therefore, the laws signal the detachment of life from life.

At another level, they surely suggest something more profound. There is a halachic principle:
“One who is engaged in a mitzvah is exempt from other mitzvot.” It is as if God were saying to
the mother: for forty days in the case of a boy, and doubly so in the case of a girl (the
mother-daughter bond is ontologically stronger than that between mother and son), I exempt
you from coming before Me in the place of holiness because you are fully engaged in one of the
holiest acts of all, nurturing and caring for your child. Unlike others you do not need to visit the
Temple to be attached to life in all its sacred splendour. You are experiencing it yourself, directly
and with every fibre of your being. Days, weeks, from now you will come and give thanks before
Me (together with offerings for having come through a moment of danger). But for now, look
upon your child with wonder. For you have been given a glimpse of the great secret, otherwise
known only to God.

Childbirth exempts the new mother from attendance at the Temple because her bedside
replicates the experience of the Temple. She now knows what it is for love to beget life, and, in
the midst of mortality, to be touched by an intimation of immortality.



